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Festive shop pers pack shop s in 
the last-minute rush for presents 


EXI 


By JON COATES 

TRADERS have been given 
the best possible Christmas 
present by shoppers flocking 
to our town centres. 

Stores and businesses struggling in 
recession-gripped Britain had been 
praying for a seasonal tonic after a 
tough year. 

And their wish has been granted with 
two leading shopping centres in 
Tunbridge Wells and Sevenoaks busier 
in December than during the same peri¬ 
od last year. 

After a slow start to November - 
blamed on the threat of weekend road 
closures for improvement works being 
scheduled and repeatedly cancelled 
driving shoppers away - Royal Victoria 


Place in Tunbridge Wells has seen a wel¬ 
come rise in business this month. 

Last week it reported a four per cent 
increase in footfall of shoppers com¬ 
pared to the same period last year. 

Marc Burchett, the centre’s senior 
marketing manager, said: “Christmas 
launched at Royal Victoria Place on 
November 12 and since then we have 
seen a year-on-year increase in footfall 
most weeks. 

Increase 

“Some of our new store openings 
including Top Man, Top Shop, Superdry 
and Pandora have been attracting shop¬ 
pers to choose Tunbridge Wells as the 
place to shop this Christmas. 

“Last week Royal Victoria Place saw 
a four per cent increase in footfall 
against last year and therefore we feel 
that the new stores combined with 
some of existing big name stores such 
as Fenwick and M&S really offer shop¬ 


pers the best choice in the region. 

“This year Santa’s Magical Toy 
Kingdom Grotto is proving as popular 
as ever with nearly 4,000 children 
having already visited Santa in the first 
four weeks. 

“We are now in our final days with late 
night shopping until 8pm every week¬ 
day until Christmas and with the 
schools breaking up this week I am con¬ 
fident that we will have welcomed more 
than 1.2 million visitors in December 
which would be up on last year.” 

Mr Burchett added “Top gift ideas this 
year seem to be technology and gadgets 
with iPhones, e-books and the Nintendo 
DS all selling well. 

“If last year is anything to go on we 
are confident that we will see a last- 
minute surge in spending as we get 
ready to close our doors at 5pm on 
Christmas Eve.” 

Blighs Meadow in Sevenoaks has also 

CONTINUED ON PAGE TWO 









































www.kentnews.co.uk for all the news and sport 


ADVERTISING © 01892 616103™ 


2 I news week ending DECEMBER 20, 2009 

IN TOMORROW’S 

■ !tWTU6rtd . ON SUNDAY 

TUNBRIDGE WELLS 


NEWS 

• How Davina McCall 
has swapped Big Brother 
for a village panto 

• Tunbridge Wells unveils 
new chief executive 

• Shops’top toys 


REVIEW 

• Exhibition of textiles at 
the Trinity will showcase 
five female artists who 
each use a range of 
different techniques to 
tell their own story. 


SPORT 

• Olympic hero Dame Kelly 
Holmes pens the second 
of her exclusive columns 
for K0S Media. She 
discusses the BBC Sports 
Personality awards, rising 
Kent athlete Lisa Dobriskey 
and women in sport 






WARNERS 

solicitors 


www.warners-solicitors.co.uk 

Weather 



Sun & Moon 


Sunrise 7.58am Sunset 3.47pm 
Moonrise 9.56am Moonset 6.47pm 


Lighting up ti 
3.47pm to 7.59am 


High Tdes 


Margate 
St Mary’s 


today 

ht (m) ht (m) 
00.20 6.5 12.37 6.2 
01.10 4.5 13.42 4.4 
06.09 5.4 18.26 5.1 


tomorrow 
ht (m) ht (m) 
00.55 6.4 13.126.1 
01.42 4.5 14.15 4.3 
06.43 5.3 19.00 5.0 


Today 

Starting frosty 
with one or two 
scattered snow 
showers likely. 
The snow show¬ 
ers will die out 
through the 
morning, and it 
will then turn dry 
and bright with 
plenty of sun¬ 
shine. It will feel 
very cold again 
with tempera¬ 
tures below 
average and a 
brisk north-west¬ 
erly wind. Max 
temp 0-3C 
(32-37F). 


Around Britain 


°C °F °C °F °C °F 


Aberdeen 

snow 

2 

36 

Edinburgh 

snow 

3 

37 

Newcastle 


2 

36 

Belfast 


4 

39 

Glasgow 

sleet 


39 

Norwich 


2 

36 

B’ham 

fair 

3 

37 

Isle of Man 

sleet 

6 

43 

Oxford 

fair 

2 

36 

B’mouth 

fair 

3 

37 

Leeds 

s i eet 

3 

37 

Southsea 

fair 

4 

39 

Bristol 

sun 

5 

41 

London 

fair 

2 

36 

S’hampton 

fair 

3 

37 

Cardiff 

fair 

5 

41 

Liverpool 

rain 

5 

41 

Southport 

rain 

6 

43 

Cork 

cloudy 5 

41 

Manchester 

sleet 

3 

37 

Swansea 

cloudy 6 

43 
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Carousel popular attraction with shoppers 


CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE 

reported a rise in the number of 
shoppers coming to its stores. 

Managers say a Christmas 
carousel, which has been in the 
shopping area since December 7 
and will stay there until 
Christmas Eve, has brought 
families to the area and benefited 
its tenants. 


Blighs also has a Christmas 
market which expects to do 
bumper trade this weekend and 
on Christmas Eve. 

Up until Thursday this week 
4,000 free rides had been given 
out on the carousel, bringing 
between 6,000 to 8,000 people to 
Blighs. 

Another 1,500 rides are expect¬ 


ed to be given this weekend, with 
another 2,000 to 3,000 people 
passing through the shopping 
area and market. 

Addition 

Clive Andrews, the retail man¬ 
ager of Blighs Meadow, said: 
“Generally speaking, the tenants 
at Blighs are quite happy 


with the trade this month. 

“The Christmas carousel has 
definitely been a good addition. 

“It is an attraction which gets 
people into the town and then 
they are there and will shop and 
spend money. 

“This lets people see how 
Sevenoaks is a lovely compact 
town for shopping.” 


Mum’s pride after Combat 
Barbie’s Miss World assault 


A MOTHER says her soldier 
daughter representing England at 
the Miss World contest was a 
“dream come true” for her even 
though she did not win the covet¬ 
ed crown, writes Jon Coates. 

Corporal Katrina Hodge, 22, dubbed 
Combat Barbie by Army colleagues, failed to 
reach the final round of the prestigious beau¬ 
ty pageant in South Africa last weekend. 

But her mother Ann is still proud of her 
daughter, saying that for her it was a real 
achievement just to get to the chance to take 
part in the competition. 

The recently-promoted non-commissioned 
officer, from Tunbridge Wells, has managed to 
combine modelling part-time with her full¬ 
time Army career. 

She stepped in at the last minute to repre¬ 
sent her country in South Africa after coming 
runner-up in the Miss England contest earli¬ 
er this year. 

The winner Rachel Christie, 21, niece of for¬ 
mer sprint champion Linford Christie, relin¬ 
quished her title last month following her arrest 
over an alleged nightclub brawl in Manchester. 



FINALIST: Corporal Katrina Hodge took 
part in the Miss World finals 


This propelled Cpl Hodge, a soldier in the 
Royal Anglian Regiment, into the limelight as 
the new Miss England. 

After getting five weeks leave from Army 
duties she jetted out to South Africa to repre¬ 
sent her country at the beauty queen contest. 

Two billion TV viewers watched Miss 
Gibraltar Kaiane Aldorino, 22, scoop the Miss 
World crown at a glitzy bash held in 
Johannesburg last weekend. 

But Mrs Hodge, 54, who still lives in 


Tunbridge Wells, said her daughter will 
always be a winner to her. 

She said: “I am so proud. Just to get that far 
is a dream come true for her. I told her to 
make the most of it and enjoy the experience 
before she left and I think she has done. 

“From what I hear she had a whale of a time 
and been to lots of gala dinners and events.” 

Cpl Hodge was due to fly back to this coun¬ 
try yesterday and head straight back to her 
duties in the Army. 

Her mum said it was a shame Katrina 
could not take part in the sports heat of 
Miss World, after spraining her ankle in 
training, where she had a good chance of 
reaching the last 20. 

She finished in the top 20 of the talent 
round of the contest for her singing, but this 
was not enough for a place in the semi-final. 

The winners of the sports, talent, model and 
beauty-with-a-purpose categories automati¬ 
cally went through to the last 20. 

Cpl Hodge, who attended St John’s Primary 
School in Tunbridge Wells and then Hillview 
School in Tonbridge, said: “I was so proud to 
represent England in Miss World in front of 
two billion viewers; I’m chuffed to bits for 
Miss Gibraltar, the winner.” 


Patrol cop hurt during emergency call 


A POLICE officer who sustained life-threat¬ 
ening injuries in a car crash in Southborough 
remains in a “stable and improving” condition 
at a London hospital. 

The officer, who has not yet been named, 
had been responding to an emergency call 
with a colleague in a marked police car when 
the incident took place on the A26 London 
Road at about 2.10pm on Monday. 

The patrol car was heading towards 
Tunbridge Wells when it collided with a 
Mitsubishi Colt car, before hitting two parked 
cars, a Peugeot 206 and a Peugeot 107, and 
careering into a brick wall. 

Firefighters had to cut the trapped driver 


out of the police vehicle. He suffered a serious 
chest injury and was flown to a hospital in 
London by Kent Air Ambulance. 

His colleague, who was a front-seat passen¬ 
ger, and a woman driving the Mitsubishi 
Colt, both suffered minor injuries and were 
taken to the Kent and Sussex Hospital. 

The emergency services were forced to 
close the busy road at the junctions with 
Pennington Road and Yew Tree Road for 
several hours while firefighters worked to 
the cut the badly injured police driver out of 
the wreckage of his patrol car. 

A police spokeswoman said: “The officer 
is being treated for a chest injury and 


his condition is stable and improving.” 

Ch Insp Jon Clayden, who is responsible for 
operational policing in west Kent, said: 
“Because this incident involved a marked 
police car and resulted in someone being crit¬ 
ically injured, it is important that a full inves¬ 
tigation is carried out into the circumstances. 

“Kent Police’s serious collision investigation 
unit attended the scene of the collision and in 
order for them to gather evidence and infor¬ 
mation about what happened the road was 
closed until 8.40pm.” 

The serious collision investigation unit has 
appealed for anyone who saw the collision to 
contact them on 01622 798538. 
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GRITTY LAUGHS: Simon Pegg and David Tennant will play two murderous grave robbers in new comedy film Burke and Hare 

Pegg down a part in 
the Doctor’s new film 


By MABUKE COX 

marijke.cox@kosmedia.co.uk 


AUDITIONS take place today 
with the prize a place in an 
upcoming movie starring two of 
the UK’s hottest talents. 

Doctor Who star David Tennant and Hot 
Fuzz’s Simon Pegg are the big names in up¬ 
coming movie Burke and Hare. And open 
auditions take place in Sevenoaks today. 

The famous pair will play Scotland’s infa¬ 
mous grave robbers-come-serial killers 
William Burke and William Hare who made 
a living in the 19th century by selling bodies 
to Edinburgh Medical School. The flick has 
been dubbed a gritty comedy 

But aside from the big-name actors, pro¬ 


ducers are searching the county for extras 
and actors to take on some smaller roles. 

Extras and supporting actors are invited 
to attend open castings at St Luke Church 
Hall, 30 Eardley Road in Sevenoaks from 
9am-5pm today. Hopefuls must be over 16. 

Among the roles up for grabs include that 
of thugs, pub goers and prostitutes. 

And for those who prefer to stay off screen, 
there is still a chance of catching a glimpse 
of the action across the county, as although 
the gruesome tale took place in Scotland, 
some of the film will also be shot in Kent. 

Wayne Berko, company director of 
Universal Extras, said a number of locations 
have already been picked out. 

“The people who choose the locations 
found places in Kent they wanted to use for 
certain scenes,” he said. “These scenes will 
probably take a few weeks to film and pro¬ 
ducers will use local people as extras. 


“Not only is it a great way for people to 
make a bit of money, but this film is some¬ 
thing that will go down in history - this will 
be something watched time and time again. 

“It’s a great opportunity for people to get 
involved in something big.” 

Director John Landis, famous for 80s com¬ 
edy Coming to America, Trading Places and 
An American Werewolf in London, is behind 
the project. Screenwriters Piers Ashworth 
and Nick Moorcroft, who co-wrote the recent 
schoolgirl comedies St Trinians, are current¬ 
ly writing the script. 

Pegg and Tennant will play Burke and 
Hare, two Irish immigrants who, it was 
claimed, murdered 17 victims between 1827 
and 1828, selling the bodies to the 
Edinburgh Medical School for students to 
practice their dissection. 

Filming is due to start in January, with the 
release date set for 2011. 


Road closed as 
chimney fire 
tackled in bar 

FIREFIGHTERS were needed to put out a 
chimney blaze at Sankey’s bar and restaurant 
in Tunbridge Wells last weekend. 

Debris caught fire in the top of the chimney 
in the third-storey of the building in Mount 
Ephraim at about 11pm on Sunday. 

Two fire crews, one from Tonbridge and one 
from Rusthall, attended and put the blaze out 
by 11.30pm. 

While they worked and then made sure the 
building was safe by checking its fire alarms, 
the busy road through Tunbridge Wells had to 
be closed. 

Director Matthew Sankey said: “It looked 
very dramatic and the road was closed, but it 
was only a small chimney fire and no damage 
was caused. 

“The fire service was fantastic. I was 
impressed with how they handled the situa¬ 
tion and would like to thank them.” 


Drama students 
get into the beat 

CHILDREN at Stagecoach Tonbridge swap¬ 
ped Santa for the samba, and reindeer for the 
rumba as they took part in a lively Brazilian 
drumming workshop as an end of term treat. 

The six to 15 year-olds played a variety of 
Latin American instruments during the work¬ 
shop given by musician Andrew Walker. 

The students, who enjoy three-hour theatre 
arts sessions every Saturday morning during 
term time, also tried some Brazilian dancing 
led by teacher Emma Pearce. 

Principal Wendy Murray said: “The students 
really enjoyed it and at the end were able to 
give a short presentation to parents of some of 
the rhythms they had learnt.” 

Stagecoach Tonbridge holds its classes at 
Stocks Green Primary School in Hildenborough. 



Buy into the festive fun 


THE Sparkling Christmas Market returns 
to the Pantiles this weekend. 

The market drew large crowds two weeks 
ago and it will be staged again this Saturday 
and Sunday in the historic shopping precinct 
from 10am to 6pm on both days. 

As well as stalls of arts and crafts, and 
fresh local produce, String Theory will per¬ 
form on the bandstand from 10am to noon on 
Saturday, with the Mayfield Town Band fol¬ 
lowing from 12.30-1.30pm and 2.30-3.30pm. 

Woody, a one-man band playing 14 differ¬ 


ent instruments, will also roam the Pantiles 
from 11am to 4pm on Saturday. 

Then on the Sunday the Michele Roszak 
Singers will perform on the bandstand from 
2-2.45pm and 3.15-4pm. 

Topper, a juggler and unicyclist will roam 
the Pantiles from 11am to 4pm, The Strange 
Fruit Trio will be busking outside the Tourist 
Information Office and in Bath Square from 
11am to noon, and String Theory or Say Old 
Man will be busking in the Pantiles from 
10am to 1pm. 


Town’s partners against crime 


POLICE have joined forces with local busi¬ 
nesses to tackle crime and disorder. 

West Mailing is the latest area to create a 
business crime partnership, which have 
existed in Kent for the last nine years. 

PC Nick Stevens said: “This scheme is not 
just about preventing shoplifting, it is about 
creating vibrant economies. 


‘We want people to feel safe and happy 
using our shops and this initiative will 
enable us to further improve our already 
close links with local retailers.” 

Businesses that join the partnership are 
given special radios allowing them to stay in 
touch with other members and to alert them 
to potential problems. 





PETER FROSDICK and MARTIN DODD for UK PRODUCTIONS 
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Shop for longer 

Open until 8pm every weekday 
and 9am-5pm on Christmas Eve 

Open Boxing Day 11am-5pm with free all day parking 
Free parking available after 6pm every weekday 


BUY A GIFT CARD 

ONLINE 


| % W&stfield 

Royal Victoria Place 

Tunbridge Wells 


westfield.com/rvp 
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| TUNBRIDGE Wells Museum and Art Gallery is 
looking for local people to be a part of an exhibition 
| about Tunbridge Wells and High Weald Rocks. 

The museum is looking for people of all ages and 
backgrounds to share their stories and have their 
photograph taken at the rocks. 

For two months from February 26, the venue will 
be exhibiting the photographs and stories, along- 
| side artwork from local artists. 

The exhibition will feature the sandstone out- 
| crops of the High Weald, their contribution to the 
region’s character and ecology and their place in 
| the history of Tunbridge Wells. 

If you want to share your experience and can be 
I available during January to have your photo taken 
at the rocks, contact Jamie Taylor on 01892 554171 
or email jamie.taylor@tunbridgewells.gov.uk. 
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By JENNA PUDELEK 


jenna.pudelek@kosmedia.co.uk 


Make most of 


LOOKING to snap up your 
Christmas food and drink this 


weekend? 


Then why not shop at farmers’ markets 
and ensure you buy local this year. 

As part of our campaign to encourage peo¬ 
ple to invest in local stores and services this 
festive season, we turn our focus this week to 
farmers’ markets where you can snap up a 
bargain and support the suppliers and pro¬ 
ducers in your community 

Our campaign aims to help traders 
through difficult times and has won the sup¬ 
port of Tunbridge Wells, Tonbridge and 
Sevenoaks councils and the area’s three 
MPs - Greg Clark, Michael Fallon and Sir 
John Stanley 

Shopping at your local farmers’ market 
means producers receive a fair price for their 
goods and customers can enjoy fresh and 
wholesome food and help reduce food miles. 

On Tuesday, a Christmas farmers’ market 
is being held in Civic 


fantastic local 


farm produce 


SUCH QUALITY: Spoiled for choice 
at farmers’ markets in west Kent 


Way, Tunbridge Wells, 
from noon to 6pm and 
will feature a huge 
range of organic meats, 
fresh vegetables and 
delicious food. 

Manager Barbara 
Simmons said: “The 
market is a terrific place 
for any business. 

“Producers and growers have time to talk 
to customers in depth about the produce and 
where it is from. 

“There is a terrific bond between produc¬ 
ers and customers. That is so valuable and 
we are in a fantastic part of Kent with such 
wonderful ingredients we can utilise.” 

The market sources its produce from with¬ 
in a 30-mile radius of the town - only break¬ 
ing this rule when Ms Simmons spots goods 
that she wants to introduce. 

This weekend will see the Sparkling 
Christmas Market at the Pantiles (see page 



3). Fresh local produce is also available every 
Friday in Edenbridge. Sevenoaks District 
Council said regular craft and country fairs 
are held on Saturdays throughout the year 
in Blighs Meadow in the town centre. The 
markets stock produce and goods from Kent 
and East Sussex. Villages around Tonbridge 
host regular markets 


to buy wholesome, fresh and healthy produce 
at reasonable cost. We are lucky to have three 
excellent farmers’ markets in West Mailing, 
Hildenborough and Shipboume, and I hope 
people make the most of them.” 


Long delays on A21 


ROADWORKS on the A21 caused long delays 
for commuters travelling into Tunbridge Wells 
during the rush-hour on Thursday morning. 

The Highways Agency set up three-way traf¬ 
fic lights and imposed a 40mph limit overnight 
on Wednesday while work to install signs was 
carried out between Longfield Road and 
Lamberhurst, and Blue Boys roundabout and 
Forstal Farm roundabout. 

An agency official said: ‘We regret any incon¬ 
venience. The work was for safety improve¬ 
ments.” 


Service station raid 


POLICE are looking for thieves who smashed 
into a petrol station in an early morning raid. 

Raiders broke a window at the Esso garage 
in Maidstone Road, Borough Green, at about 
1.45am on Tuesday and escaped with ciga¬ 
rettes. Police want to hear from anyone who 
saw suspicious activity or vehicles at the serv¬ 
ice station. Contact officers on 01732 379217, 
Crimestoppers on 0800 555111, or email 
appeals.westkent@kent.pnn.police. 


where shoppers can 
stock up with fresh meat 
and fish, locally grown 
vegetables, fruit and 
nuts, honey, herbs, 
cheeses and much more. 

One is taking place in 
West Mailing tomorrow. 
Another is on Thursday 
in Shipbourne, and 
Hildenborough has a farmers’ market on 
Tuesdays. 

Mark Raymond, of Tonbridge & Mailing 
Borough Council, said: “Shopping at local 
farmers’ markets supports the economy in 
many ways. 

“It helps provide employment and invest¬ 
ment, reduces air pollution and congestion 
caused by transporting food, cuts down on 
waste and packaging, cuts out the middle 
man so producers receive a fair return, sup¬ 
ports traders who produce free range, organ¬ 
ic and pesticide-free food and allows people 


Proof that crime doesn’t pay 


A LUXURY car seized from a convicted drug 
dealer will be displayed in Tunbridge Wells 
town centre today 

The BMW X5 will be beside the 
Millennium clock tower at Fiveways, in the 
pedestrian precinct, from 11am to 4pm. 

It was taken from Thomas Fellowes, from 
Maidstone, who is serving four-and-a-half 
years for drug dealing. 

After his October 2008 conviction on nine 
counts of supplying class A drugs, the BMW 
was taken under the Misuse of Drugs Act, as 
it was used in his crimes. 

Kent Police also obtained a confiscation 
order under the Proceeds of Crime Act allow¬ 
ing officers to recover assets and money 
obtained by criminal activity, which included 
another car worth £6,500, a Rolex watch 
worth £5,000, jewellery and cash. 

The force now owns the BMW and will use 
it for specialist policing. 

Detective Inspector Mark Fairhurst said: 




ON SHOW: Drug dealer’s confiscated BMW 


“The idea of putting the car on display is to 
get the message across that crime doesn’t 
pay Crooks need to know we will come after 
them, take their assets and use them in our 
fight against crime.” 

A mobile police station will be set up in the 
precinct and crime prevention advice will be 
given. Representatives from Tunbridge Wells 
Borough Council and the Community Safety 
Partnership will also attend. 


CONFUSED! 


NEED TO GET THAT PERFECT PRESENT? 


DON’T PANIC! 

WE HAVE THE ANSWER 
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With over 20 very different 
designers and the top fashion 
jewellery brands in store, you can 
be sure you will find that perfect Christmas gift. 

Contemporary jewellery that’s exciting, elegant, affordable and fun. 
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DESIGNER JEWELLERY 


Nol THE PANTILES, TUNBRIDGE WELLS, KENT TN2 5TD 

GREAT ORIGINAL IDEAS IN ONE STORE 

































6 I news week ending DECEMBER 20, 2009 


www.kentnews.co.uk for all the news and sport 


ADVERTISING © 01892 616103™ 



thePYi ntervie w 

m BY JANE CONNOLLY 


‘They’re good, 
on the whole, 
Kent children’ 


AS THE busiest time of the year 
approached, Father Christmas 
was looking surprisingly relaxed. 

Having secured a rare chat with Santa just 
a week before the big day, I was expecting to 
find things rather fraught at the North Pole. 

The Magical Village was a hive of activity, 
with elves scurrying all over the place and 
reindeer being put through their paces in the 
training ring as they shaped up for the most 
important night of the year. 

But in Santa’s private sitting room, with its 
roaring fire and a Christmas tree that 
groaned under the weight of its sparkling 
decorations, all was calm and bright. 

“I’ve been slaving hard all year, love, and 
now I have to put my feet up for a bit, other¬ 
wise I’d collapse with exhaustion on 
Christmas Eve,” Father Christmas said in a 
rather surprising cockney accent. 

Pristine 

“I’ve had a massage; drunk a few herbal 
teas; been on a bit of a diet to prepare for all 
those mince pies. By Christmas Eve, I’ll be fit 
as a butcher’s dog.” 

His famous beard was looking particularly 
bushy and white as snow, something he 
revealed was only achieved with a significant 
amount of labour. 

“Thanks to the many poems, stories and 


pictures of me that have emerged over the 
years, everyone expects a pristine beard,” he 
said with a sigh. 

“So the elves have to keep combing and 
washing it in the run-up to Christmas, plus 
I’m not allowed to eat curry for a fortnight, 
just in case. Of course, no-one should see me 
on Christmas Eve, but someone always does 
and I don’t want them to be disappointed 
with the standard of the beard. 

“I dropped tomato sauce in it once. Cor, it 
was a nightmare getting that out, I can tell 
you. Mother Christmas nearly had a fit.” 

Perched on the arm of his chair was a large 
scroll of parchment which looked suspicious¬ 
ly like the legendary list - a record of which 
little girls and boys had been good this year, 
along with those whose behaviour has been 
rather lacking. When I asked if I might take 
a peek, he shook his head with a smile but he 
did agree to answer questions about the chil¬ 
dren of Kent. 

“They’re a good lot, on the whole. Lots of 
nice fat stockings coming their way this 
year,” he said. 

“Essex kids? Oh, they’re terrible, but Kent 
children should do all right. However, there 
are one or two who need to watch themselves 
this year. One more cheeky remark to mum 
and they might find themselves looking at 
nothing but fresh air on Christmas morning. 
They know who they are ...” 


LEGENDARY LIST: Santa checks the names of all the nice - and naughty - children 


All too soon my time was up, so I shook 
Santa’s hand and climbed into the magic 
toboggan that would fly me back across the 
frozen tundra and drop me at Dartford. 


As I soared away into the cold night sky, I 
looked down on the twinkling lights of the 
Magical Village and silently wished them all 
a very merry Christmas. 
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Our world-first puts 
county in palm of 
your hand 


To see this, search ‘App’ 

@ yourkenttv.co.uk 


) HANDY: KOS Media’s 
unique range of online and 
traditional services are now 
available through Apple’s 
cutting edge mobile web 
technology 


KOS Media launches free 

new an n for Ap p le iPhone 

KEEPING up with the news across our coun¬ 
ty has just got easier with our new application 
for the Apple iPhone, writes Gary Wright. 

With the Kent News App, you can read all our news, 
reviews, features and sport in the palm of your hand, watch 
our videos and hunt for 

He said: “Anyone who has used the 
iPhone or iPod touch already knows 
they are leading the way in mobile web 
technology. 

'We decided this was another great 
way to bring our unique range of online 
and traditional newspapers to even 
more people. 

“It’s been developed with PageSuite, 
which also developed the online edi¬ 
tions of our newspapers, with page- 
turning technology and videos running 
in the news pages. 

“It has been a huge success for us. 
Hundreds of thousands of people 
already have access to our county and 
local papers online. 

“This new app for the iPhone will 



|Vf a new job, look for a new 
house and find cars for 
sale. This is a world-first 
and means you can see all our newspa¬ 
pers exactly as they are printed, direct 
to your iPhone or iPod Touch - and it 
costs you nothing. 

Pages turn, just like a traditional 
newspaper, and you can zoom in on sto¬ 
ries. The application is tree and is easi¬ 
ly loaded from the Apple Apps store 
either via your computer at iTunes or 
direct to your device. 

KOS Media’s managing director Paul 
Stannard says this is another way for 
people to access all of the newspaper 
group’s products as people seek to get 
their news at a time to suit them. 


^ KOS Media announces the 

arrival of its new Apple iPhone 
_ application for Kent News 


make it even easier to see all our newspa¬ 
pers. It also means looking for a car, home 
or job has got even easier.” 

KOS Media produces Kent on Sunday, 
Kent on Saturday, Tunbridge Wells on 
Saturday, Tunbridge Wells on Sunday as 
well as the Your series of local newspapers 
and websites for Ashford, Canterbury, 
Dover, Deal, Maidstone, Medway, 
Shepway, Swale, Sandwich, and Thanet. 

• Download your Kent News iPhone 
app for free from the iTunes store at 
www. apple, com/itunes. 


iinbrid 

Veils 

r ashion 



24th - 26th February 2010 

www.tunbridgewellsfashionweek.co.uk 


Fashion Week Schedule 

Wednesday 24th February 

i • oopm Hoopers Department Store 

s : °°P m The Brew House Hotel 
Thursday 25th February 
1 : oopm The Brew House Hotel 

7 •• oopm Hoopers Department Store 


£15 


BlH°\si°U S pr d '‘ 


♦far tickets to The Brew House Hotel Fashion Shows 
sail: 01892520587; for tickets to 
Hoopers Fashion -Shows sail: 01892553275 
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JUUE51MAPP0CKS 


Meet the new-rage woman 


I ACTUALLY laughed out loud 
when a friend of mine described 
her frustration while grocery 
shopping as Trolley rage’. 

“No Jul,” she assured me, “it’s a real 
problem, particularly at this time of year, 
next time you go shopping watch out for it 
- I bet you’ll see what I mean.” 

And she was right. 

Last weekend I stupidly decided to 
embark on a visit to the supermarket. I 
guess I should have known better, two 
weeks before Christmas, but needs must. 

Instead of my fellow shoppers being full 
of good cheer, many seemed far from 
happy to be there. 

It became clear this was going to be a 
battle. 

I hadn’t even reached the shop floor, 
when I was edged out of the way at the 
trolley park by another shopper. 

Her need for the trolley I was heading for 
was obviously far more important than 
mine. Her sights were set, and she was 
going to have it. 

With my friend’s words in my head, I 
actually found it quite amusing, particu¬ 


larly as there was a whole line of other 
trolleys nearby for me to use, it made no 
difference to me at all. 

My second encounter happened minutes 
later. As I queued at the electrical 
department, another customer was deter¬ 
mined that she should be in front of me, 
despite us arriving at the line at exactly 
the same time. 

I then decided to give the fish counter a 
wide berth where there seemed to be a bit 
of a kerfuffle, and after witnessing a 
scrummage over the frozen turkeys, I 
realised my friend had a point. 

Interestingly, all the incidents I had seen 
involved women! 

What has happened to the fairer sex? 

Well, according to a recent survey, the 
female of the species is far less tolerant of 
everyday situations. 

Office, internet or road rage, the study 
showed women have never been more 
aggressive. 

Apparently, females are becoming more 
and more so, with stressful situations 
increasingly ending in acts of physical vio¬ 
lence. Figures revealed the number of 
women and girls sentenced for crimes 
have hit a five-year high, with females now 


involved in a quarter of all violent attacks. 
The UK has the worst road rage figures of 
any European nation, and the second 
worst in the world. 

According to the experts, part of the 
problem is that women do not know how to 
handle their angry impulses. 

Founder of the British Association of 
Anger Management, Mike Fisher, says 
men generally tend to scream, shout or 
display otherwise aggressive behaviour, 
while women tend to be more passive- 
aggressive. 

I must admit, my personal downfall is 
while at the wheel of my car. 

A regular Julie reaction would come after 
giving way to an oncoming vehicle, when 
more often than not, they’ve refused to 
acknowledge my generosity. 

“No, please don’t mention it - oh, that’s 
right you didn’t.” 

Of course the other motorist couldn’t 
possibly have heard my rant, which ren¬ 
ders the whole process a complete waste of 
time, but my word, it does feels good. 

Still I’m just glad, that I am such a level¬ 
headed, calm person, who as you can see, 
wouldn’t want to upset others for the 
world. 



TROLLEYS: An essential tool for shoppers, or a 
weapon in the race to get through check-out? 


Julie reports from around the county for KOS Media’s broadband TV station www.yourkenttv.co.uk Contact her onjuiie.maddocks@kosmedia.co.uk 


I thought I needed 
a new kitchen until 
I discovered... 



the worktop that 
fits on top! 





Showroom open Mon-Fri 9 00-4 30pm Sat 9 00-4.00pm 
Urvt 5. Tunbridgr Wcfo Trade Pari longfiHd Road. 

(newt to Build Centre), Tunbndge Wei H, Kent, TN2 3QF 

www.granrtrtmnrfofm.itKm* co u k'tunwells 


Granite Transformations 
manufacture and install Granite, 

Stone, Quartz and Glass worktops 

At Granite Transformations we offer a complete 
package for updating your work surface and 
appliances. Fitting a new worktop is fast and effective 
There is no need to remove old surfaces, we fit directly 
over your existing surface We guarantee complete peace 
of mind from start to finish. 




Book a FREE home consultation with our interior designer 
and we’ll show you how easy it is to transform your kitchen 
worktops Call now 01892 517385 



GRANITE 

transformations 
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Restaurant pair invited to compete in foul-mouthed celebrity’s latest TV show 



A CHEF has revealed how he 
was left speechless after receiv¬ 
ing a phone call from Gordon 
Ramsay telling him he was to 
feature in his latest TV series. 

And this week viewers can see exactly 
what happened when the foul-mouthed 
celebrity chef invited the head chef to his 
studio kitchen. 

Scott Goss, 26, who works at The Swan in 
West Mailing, stars in part of the new series 
of Channel 4’s The F Word, which will be 
screened on Tuesday 

The show is seeking the best independent 
restaurant and had nominations for 10,000 
eateries. Key criteria meant no chain 
restaurants were allowed and you had to 
get a three-course meal for two for under 
£50. 

Only 18 restaurants in the UK made it 
into the programme with chefs from the 
successful restaurants being invited into 
the TV studios for a cook-off before a grand 
final in January. 

In the Christmas episode, this Tuesday, 
viewers can watch The Swan battle it out 
against Huntingdon based The Pheasant in 
the famous F Word kitchen, where 50 din¬ 
ers will decide if they are going to pay for 
the three dishes each restaurant prepares. 

Each restaurant has the opportunity to 
choose the main course that they cook on 
the night. The starter and dessert are cho¬ 
sen by Mr Ramsay. 

Mr Goss reveals the moment he discov¬ 
ered he was about to come under the spot- 


By JAMES BENJAMIN 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 


light. He said: “I was being interviewed in 
front of camera which was really unusual 
for me and I didn’t cope with that too well. 

“I babbled on a little bit, then the phone 
rang and was passed to me, and it was, 
‘Hello Scott, this is Gordon Ramsay from 
The F Word’. For the first time in my life I 
was speechless. I couldn’t say a word. 

“He asked a few questions and strung me 
along, saying it had been a tough competi¬ 
tion, a really hard decision. He asked how 
many hours I work and how committed I 
am to The Swan. 

“Then he said, ‘Unfortunately, I’ve got 
some really bad news’. I said that’s okay, I 
know it’s been a hard competition. 

“And he said, ‘No, the bad news is you’re 
going to have to take two days off next 
week, because you’re filming with me in 
The F Word’. 

“The whole team was in the kitchen - 
front of house, all the chefs - and there was 
uproar, everyone was really excited and it 
was a real honour. It’s a pleasure to go to on 
TV cooking The Swan food.” 

He was joined in the studios by second 
chef at The Swan, Tom Greening, 23. The 
duo cook up a main course of loin of venison 
with curly kale and game cottage pie. 

The Swan restaurant is owned by Peter 
Cornwell and Diccon Wright and has been 
open for nine years. The F Word is on 
Channel 4, on Tuesday, December 22, from 
9pm. 


Green belt homes appeal rejected 

A PLANNING appeal to build 48 homes in the green belt has been rejected by Government inspec¬ 
tors. 

Ray Mullins lodged the appeal after Sevenoaks District Council turned down his bid to develop 
the protected land he owns on the corner of Green Court Road and Goldsel Road in Crockenhill. 
But after considering the arguments and evidence of both sides, the Planning Inspectorate dis¬ 
missed his appeal and awarded full costs to the council for defending its decision on the grounds 
that the appeal was “unreasonable”. 

The planning application was lodged with the council in April and the appeal launched in July. 


Food hall job offers 
fresh start for Scott 


A SANDHURST man has made the most of 
a Marks & Spencer initiative to help dis¬ 
abled people get back into work and has 
transformed his life in the process. 

Scott Stacey-Clark took part in Marks & 
Spencer’s work placement programme, 
Marks & Start, in April. 

He is now preparing for his first Christmas 
as a customer assistant in the food hall at the 
M&S store in Tunbridge Wells. 

Marks & Start is the biggest company-led 
work experience programme in the UK and 
Ireland, supporting disadvantaged people 
who face real barriers to finding a job. 


Mr Stacey-Clark said: “I’ve always wanted 
to work in retail and even undertook a course 
at college but no-one would give me a chance 
as I had no experience. 

“I quickly became demotivated and lost my 
enthusiasm for finding a job. 

“Marks & Start really helped me get my 
life on track. It wasn’t easy to start with, but 
everything I’ve learned from taking part in 
the placement has helped me to put past 
rejection behind me and move forward with 
my career in retail. 

“I’ve worked really hard and am proud of 
what I’ve achieved so far.” 


What the F!? 
Chef Ramsay’s 
on the phone 
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Exclusive Roger Oates Showrooms 

Striking runners for halls & stairs 
Distinguished contemporary & traditional rugs 
Unique collection of Broadloom carpets 


CROFT RD. CROWBOROUGH 01892 664152 
23 NEW RD. BRIGHTON 01273 605574 

www.mistersmith.co.uk 
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JUUE MADDOCKS visited the Assembly Hall to cast her eye over Tunbridge Wells’ Christmas panto Peter Pan 


Show off to flying start 



BACKSTAGE at the Assembly Hall Theatre is 
no place for the faint-hearted. 

This may be the first show of the day - and at an early hour 
- but the place is alive with activity 

With the show starting at 10.30am, there was a tangible sense 
of excitement as we were ushered backstage to watch the prepa¬ 
rations for lights down. 

You couldn’t help but get caught up in the excitement of it all 
as the cast hurriedly prepared for curtain-up. 

Maria, the stage manager, pointed out the dos and don’ts of 
theatre etiquette, and as we waited in the wings we realised the 
last thing we wanted to do was get in anybody’s way. With a 


THE MAGIC OF BEING CLOSE TO BIG CATS 

W H F is a charity based in Kent working hard to ensure the survival of big cat species. 

We are an active partner in the European Endangered Species Breeding Programmes 
and raise awareness and funding for cat projects around the world. 

WILD ENIGMA PHOTO SAFARIS 2009 

Price £99 per person, includes VAT, services of 
dedicated guide all day, buffet lunch, tea / coffee / 
soft drinks, afternoon tea and cakes. 

View our website for examples of the excellent 
images that can be obtained at the UK’s premier 
big cat photo opportunity. 

_Wildlife Heritage Foundation 

^ sx Headcorn Road, Smarden 

Ashford TN27 8PJ 

Willi life Tel: 01233 771915 

FVIIUIIIU Website: www.whf.org.uk 

- Registered Charity Number: 1104420 

...protection ie our paeelon 



rollerblading Tinkerbell, played by Lucy 
Johnson, and a troupe of dancers, we didn’t 
want to make their jobs any more difficult. 

On the other side of the curtain, the audi¬ 
torium was filling up quickly. Hundreds of 
schoolchildren were taking their place, 
singing loudly with the introductory music. 
The atmosphere was building. You could 
feel the nervous anticipation on both sides 
of the curtain. And it didn’t disappoint. 

Within minutes Peter Pan, played bril¬ 
liantly by locally-trained Jessica Punch, 
entered stage right, flying through a bed¬ 
room window, and by the end of act one, 
scene three, four cast members were simi¬ 
larly elevated above the audience. 

It was very impressive - as the response 
of the audience’s faces reflected. 

From the moment the curtain rose, the 
cast sprang into life. Led by Australian 
soap star Ray Meagher (Alf Stewart from 
Home & Away), the entire crew demon¬ 
strated they were all consummate profes¬ 
sionals. The production is Ray Meagher’s 
17th panto in the UK. 

He admits that while it is not common¬ 
place in his homeland, he loves the tradi¬ 
tion of the English pantomime, and feels 
very much at home in Tunbridge Wells. 

“This is a great production, the team are 
brilliant,” he explains. “I’ve done so many 
pantos over the years, and everyone is dif¬ 
ferent. It’s great playing the villain, the 
kids all seem to like the baddie and 
Captain Hook is one of the worst -1 love it.” 

And when it comes to spending 
Christmas here, surely it’s a very different 
celebration to that in Summer Bay? 


“Many people think Aussies spend 
Christmas on the beach,” he explained, “but 
it’s just the same as here. We have the big 
roast and spend time with family. It’s just 
the weather that’s different. It’s the tourists 
who want to go to the beach!” 

Joining Ray on stage are Hollyoaks 
actress Sarah Jane Buckley and, from the 
Basil Brush show, Christopher Pizzey, who 
plays Hook’s sidekick Smee. The cast work 
well together and provide a fine example of 
family entertainment. 

• Peter Pan runs until January 10. 
Book online at www. assemblyhallthe- 
atre.co.uk. Online bookings benefit 
from a 30 per cent discount (excluding 
Boxing Day shows). 

To see this, search ‘panto’ 

@ yourkenttv.co.uk 



^ Watch the excitement of Peter 
Pan at the Assembly Hall from 
_ behind the scenes 



INSULATE 
YOUR HOME 
FROM JUST 



insulation 


ND SAVE UP TO 

- OF THE HEAT 
u /0 YOU PAY FOR 



Winter is here and it's time to cut those 
energy bills! SAVE £100's on your 
heating every year. For JUST £199’ 
we'll insulate a five bed detached 
house in 2-3 hours and guarantee 
cavity wall insulation for 25 YEARS. 



«M1 IMUItMOl 


www.cosy wa 11 .com 

0800 093 0006 



Cosy well Insulation is pari of the Skinner & Reevei group which has been doing business in Kent and Sussex for SO yean. * Subject to free survey. 
Hurt Ante hid toggu fattier ded and memben erf ttgNwcnetnyj tttfc u tkin of Ma a t e«Balder* Maximum size applies. 
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By Appointment to 
Her Majesty The Queen 
Jewellers 

G. Collins & Sons Ltd 
Incorporating H. Collins 
(Crown Jeweller) 
Royal Tunbridge Wells 


* Collins Sc H>ons Utmtteti 

Crown Jeweller 

Tel: 01892 534018 - www.gcollinsandsons.com 
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PROJECT: S Lucas were employed to paint Olympia’s Grand Hall 

Painting firm thrilled to 
be on awards shortlist 


A PAINTING contractor has been 
shortlisted for a building and con¬ 
struction industry award, writes 
James Benjamin. 

S Lucas, based in Bethel Road, 
Sevenoaks, is in the running for 
the top prize in the Finishing and 
Fit Out category of the Specialists 
Awards 10 organised by industry 
magazine Construction News. 

The winners will be announced 
at a gala dinner in London on 
March 4. 

The company was judged on its 
industry performance, training 
programmes, health and safety 


record, and for its corporate plan¬ 
ning and ambitions for the future. 

The judges also looked at its 
recent projects including the paint¬ 
ing of the Grand Hall at Olympia 
in Kensington and the redecora¬ 
tion of Hackney Community 
College in Hoxton. 

Danny Lucas, managing direc¬ 
tor of S Lucas, said: “We’re 
delighted to be shortlisted for the 
Construction News Specialist 
Awards. 

“I believe this reflects the dedica¬ 
tion and professionalism we bring 
to all aspects of our business.” 
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December Events on 
The Pantiles 


Saturday 19th 

Sparkling Christmas market 
Indoor Arts & Crafts Fair 
String Theory 
Woody - One man band 
The Mayfield Town Band 

Sunday 20th 

Sparkling Christmas market 
Street entertainers 
The "Strange Fruit Trio" 
Topper - juggling 
Michele Roszak Singers 


10.00-16.00 The Upper Pantiles 
10.00-16.00 The Corn Exchange 
10.00-12.00 The Bandstand 
1 1.00-16.00 Roaming The Pantiles 

12.30- 13.30 

14.30- 15.30 The Bandstand 

10.00-16.00 The Upper Pantiles 
10.00-13.00 Busking The Pantiles 
1 1.00-12.00 Busking outside TIC 
1 1.00-16.00 Roaming The Pantiles 
14.00-14.45 

15.15-16.00 The Bandstand 


Pepenbury, the residential and day care service for adults 
with learning disabilities, is currently staging a unique 
Christmas Art Show at The Pantiles until Wednesday 
23rd December at No. 9 The Pantiles. 


www.thepantilesonline.co.uk 
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After 158 years, 
it’s all over for 

Noakes store 


By JOM COATES 

jon.coates@kosmedia.co.uk 


A FAMILY-run department 
store closed its tills for the 
final time this week bringing 
to an end 158 years of trading. 

Noakes, in Grosvenor Road, has been a 
cherished institution at the heart of 
Tunbridge Wells since 1851, but after 
becoming a victim of increased competi¬ 
tion and the recession its owners took 
the tough decision last year to shut the 
store when its lease ran out. 

The doors closed for the last time on 
Wednesday without any great fanfare or 
farewell speeches. 

Co-owner and chairman Bryan Harris 
said: “It was the end of an era and a very 
sad day, but we took the decision to qui¬ 
etly fade away. 

“The store looked empty as we had to 
remove all the shelves and fittings. We 
had moved anything left to the front of 
the store and there were only six of us 
left working there. 

“Everyone at the store has been totally 
depressed this week, so we decided not 
to have speeches or a last day event.” 

But Mr Harris, 72, who started working 
at Noakes after leaving school in 1953, 
thanked all of the customers who had 
sent cards or called the store to express 
their sadness and shock at it closing. 

He said: ‘We have had loads of cards 
and people from long distances away 
have been phoning to wish us well and 
express their sadness. 

“People have been coming in to ask 
where are they going to go now, but it is 
a sign of the times. 

“It has been nice to see how people care 
but it was a very sad day to close the 
store for good.” 

Barometer 

Elias Noakes opened the department 
store in Calverley Road in 1851 and it 
quickly became an economic barometer 
for the town. 

At the turn of the century the farmers 
and council house tenants would shop at 
Noakes at the top of the town, while the 
more affluent, coined ‘the carriage trade’, 
would go to Weekes at the bottom of 
Mount Pleasant, where Hoopers is today. 

Whenever there was a slump in the 
economy or a time of budget tightening, 
the well-to-do shoppers would head up 
the hill to Noakes for its cheaper prices. 

But by the mid-1980s the store made a 
big mistake in trying to bridge that gap 
in class. 

The pretty cottage shop in which it 
first opened was transformed, with a 
new frontage and grand staircase inside. 

The result was that its loyal customers 
thought it was too posh for them and 
trade plummeted, forcing the Noakes 
family to relocate to the High Street in 
1936 and then its current premises in 
Grosvenor Road in 1937. 

Charles Harris - the current chair¬ 
man’s father - who started work at the 
store as an apprentice in 1929, went into 
partnership with Fred Noakes in 1946 



BAROMETER: Noakes has finally closed after 158 years in the town 


and took over the business when he 
passed away in 1953. 

His two sons then took over the 
reins, despite Charles coming into 
work every day until he was 88. 

But after 56 years at the store, 


Bryan said he and his brother could 
not keep bailing out the loss-mak¬ 
ing store in these tough economic 
times and decided not to renew 
their lease and close Noakes for 
good this week. 


Bonhams 
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Forthcoming Valuation Days 
Winter 8c Spring 2010 


Friday 15 January 

English & Continental Silver 
With Nick Shaw 

Consigning for the Wednesday 12 May Sale 

Wednesday 10 February 

Chinese & Japanese Works of Art 

With Angela McAteer 

Consigning for the Thursday 13 May Sale 

Monday 8 March 

Jewellery 
With Patricia Law 

Consigning for the Wednesday 21 April sale 

Wednesday 7 April 

Musical Instruments 
With Pippa Wilkins 

Consigning for the Wednesday 16 June Sale 

General Valuation Days 

Every Friday at the Sevenoaks Office 

NB: All Valuation Days are run between 
10am and 2pm, by appointment only. 


We are also consigning items for 
other sales including: 

Fine English and Works of Art 

Wednesday 3 March 

Closing Date: Monday 18 January 

Post War & Contempory Art & Design 

Wednesday 24 February 
Closing Date: Wednesday 6 January 

Clocks, Watches & Barometers 

Tuesday 2 March 

Closing Date: Friday 8 January 

For more information or to make 
an appointment please contact 
Natalie Markworth on 01732 740 310 
or email: sevenoaks@bonhams.com 

Bonhams 

13 Lime Tree Walk 
Sevenoaks, Kent TNI 3 1YH 
01732 740 310 
01732 741 842 fax 
www.bonhams.com 


London • New York ■ Paris • San Francisco • Los Angeles • Hong Kong • Melbourne • Dubai 
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From cleaning pots to 



CHRIS BRITCHER meets a young man 
with a big weight on his shoulders 
as the manager of Tunbridge Wells’ 
foremost retreat, the Hotel du Vin. 


DEPENDING on your 
preconceived idea of hotel 
managers, Mike Auld is 
either a delight or a crush¬ 
ing disappointment. 

If you’re banking on meeting a 
modern-day Basil Fawlty, he will 
leave you wanting. There’s no atti¬ 
tude. He respects guests. He doesn’t 
whack waiters (at least not while I’m 
with him) and he doesn’t strike me as 
the sort of person who would look to 
endear himself to German guests 
with some ill-judged impersonations. 

No. He’s impeccably turned out. His 
manners are without fault, his staff 
seem genuinely pleased to see him 
and he probably doesn’t put ‘no riff 
raff’ in his advertisements. 

In fact, if you were a guest, I’m 
guessing you’d be pleased to see him. 

What’s more, the chances are he’d 
check you in, take your bags to your 
room and you may well find him in 
the bar serving you a drink later. But 
he’s not your normal hotel manager. 

First, his property is perhaps 


Tunbridge Wells’ most prestigious. As 
general manager of the Hotel du Vin 
he is in the front line of the town’s 
hospitality providers. 

Secondly, he is just 28 - the 
youngest general manager in the 15- 
strong Hotel du Vin chain. 

And, perhaps most importantly, he 
is a local boy bom and bred. Schooled 
just down the road in Tonbridge, he 
knows what makes the Hotel du Vin 
tick - and what doesn’t. 

What’s more, he has worked his 
way up from pot cleaner to man in 
charge in just ten years. It’s a 
remarkable achievement. 

“I was just 18 when I started here,” 
he says, as he sits in one of the hotel’s 
lounge areas. “I worked part-time 
while I was at college as a kitchen 
hand, washing the pots and doing 
what was needed. 

“When I left college, I started at 
Brian Turner’s restaurant the Orange 
Balloon in Tonbridge, which I did for 
about five months. But I didn’t really 
like it. Then I got the chance of work¬ 
ing here as a trainee manager which 
meant you did a bit of everything as 



Thieves like to 
go Christmas 
shopping 
- at your expense 


* * 

^ A ' 


If caught, they could face a fine, possible prison sentence and W i 
a criminal record. Don't make it easy. Hide it, lock it, keep it 


Kent 

Police 


For actions on priorities where you live vis*: www.kent.polke.uk/yousaidwedid 

To report non-urgent crime and ano-sooal behaviour, call 01622 690690 

In an emergency, dW 999. For the deaf and speech impaired, text 'Police' to 60066 
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hotel top job 


was required, So 1 worked my way 
through the departments” 

Around four years ago he left - 
offered the chance to experience the 
commercial clout of the Thistle chain 
at a hotel in Brighton. He moved 
there, soaked up everything he could 
and when the Hotel du Vin group 
came calling again, he was ready, 

*T grew up with Hotel du Vin in 
Tunbridge Wells and knew r the prod' 
uct. This hotel is struggling a little at 
the moment, that's no secret, and 
they were looking for someone to 
come in with the experience of the 
tow r n and the hotel. And Fd always 
aspired to be a general manager.” 

So a little over ton weeks ago he 
once again returned to the place he 
learned his trade. 

But he arrives at a time when the 
hospitality business is taking one 
hell of a beating from the stormy 
waters of the recession. It would be 
hard enough if it were just a dip in 
the number of weekend customers, 
but the hotel business is being hit 
with the toughest loss of all - huge 
cuts in its backbone business trade. 

As corporations cut their budgets 
and costs, hotel bills are among the 
first to be trimmed. And the four-star 
splendour of the Hotel du Vin has 
been hit hard. 

‘‘The corporate side of the business 
has really dropped ” he admits. “Meet¬ 
ings have gone in-house and the 
number of rooms booked by corporate 
customers has taken a battering. 


“Corporates have dropped their 
budgets. Some even say you can’t 
stay in higher than a three star, so 
even if we offered a bettor price they 
wouldn’t be able to stay here. 

“It is very tricky. It is one thing we 
are coming to terms with and flexing 
the rate. How can you make up that 
shortfall? It’s insurmountable to be 
honest. But ultimately you have to go 
to a lower rate.” 

Which, in itself, is a change brought 
on as a sign of the times. Mr Auld 
admits a classic Hotel du Vin ethos 
w r as “not to flex our rate”. But when 
needs must it seems even those 
things set in stone have to give. 

“That's what you have to do in 
these times,” he says. *1 think the 
hotel is misperceived in the commu¬ 
nity too. I think its seen as too expen¬ 
sive, or somewhere only to go to on a 
special occasion. 

Surprise 

“T guess more and more people are 
saving their pennies now. But I think 
people would be surprised at what a 
good deal it is now.” 

But it is far from all doom and 
gloom. While toe hotel may have had 
some budgeting holes blown in it 
over recent months, it has not fared 
as badly as others. 

Mr Auld adds: “I think even-one 
has become realistic more quickly. 
We certainly haven’t had the year 
some of us feared from the beginning.” 

The beginning of Mr Auld’s journey 


was back at Hugh Christie Tech¬ 
nology School in Tonbridge and a 
dilemma when it came to his options. 

“I had no clue what I wanted to do,” 
he says. “When I was much younger 
I wanted to be a vet. But when 1 dis¬ 
covered how long you had to study I 
decided that wasn’t for me, 

“At that point in school I was work¬ 
ing part time in a restaurant chain in 
Tonbridge. So when I went to college 
I combined my passion for food with 
the business side of things. At West 
Kent College I did an NVQ in cater¬ 
ing and hospitality 1 ; 

“But what I quickly realised was a 
college kitchen w r as very different 
from a commercial kitchen and there 
w ere a couple of things which went 
on in the restaurant chain I worked 
at that I really didn't like. It ended up 
with me storming out deciding 
enough was enough. 1 didn’t want to 
be a chef anymore” 

Instead, he decided to move out of 
the kitchen and into front-of-house. 
There he has gained experience of 
every role the hotel has to offer. 
Determined to not be stuck behind a 
desk, he makes it a goal to be on the 
shop floor as much as possible. He 
admits his dream is to own and oper¬ 
ate his own hotel in Spain but for 
now r he is looking to lead hotel on to 
bigger and better things and then 
look to leap into a more regional role. 

Whoever holds that position right 
now; ought to be keeping a close eye 
over their shoulder. 


WINTER SALE 


Main Dealer Service 
All Makes & Models 
Only £ 89.95 + VAT 


Jobs Included 

* Oil & Filter change 

/ 

♦ Fronf/rear washer fluids / 

* Broke flukl level checks 

/ 

• Condition/operation of / 

• Coolant/antifreeze 

/ 

all wiper blades 

condition check 


• Condition of exhaust system / 

• Power steering operation 

/ 

• Heater and air conditioning / 

and level check 


operation 

* Tyre wear & condition check 

/ 

• Check drive belt condition / 

• Tyre pressure check & adjustment 

/ 

• Battery condition / 

* All lights operational 

/ 

♦ Mirrors and instrumentation / 

* Condition of braking system 

/ 

operation 

• Shock absorber 

/ 

• Horn operation / 

, condition/operation 




Call 0845 1254596 Now to Book 


Suitable for all vehicles outside of manufacturer's 
warranty, this does not replace scheduled servicing 
required to meet warranty conditions 


Humphries and Parks Ltd Dowding Way, 
North Farm, Tunbridge Wells TN2 3UY 



KIA MOTORS 
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♦ 
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NQTOflS 



Valentine’s Meal 

at 

THE BREW HOUSE HOTEL 

Saturday 13th February 2010 

£ 75.00 

per couple 

Champagne cocktail on arrival 
Three course meal 
Live music 


01892 520 587 

to book your table* 


♦Booking essential as spare limilrd, drprwil.s may he rrquiird 


THE BREW HOUSE HOTEL 


1 WARWICK PARK ROYAL TUIVBRI0GE WELLS <EMT Th2 STA 
Telephone- 01892 520587 
e-mail: infoCa'brewhcjuseholrl com 
fcvww. brew househotel .com 


Time is running out, place your order soon 
to avoid the expected 2010 VAT increase. 

The Government are expected to 
increase VAT in 2010. If you are 
currently considering new windows, 
doors or a new conservatory take 
advantage of today’s lower VAT rate 
and improve your home for less.* 


Whether you need our Rated Energy Saving 
Windows, a vibrant new Coloured Door, a space 
enhancing Conservatory or maybe something from 
our traditional style Woodgrain Range, youTl get 
sound advice from our experienced consultants. 

Call Fineline today for more info on our complete 
range or come and see us at one of our local 
showsites for a free no obligation quotation. 

POLHILL GARDEN CENTRE, SEVENOAKS 
NEWNHAM COURT SHOPPING VILLAGE, MAIDSTONE 

calk 0800 449988 FlNELlNE 

www.finelinewmdows.co.uk windows • doors • conservatories 


* To take advantage of the lower rate VAT, payment must be made in full by December 31st 2009. 
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Celebrate 


.0 t f 

" w i ? 




i 


with a 


FREE 


bottle of 


MOET a CHANDON 

CHAMPAGNE 

When you spend 

£500 

or more at 

Burrells 


262 Royal Victoria Place, 
Tunbridge Wells, Kent TNI 2SS 
Phone: 01892 519840 
www.burrellsjewellers.co.uk 


Offer ends close of business 24th December and is not avatyClc in conjunction 

with any other promotion f 





18 I news week ending DECEMBER 20, 2009 


www.kentnews.co.uk for all the news and sport 


ADVERTISING © 01892 616103 ™ 


www.lakeside.uk.com 






#r. 




O 




pen 'til Hpm 


Week nights 1st - 23rd December 


1 akeside is open ’til 11pm week nights, from 1st to 23rd December. 

With more time to shop at your favourite stores and 250 great shops, 
cafes and restaurants to choose from, who wouldn’t feel happier 
shopping at Lakeside this Christmas? 






< 1 * 

• * JL- 


Lakeside r 

reel-good Christmas shopping 
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Rural officers’ 
beat is more 
of a walk on 
the wild side 



VARIETY: PC Lara Winchester and the rural team deal with a wide range of problems 






0 % 0 % 0 % 0 % 0 % 


In the latest of our series of special articles 
looking at policing in Kent, JANE BARLOW 
takes a look at the crackdown on rural crime 


T RACKING down poachers, 
warning off-road motorcy¬ 
clists about their behav¬ 
iour, returning escaped 
sheep and reassuring people in 
remote areas is all in a day’s 
work for a rural police officer. 

A team of Kent Police officers watch over 
the villages surrounding Tunbridge Wells, 
Tonbridge and Sevenoaks and also deal 
with issues such as illegal fishing and 
dumping waste in the countryside. 

The work is varied - and there is a huge 
patch to cover, meaning working with the 
local communities is vital in the bid to crack¬ 
down on crime and anti-social behaviour. 

PC Daphne Allen is part of a rural part¬ 
nership in west Kent. She works closely 
with the Environment Agency, Trading 
Standards, the RSPCA, farmers, landown¬ 
ers and residents. 

She said: “Working with the community 
and building relationships with them is 
very important. 

“People get to know us and then work 
with us, to report anything suspicious or 
talk to us about issues. We go to schools and 
to coffee mornings to get to know people 
and we patrol the area each day, stopping 
suspicious vehicles or people.” 

PC Allen is a wildlife officer, which 
involves protecting the countryside and ani¬ 
mals. She has recently worked with Trading 
Standards to check fishermen had the cor¬ 
rect rod licences and with the Environment 
Agency to check that those driving through 
west Kent with rubbish aboard their vehi¬ 
cles had waste carrier licences and were not 
intending to dump it in woods or fields. 

The job also involves working closely with 
landowners and gamekeepers. 

PC Allen and her team are keeping a 
careful eye on farmland where they have 
recently found tyre tracks they believe are 



for Tunbridge Wells 
Borough Councils’ 
Planning Notices 

See Page 52 


either due to poachers or off-ride bikers. 

PC Lara Winchester is a rural officer who 
covers Paddock Wood, Five Oak Green and 
Capel. Her role can involve anything from 
tackling speeding drivers to dealing with 
nuisance off-road motorcyclists. 

Residents of Paddock Wood said they 
were concerned about speeding, and PC 
Winchester launched a campaign aimed at 
catching those breaking the law, educating 
them and taking enforcement action. 

She said: “PCSOs have been out with speed 
indication devices logging the details of those 
speeding. We have also sent leaflets out 
telling people about the impact of breaking 
the speed limit by just five miles per hour.” 

During the summer, residents of Cogate 
Road and Ringden Avenue reported mini- 
motos to be a problem. Police patrols in the 
area were stepped up and a bike was seized. 

PC Winchester said: “After that, the prob¬ 
lem stopped. Seizing one bike was a deter¬ 
rent to others.” 

Concerns 

PC Winchester has also worked to tackle 
a problem with youths acting anti-socially. 
An on-going operation in the town centre 
and neighbourhood officers working closely 
with the local youth centre has led to a 
huge reduction in problems. 

PC Rachel Howson is a neighbourhood 
police officer who looks after villages 
around Tunbridge Wells, including Langton 
Green, Bidborough, Ashurst and 
Speldhurst. She said: “In the rural areas it 
is important that we are available for peo¬ 
ple to speak to. When they see us out and 
about people will come up and give us infor¬ 
mation which they might not have both¬ 
ered phoning us about. 

“Some people ask us for advice and if we 
can’t help we point them in the right direc¬ 
tion as well as giving them reassurance. 

“Each village has its own issues. Youths 
who live in the rural area say there isn’t any¬ 
thing to do, so we have helped set up youth 
clubs. There is also a night bus provided 
by the council which goes to Tunbridge 
Wells and the surrounding villages which 
has PlayStations, a television and Xboxes 
on board which gives them somewhere to 
go and something to do.” 

PC Ben Clatworthy covers Otford, 
Shoreham, Kemsing, Seal and the Weald. 
He and PCSOs Jane Wright and Sue 
Harwood are working with Sevenoaks 
District Council to tackle fly-tipping in the 
countiyside. They are building a database 
to gather evidence on those who are ille¬ 
gally dumping waste. 

Another issue he is involved in is 
speeding through the villages. To combat 
this the rural team are conducting regu¬ 
lar speed checks. 

He said: “Drivers who speed through 
villages or along the country lanes 
should be warned that they will get 
caught.” 



WINTER 




STARTS BOXING DAY 
26TH DECEMBER 2009 



OPENING TIMES 

Saturday 26th December 
Sunday 27th Decembe 
Monday - Wednesday 
Thursday: 


Saturday 2n 


10am - 5pm 
11am - 5pm 
9am - 6pm 
9am - 5pm 
Closed New Year's Day 

9am - 6pm 





Discount offer not available in departments 
displaying a notice to that effect. 

Offer excludes catering. 


%0 %0 %0 

rC *% 0% *% 


HOOPERS 


TUNBRIDGE WELLS 


Mount Pleasant Road Tunbridge Wells Kent TNI 1QT 
Tel: 01892 530222 email: tunbridgewells@hoopers.ltd.uk 


www.hoopers.ltd.uk 
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Branch out this Christmas 

PAT CRAWFORD of Hadlow College offers expert 
tips for making the best of your festive foliage 



BELLS AND THISTLES: Christmas just 
isn’t Christmas without the festive tree 


A TREE is so much part of the fes¬ 
tive season that it’s difficult to 
imagine Christmas without it. 

But a decorated tree, the hanging of mistle¬ 
toe and the burning of a yule log all owe their 
existence to our pagan ancestors, long before 
the celebration of Christ’s birth. 

The custom of putting up a Christmas tree 
certainly existed some 400 years ago and, by 
the early 19th century, European royal courts 
and noble families had taken up the idea. 

A Christmas tree was part of the festivities 
for Queen Victoria, Prince Albert and their 
children at Windsor Castle and this inspired 
the modern British tradition. 

A ‘Christmas tree’ can be one of many 
species. Varieties of fir have become especial¬ 
ly popular lately because, unlike the tradi¬ 
tional Norway Spruce, they don’t shed their 
needles as they dry out. 

Matthew Archer, manager of Hadlow 
College’s Broadview Centre, favours UK- 


grown Nordmann firs: “I prefer to stock trees 
that are grown in this country because it is a 
far more sustainable practice than buying 
imported trees. Furthermore, it is good for the 
UK’s rural economy.” 

Matthew’s top tip when buying is: “Look at 
the shape of the tree and the colour - don’t 
buy anything that is already shedding nee¬ 
dles or looking tired.” 

Alex Rennie, Hadlow’s head gardener, said 
a common fault in selecting a tree relates 
to size. 

He said: “People often want a tall tree that 
reaches nearly to the ceiling, but they don’t 
consider the width. The taller the tree, the 
more width space it will require.” 

Both agree it is a good idea to buy a rooted 
tree for growing on, longevity and possible re¬ 


use, but Matthew added: “The majority of 
trees that have been kept in a hot room for 
several days are unlikely to survive.” 

Alex said: “A gorgeously decked 
Christmas tree looks particularly good 
placed in a corner near a log fire but that or 
close to a radiator or other form of heat, is 
the worst possible position from the per¬ 
spective of the tree’s survival. 

“Anyone wanting to grow on a rooted tree 
should consider placing it in a cool porch or, 
even better, outside in the garden.” 

On prolonging the appearance of an un¬ 
rooted tree, Alex said: “Treat a cut tree like a 
cut flower. Saw off an inch or more from the 
base of the trunk. Then immerse the tree in 
water for two or three hours. This will help to 
prevent the tree drying out.” 


Petty issues fail to spoil panto fun for Laura 


CINDERELLA has been a huge hit 
at the Orchard Theatre in Dartford 
since opening on December 5, despite 
the odd wardrobe malfunction. 

Laura Evans plays the heroine in 
the spectacular pantomime and the 
cast have been delighting audiences 
with this magical family show in the 
build-up to Christmas. 

But unexpected and funny events 
can occur at any time, much to the 
delight of the audience. 

“One night I walked into a ball 


scene with half my dress tucked up 
under my petticoat,” said Evans. “One 
of the dancers had to pull it down. It 
was quite funny because I was sup¬ 
posed to be this elegant princess.” 

The cast also features Lesley 
Joseph as the Fairy Godmother and 
Matt Slack as Buttons who, as Evans 
revealed, can always be relied upon 
for a few impromptu gags. 

But everything has gone according 
to plan so far, even Cinderella’s tricky 
waltz with Prince Charming. 


“The dance went fine,” she said. “I 
even learned how to dance while hold¬ 
ing my dress up.” 

One cast member proving particu¬ 
larly popular with audiences is 
Churchill, the TV insurance dog. 

“The audience find him quite funny,” 
said Evans. “He has his own little 
scene and he gets a few laughs. 
Everyone seems to have taken to him.” 

With a few more weeks of perform¬ 
ances ahead of them, the cast are 
taking great care to ensure every 


show is just as good as the last. 

“Now we’re into the swing of it, it’s 
really good fun,” Evans said. ‘We’re 
getting used to doing two shows a day. 
We come in with our coffees and vita¬ 
mins every morning, as we’re all para¬ 
noid we’re going to get ill, but we’ve 
been fine so far.” 

• Cinderella runs at the Orchard 
Theatre in Dartford until Sunday,\ 
January 10. To book tickets call the 
box office on 01322 220000 or visit 
www.orchardtheatre.co. uk. 



HEROINE: Laura Evans 



1 BEDROOM 
APARTMENTS FROM 

£ 165,000 

2 BEDROOM 
APARTMENTS FROM 

£ 195,000 j 

y 


tkt 'fikWimttt.i ckoici tMtE 
for a{[ tki {Amity 


For more information, please call: 

01233 714050 


Lakeside Village, 

Chapel Road, Hothfield, 


Easy options available to help you move now 

please ask for details... 

- Village features include 


• Lakeside setting adjoining a 
nature reserve 

•Village restaurant, bar and lounge 

• Bridge room 

• Unisex hairdressing salon 


•Guest suite 

• Mini bus 

• Dedicated staff 

• 24 hour emergency response service 
•Personal Care Services available 


Lakeside Retirement Village 

Hothfield, near Ashford 

Retirement apartments for sale or rent 


Enjoy the independence of 
your own apartment in 
wonderful surroundings 
whilst your family come and 
go secure in the knowledge 
that you are in safe hands 
24 hours a day. 


www.carevillageuk.com Ashford, KentTN25 4LN 


the freedom of choice 
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)N\N Free broadband for a year 

WE YE teamed up with BT to cele¬ 
brate the launch of up to 20Mb 
broadband in Tunbridge Wells by 
offering one lucky home and one 
lucky business the chance to win 
free broadband for a year. 

With up to 20Mb broadband*, homes and 
businesses will see faster uploads and down¬ 
loads, faster use of large applications and 
spend less time waiting for web pages to load. 

Now, watching movies online, sending large 
files to colleagues and surfing the net has 
never been easier - even at peak times. 

Current BT customers can simply upgrade 
for free, just by renewing their broadband con¬ 
tract. 

To enter, simply answer the question below 
and send your entry on a postcard along with 
your email address (if applicable), name, 
address, and daytime telephone number to BT 
Competition, KOS Media, Apple Barn, 

Smeeth, Ashford, Kent, TN25 6SR. The closing 
date is January 12, 2010. 

Question: The www. In a website 
address stands for: 

a. webby web web 

b. world wide web 

c. wow what a web 

For more details about BT’s up to 20Mb 
broadband service please visit: homes: 
www.bt.com/20mb alternatively for business¬ 
es: www.bt.com/business/totalbroadband 

No purchase necessary. For our full terms and conditions 
see www.kentnews.co.uk, or call 01303 817073. If you do not 
wish to receive any literature please write ‘no literature’ on 
your entry. 

^Speeds referred to are download speeds. Other factors 
affecting speed include distance from the exchange and 
home wiring. See www.bt.com/superfastbroadband to see 
what speed we can provide on your line. If your line won’t 
support up to 20Mb, well offer the best speed available. 




just released 

THE DAIRY BUNGALOW 



Call in to see us today 

Our marketing suite is open seven days a week 10.00am - 5.00pm 

Tel: 01732 847500 

email: kentsales@hillreed.co.uk 


Greenway • Kings Hill • Kent 

This is a rare opportunity to purchase a 
brand new 3 bedroom detached bungalow 
situated on the rural edge at Kings Hill. 

■ Double car barn 

■ Unique farmstyle design 

■ Backing onto woodland 

■ Ideal for retirement/downsizing 

■ Safe secure environment 

■ Lower fuel and energy bills 

£399,950 

Also available at Kings Hill 

2 bed apartments from £197,950 

3 beds houses from £259,950 

4 bed houses from £339,950 
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KOS Campaign 2009 



In association with 


KENTi 


BUY LOCAL PRODUCE ONLINE 


foodforkent.co.uk 

Seasonings greetings, one and all 



With last-minute Christmas preparations in full swing, RACHEL McATHY finds 
out how to make the most of top local produce with special festive recipes 


C HRISTMAS is just days away - the last of the 
decorations are being put up, presents are 
being wrapped and the fridge is fit to burst 
with seasonal treats. 

With less than a week left to plan the big day, we have com¬ 
piled the ultimate Christmas banquet, using locally sourced 
ingredients. 

Every course is catered for, with a Christmas starter, main 
and dessert, as well as the secret to perfect stuffing. 

Each recipe features an array of local produce, from vegeta¬ 
bles, meats and game, to nuts, wines and dairy. To start is a deli¬ 
cious winter warmer soup, featuring Christmas favourite the 
chestnut, paired with Kentish mushrooms. 

For the main meal, turkey has been replaced by succulent 
pheasant, cooked with spicy chorizo for a Spanish twist. 

Finish off the festive feast with a mouth-watering dessert of 
tiramisu, made with Kentish cobnuts. 

So using ingredients grown and reared here in the county, you 
can be rest assured that feeding the family this Christmas can 
be both stress-free and absolutely delicious. Merry Christmas 
from everyone at foodforkent.co.uk and KOS Media. 

Chestnut and Mushroom Soup 

Preparation time: 10 minutes 
Cooking time: 35 minutes 
Serves: 6 

2 tsps Chapel Press rapeseed Oil 
1 onion, finely chopped 
1 carrot, chopped 
350g mushrooms, sliced 
175g peeled roasted chestnuts 
2 litres vegetable stock 
2 tbsps chopped fresh parsley 
lOOg Hinxden Dairy creme fraiche 
salt and freshly ground black pepper 

Heat the oil in a large saucepan and saute the onion, carrot 
and mushrooms until softened, about 5 minutes. Sprinkle in the 
flour and continue to saute for a couple more minutes. 

Add the chestnuts and then gradually add vegetable stock to 
the saucepan and bring to the boil. Reduce the heat, cover and 
simmer for 20 minutes. 

Transfer the soup to a liquidiser or food processor and add 
the parsley and most of the creme fraiche. Blend for about 15- 
20 minutes until smooth, then return to the saucepan. 

Taste and season the soup, then serve in warmed bowls, gar¬ 
nished with the reserved fromage frais and parsley sprigs. 

• Cook's note: to roast chestnuts, pierce them with a sharp knife 
on the flat side, then roast them on a baking sheet in an oven 



JUST DESSERT: Cobnut Tiramisu topped with cocoa powder 


preheated to gas mark 6/200C/400F for 15-20 minutes 

Pot Roast Kentish Pheasant with a Spanish Twist 

Preparation Time: 10 minutes 
Cooking time: 180 minutes 
Serves: 6 

2 Mersham Hatch pheasants 

1 knob of Nederland butter 

3 tbsp Chapel Press rapeseed oil 

4 cloves garlic 
4 sprigs thyme 

2 bay leaves 
salt and pepper 
200g chorizo 

300ml Chapel Down white wine 
500ml stock 

1 handful chopped parsley 

2 onions 

Place a large casserole dish over a medium heat, add the but¬ 
ter and a tablespoon of the Chapel Press rapeseed oil. Add the 
onions (peeled and finely sliced), the garlic, thyme and bay 
leaves. Cook for about 10 minutes until soft and golden, stirring 
regularly. Meanwhile, set a large frying pan over a high heat and 
add two tablespoons of rapeseed oil. Brown the pheasants on all 
sides for a few minutes, then transfer to the casserole. Add the 
chorizo (outer skin removed and chopped into chunks). Fry for a 
few minutes then add to the casserole. 

Deglaze the frying pan with a little of the wine, add that to 
the casserole along with the remaining wine, stock. Bring to a 
simmer, cover and then move to a pre-heated oven at 170C or 


325F, gas mark 3. Cook for about two hours. 

Remove the pheasants from the pan and set aside in a warm 
place. Skim off any excess fat. Add the parsley and season to 
taste. Carve the birds into manageable pieces onto warmed 
plates and spoon over the chorizo and sauce. Serve with mashed 
potatoes and/or bread. 

Kentish Christmas Stuffing 

Preparation Time: 25 minutes 
Cooking time: 15 minutes 
Serves: 10 

50g Nederland butter 
200g onions, peeled & chopped 
lOOg celery, roughly chopped 
225g Cumberland sausage, skinned 

2 rashers local bacon - thinly chopped 
lOOg brown breadcrumbs 

4 tbsps chopped fresh parsley 
4 tsps chopped fresh thyme 
50g Kentish cobnuts 
salt and pepper 

Slice up the bacon, onion and celery. Melt the butter in a fry¬ 
ing pan and add the bacon, onion and celery - you're not look¬ 
ing to cook it, just fry it off for a few minutes. Meanwhile put 
the breadcrumbs, herbs and nuts into a food processor (here is 
where you can experiment, add some different types of nuts or 
herbs, thyme works well, it's really down to what you have to 
hand). Add the bacon onion mix and blend with a couple of 
whizzes of the processor. 

Now you can either stuff the bird or place on a baking tray for 
45 minutes until crisp. 

Cobnut Tiramisu (from Alex Hunt at Potash Farm) 

Preparation: 1 hour, plus 2-3 hours chilling (or overnight) 
Cooking time: 20 minutes 
Number of servings: 8-10 

1 tsp vanilla extract 

3 egg yolks 

50g caster sugar 

pinch of salt 

250g mascarpone 

250g double cream 

lOOg shelled cobnuts, roughly chopped 

300ml cold espresso coffee 

4 tbsp hazelnut or coffee liqueur 
250g sponge fingers 

cocoa powder, for sprinkling 


Put the vanilla, egg yolks, caster sugar and salt in a heatproof 
bowl and place over a pan of steaming hot water. Beat with elec¬ 
tric whisk until the mixture is thick and creamy. Then remove 
the bowl from over the pan and continue whisking until the mix¬ 
ture is cool and thick. 

Beat the mascarpone in a separate bowl until soft and then 
fold it into the egg mixture. In another large bowl whip the 
cream and then fold it into the egg mixture. 

Heat a non-stick pan on top of the stove. When hot, add the 
cobnuts and toast, stirring constantly, for 5-6 minutes until the 
nuts are fragrant. Remove from the pan and leave to cool. 

Mix the coffee and liqueur together in a high-sided dish. Dip 
the sponge fingers into the coffee mixture one at a time and lay 
in the bottom of a glass serving dish. Sprinkle over some of the 
toasted cobnuts, then spoon over some of the cream and smooth 
over the surface. 

Repeat the layers with the coffee-soaked sponge fingers, nuts 
and cream until all the cream is used up. Smooth the final layer 
of cream, dust with cocoa powder and sprinkle over the remain¬ 
ing nuts. Place in the fridge for at least 2-3 hours prior to serv¬ 
ing. Can also be made in individual glass bowls. 

Plenty of time to sample 
Christmas market treats 

DELICIOUS winter treats are in store for visitors to 
Westwood Cross shopping centre in Thanet until Wednesday, 
December 23. 

The centre has been hosting a Christmas market for the 
last month which runs for just a few more days. 

One trader, Ems Cupcakes, will offer festive nibbles, liqueur 
and gifts, which can be ordered anywhere in Thanet. 

For directions, visit www.westwoodx.co.uk 

Say cheese and you'll be 
in very good company 

FRANCE is famous for it, but Kent cheese is among the best 
around. Now you can see for yourself exactly 
how it is made at the Cheesemakers 
Canterbury. 

Two days of tasting will take place 
on Monday and Tuesday, December 
21 and 22, where other local pro¬ 
duce will also be available to sample 
with a glass of mulled wine or cider. 

Both days run from 10am to 4pm. 




foodfbrkent.co.uk 


We are committed to adding more local suppliers to our online service and any local business or producer that 
wishes to join our campaign should contact us at foodforkenLco.uk or email us at feedback@kosmedia.co.uk 
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The best beds in the world 


GRANGE ligneroset 


. . Collins its Brinkhaus 

IGIlda Furniture Limited DE s, G m EDeor Vu ND sl EE p 


Titchmarsh & Goodwin hiilsta S! benz 
LEOLUX Ercol KEYTON tsMUamwMt Hastens'4 Dunloplllo ♦ 


TEMPUR 

PRESSURE RELIEVING 
ATTRESSES AND PILLOWS 


The widest choice of beds and furniture this side of Knightsbridge, with up to 


wells 


since 1925 



ITEMS 


Wells Bedding and Interiors 44 High Street, Tunbridge Wells. TNI 1XF 01892 535555 wellsinterior2@btconnect.com 
Wells Bed and Furniture Sale Outlet 10 London Road, Sevenoaks. TN13 1AJ 01732 459069 
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BRITCHER 


How I managed to poke myself 
in eye with a blunt stick 


EVERY year, some organisation 
or another comes out with a list of 
hilarious household items which 
blundering idiots have somehow 
turned into dangerous objects. 

You know the sort of thing. Five people 
went to casualty after some cotton wool fell 
on their foot, or a baked bean got stuck up 
their nose. 

And this week I can add the mighty reed 
diffuser - for most, a perfectly harmless thing 
which makes rooms smell nice. 

Yet, for me, last weekend, it transformed 
itself into something which left me blubbing 
for the next 24 hours like a ruddy great baby. 

For the uninitiated, this item is just the lat¬ 
est gimmicky air freshener. There are some 
little sticks, which sit in a small vase with 
some little coloured ball things. I assume the 
smell soaks up through the stick. 

They’re not big sticks. Or sharp sticks. Just 
little thin jobs that sit there looking innocent. 

You really would have to go out of your way 


to harm yourself on these little babies. 

But they are intriguing looking things. So 
as I cleared one of them away I decided to 
peer in to see what the little balls did. 

A mistake. 

For reasons I can no longer comprehend, 
and heaven knows, I’ve thought long and 
hard about it this week, I picked it up, and 
brought it up to my face for a better view. 

Speared 

Better view would not be the phrase I 
would use again. Because as I brought the 
thing to my face I speared one of the sticks 
into my right eye. 

As I pulled the thing away, one of the sticks 
remained in my eye ball. I had to pull it out. 

Now, don’t get me wrong, it wasn’t stuck in 
to the extent that as I pulled, my eye ball 
came away with it. I suspect it was just stuck 
in the goo of my eye. But my word it hurt. 

I reeled back - the pain far outweighed by 
the huge sense of stupidity I felt. 

For the rest of the day, my eye would flare 
up every 20 minutes in agony and tears. I 


went to a panto that afternoon and looked 
like the emotion of the slapstick action was 
all too much for me. Or, perhaps worse, that I 
was crying with laughter. 

The following day my eye was still sore, and 
my vision blurred. I had to cancel meetings, 
alluding, if not clarifying, as to exactly why I 
could no longer meet them face to face. And 
the less said about the unsympathetic 
response of my work colleagues, the better. 
Even the doctor could hardly disguise the 
smirk on her normally straight face as I 
explained what a blithering buffoon I had 
been. 

My mother misheard me and thought I’d 
rammed an aerosol in my eye. And I fear so 
many people are thinking this is just an elab¬ 
orate excuse and that my wife tired of my 
many irritating ways and finally did what so 
many have probably long wanted to do and 
poked me hard in the eye with a stick. 

If only the truth were so exciting. 

So I warn you all now... do NOT look too 
closely at this air-freshening device. And I 
urge everyone not to be so very, very stupid. 



Chris Britcher is editor of this newspaper. Contact him with your news and views by emailing him direct: chris.britcher@kosmedia.co.uk 


RETIREMENT LIVING I Security and independence 


Move and 

Live Free 
for a Year 




Purchase a brand new 
retirement apartment at 
Holmes Court and not only 
will we pay your moving 
expenses and help you 
through the moving process - 
we will even cover your living 
expenses* for the first year in 
your new retirement apartment! 

Call now for more information. 


*Terms and conditions apply. Subject to legal completion by 21.05.10. 
Not to be used in conjunction with any other offer. 


tv\\nce r 

Deceit*** 




RETIREMENT APARTMENTS 
FROM £214,950 


TONBRIDGE 

Holmes Court, Medway Wharf Rd. 

Open Tue - Sat, 10.30am - 5.00pm 

01732 357684 

► House Manager 

► 24-hour Careline ► Lift 

► Security Entrance System 

► Intruder & Smoke Alarm 


/T\ 


McCarthy & Stone 


RETIREMENT LIVING 


www.mccarthyandstone.co.uk 
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A lifeline for my wife 


I am writing in response to the front page 
story calling for the scrapping of Kent Health 
Watch (December 6). 

I have had reason to contact them regard¬ 
ing difficulty getting satisfaction from the 
NHS. My wife has been unwell for nearly five 
years and despite seeing numerous doctors 
and consultants no-one could find out what 
was wrong with her. 

One doctor even said her illness was a mys¬ 
tery They all wanted to prescribe anti¬ 
depressants and other pills as they had no 
idea what was wrong. 

In desperation, I contacted our councillor at 
Kent Health Watch, Alan Marsh. 

He came to see us and we explained the sit¬ 
uation. He said he would look into it. Within 
two weeks we had an appointment for tests 
at St Thomas’s Hospital in London. 

They discovered what was wrong with my 
wife and she will be having an operation in 
January to rectify the problem. 

So after suffering for five years, thanks to 
Kent Health Watch and Cllr Alan Marsh, she 
will be well again. 

If Cllr Trudy Dean was in the same situa¬ 
tion as us she would be glad to find someone 
who listens to their problem and then gets it 
sorted out. 

I would like to thank Kent County Council 


Make your voice heard 


WE WELCOME your comments and 
letters for publication. 

Please send correspondence to: The 
Editor, KOS Media, 3 Cumberland 
Walk, Tunbridge Wells, Kent TNI 1UJ. 
Or email westkent@kosmedia.co.uk. 

Please include your name and 
address, although these will be with¬ 
held in exceptional circumstances. 

Please also include a daytime tele¬ 
phone number for verification (this 


will not be published). We reserve the 
right to edit letters. 

Missed last week’s paper and want 
to know what sparked the debate? 

Then access back issues online with 
our award-winning e-editions. 

Simply visit www.kentnews.co.uk 
and click on the paper at the top of 
the screen. 

You can access all KOS Media’s other 
titles this way too. 


for providing this service and urge anyone 
having problems with the NHS to contact 
them. 

C Stones, via email 


*o!icecB!iS 
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He’s a law unto himself 

Will anyone seriously be too sad to see the 
back of Kent’s Chief Constable Mike Fuller? 

The man has been trying to leave the posi¬ 
tion he holds for months without success and 
now it seems someone has finally decided to 
offer him a role elsewhere. 


While I wish him well, I would like to think 
the next person who holds such an important 
and prized position in our county is not so 
desperate to quit it. 

Gareth Fenner, Sevenoaks 

Reasons to be fearful 

Julian Ackroyd’s letter last week (‘Sorry I’m 
not warming to climate change tale’) raised 
some interesting points - albeit that they got 
lost in a rather garbled narrative. 

I am sure there is some truth to the fact it 
is not all doom and gloom. But surely the 
whole point of this is that by acting now, we 
avoid the point where there is nothing we can 
do to change anything, as we’ve left it too 
late. So if there has been a bit of scaremon- 
gering, then so be it. 

Better 75 per cent of us get a little shaken 
up and do something for the long-term bene¬ 
fit of this planet, than everything is played 
down and only 10 per cent change their 
lifestyle. Of course, so much does indeed rely 
on the biggest nations playing ball. And with¬ 
out them the chances are everything will 
indeed not carry much clout. But we cannot 
just give up on changes because they do. 

Heidi Butler, Tunbridge Wells 


Big players hold sway 

I know it’s important, and I know we cannot 
just ignore it, but isn’t everyone bored to bits 
of climate change stories at the moment? 

We know the situation. We know things 
have to change. But we could all fit low-ener¬ 
gy bulbs and cook our food by solar powered 
ovens, and it wouldn’t make a bit of differ¬ 
ence if the biggest countries in the world 
insist on not changing the way they live. 

As a result, it becomes an argument not 
worth having until the likes of the USA, 
China and India decide they will cooperate 
come what may. 

H Smith, Tonbridge 

Great Twenty20 vision 

I was delighted to read last week that Kent 
County Cricket Club intend to stage more of 
the hugely popular Twenty20 matches in 
Tunbridge Wells next summer. 

I genuinely believe we should consider this a 
massive boost for the town in these troubled 
times. 

I remember reading a letter in your pages a 
few weeks ago with someone mentioning how 
valuable staging more cricket could be to 
attracting more people to the town. I quite 
agree. 

What’s more it will hopefully attract more 
people to realise Tunbridge Wells is a great 
place to come and see top cricket. 

H Headley, Tunbridge Wells 

Are we getting worse? 

Is it just me, or do people’s manners in 
Tonbridge appear to be in steady decline? 

I took my elderly mother to the High Street 
recently and she was jostled on several occa¬ 
sions. Surely we can behave better? 

Peter Percival, Hadlow 


Letters continue on page 26 




RESTAURANT 



01892 

to book c 


THE BREW 


includes 
2 courses for 
2 people with a 
glass of wine each 

£24.95 

(available 7 days a week) 

includes 2 courses 
for 2 people with 
a bottle of house 
wine to share 

£ 34-95 

(excludes Saturday evening) 

520 587 

just turn up! 


1 WARWICK PARK ROYAL TUNBRIDGE WELLS KENT TN2 5TA 
Telephone: 01892 520587 
e-mail: info@brewhousehotel.com 
www.brewhousehotel.com 


THE 




all your Beauty needs in a box 

by a team of highly qualified professionals 

eyelash extensions • threading • acrylic nails 
bio sculpture • manicure / pedicures 
waxing • facials • spray tanning 
alternative therapists • wedding packages 


eyelash extensions by: 





1REME 

LASH Eft 
fztisJ Yottt Atautf" 

Luscious, thicker, fuller lashes 
Water resistant 
Last up to 2 months 
Natural look and feel 
Relaxing and comfortable treatment 


■ ' V 


The Beauty Box 

5 High street, Rusthall, Tunbridge Wells, TN4 8RL tel: 01892 535010 
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BIRTHS, MARRIAGES 
AND DEATHS 

Including family announcements in partnership 
with the Kent registration service 


To register Births, Marriages and Deaths contact the Kent registration service on 0845 824 7400 

For advertising announcement enquiries telephone Kent on Sunday on 01303 817150 


BIRTHS 

BAKER 

Ryan Lewis born on 
8th December 2009, 
weighing 51bs 8oz. Son 
to Victoria and Peter in 
Maidstone. 

BRUNSDON 

Mark and Jane of Deal 
are delighted to 
announce the birth of 
their son Harry James 
Mark Brunsdon, bom 
at home on 4th 
December 2009. Our 
most beautiful and 
precious son. 

CAGLAR 

Evren and Anna of 
Nonington are pleased 
to announce the birth 
of their baby boy Tan 
Ilya Caglar on the 
29th November 2009 
at Kent and 
Canterbury Hospital 

CEGLEDI 

Lucas Robert Cegledi 
bom on 3rd December 
2009, weighing 81bs 
9ozs. Son to Alice and 
Brian in Broadstairs 

CHANCE 

Simon and Tina are 
proud to announce the 
birth of their two beau¬ 
tiful and precious little 
miracles, Mckenzie 
and Anneliese, bom on 
27 th November 2009 
at Pembury Hospital 

CLUBB 

Cally born on 9th 
December 2009,weigh¬ 
ing 61bs llozs. 
Daughter to Samantha 
and Daniel. You are 
the miracle who we 
will love and treasure 
forever. 

CURTIS 

Liana Sue Curtis, bom 
06-11-2009 at William 
Harvey Hospital 
weighing 61bs 14ozs. 
Proud parents Paul 
and Gemma. 

FRANCIS 

Finley James Francis 
bom on 10th 
November 2009 weigh¬ 
ing 71b lloz. First 
child to proud parents 
Daniel and Suzy. 
Welcome to the world 
xx 

KHADKA 

Denisha born on 19th 
November 2009, 
weighing 81bs loz. 
Daughter to Dinesh 
and Sangita Khadka 
in Maidstone. 

KNAVES 

Vicki and Justin are 
thrilled with the unex¬ 
pected arrival of their 
baby boy Jorge Leon Tom 
Knaves. Proud 
Grandparents are 
Christine, Stephen, Julie 
and Perri. Here just in 
time for Christmas. 


LAWRENCE 

Harry James born on 
25th November 2009, 
weighing 71bs 9oz. Son 
to Gemma and 
Michael in Maidstone. 

LONG 

Patrik Aiden weighing 
61bs 14oz and Danyl 
James weighing 61bs 
8oz bom on 4th 
December 2009. Sons 
to Darren and Lynne 
Long in Maidstone. 

MCGUIGAN 

Chris and Gemma of 
Margate are delighted to 
announce the birth of 
their son Riley David, 
bom on 9th December 
2009 at QEQM. You are 
the miracle who we will 
love and treasure forever. 

NEAL 

Mark and Jennifer 
Neal celebrate the 
birth of their son 
Thomas Benjamin 
Colin Neal on 12th 
November 2009. 

O CALLAGHAN 

Laura and Darren of 
Ramsgate are delight¬ 
ed to announce the 
birth of their daughter 
Jessica Anne, bom on 
27th November 2009 
at QEQM Hospital. 

Our most beautiful 
and precious daughter. 

RILEY 

Emma and James of 
Heme Bay are delight¬ 
ed to announce the 
birth of their beautiful 
daughter, Jade Emma, 
on 25 November 2009 
at 11.58 weighing 41b 
13oz. 

SHEPPARD 

Linda and Douglas of 
Deal are delighted to 
announce the birth of 
their son Sam Douglas 
Sheppard, born on 
19th November 2009 
at QEQM Hospital. 
Brother to Erin. 

WEST 

Shez and Nick of 
Margate are delighted 
to announce the birth 
of their daughter Leah 
Kerry West, bom on 
6th December 2009 at 
QEQM Hospital. Sister 
for Skye and Hayden. 

WRIGHT 

Albie Christopher bom 
on the 6th of December 
2009, weighing 81bs 
4ozs. Son to Lisa and 
Jay Wright of Dover. 

DEATHS 

ACKEHURST 

Naomi Ackehurst of 
Canterbury passed 
away peacefully on 10th 
December 2009. A dear¬ 
ly loved mother, grand¬ 
mother and great 
grandmother who will 
be very sadly missed. 


BLANCHETT 

Deborah Blanchett of 
Dartford died peaceful¬ 
ly on 12th December 
2009. Funeral Service 
at Medway 

Crematorium Bluebell 
hill at 2pm on 29th 
December 2009. 

CAINE 

Joyce Rose Caine 
beloved wife of 
Richard, mother of 
Michael, Jacqueline 
and Paul who passed 
away on the 9th 
December 2009. 
Funeral Service at 
Charring 
Crematorium on 
Wednesday 23rd 
December at 2.40pm. 
Flowers or donations 
to Tenterden Disabled 
in Action all enquiries 
to A. W. Court Funeral 
Directors. 

COTTAM 

Kathleen Cottam passed 
away on Sunday 6th 
December aged 100 years. 
Her funeral is to be held 
at the Medway 
Crematorium on Tuesday 
29th December at 11am. 
Flowers, if desired, to the 
Co-operative Undertakers 
Gravesend 

EFFORD 

Benita Evlina Efford 
passed away on 5th 
December 2009. 

Dearly loved by her 
son Keith, daughter in 
law Jennifer and 
Grandchildren 
Michaela and 
Natasha. 

EVANS 

Major Arthur John 
Evans RE Retd passed 
away suddenly on the 
9th December 2009 
aged 78 years 

GODWIN 

Roger Godwin of 
Maidstone passed 
away on the 9th 
December 2009. 
Enquiries to The Co- 
Operative Funeralcare 
01622 753033. 

HARRIS 

Jean Anne Harris. 9 
August 1937 - 8 
December 2009. Much 
Beloved Mum, Sister, 
Nan and Auntie. God 
Bless. Service to be 
held at Barham 
Crematorium 
11.20am, Wednesday 
23rd December. 

HART 

Allen Hart of Heme Bay 
and formerly Headmaster 
of Swalecliffe Primary 
School died peacefully at 
home on 9th December 
2009. Beloved husband of 
Joyce. He will be sadly 
missed by family and 
friends. All enquiries to 
Welch and Sons Herne Bay. 


HOLMES 

Mary ( Elsie Mary) 
Holmes of Walmer 
passed away on 13th 
December 2009. A 
much loved mum and 
grandma who will be 
very sadly missed by 
all who knew her. 
Please contact A 
Welch and Sons Ltd 
regarding Marys 
funeral - 01227 
7878012 . 

KENNEY 

Albert Louis William 
Kenney of Burham 
passed away peacefully 
after a long illness on 
3rd December 2009, 
aged 71. 

MACARTHUR 

George MacArthur 
passed away peacefully 
on the 11th December 
2009. All enquiries to 
Michael Lawrence 
Funeral Service on 
01622 725704. 

TRILL 

Dr John Trill FCIOB 
4th July 1931 to 9th 
December 2009. With 
deep sadness we 
announce the death 
of John Trill. A devot¬ 
ed husband, father 
and grandfather, he 
will be greatly missed 
and fondly remem¬ 
bered always. 
Cremation Tuesday 
22nd December at 
Vinters Park 
Crematorium at 
2.45pm. 

WALLOND 

George Wallond passed 
away suddenly on the 
4th December 2009. 
Sadly missed by family 
and friends. 

WICKENS 

Christine Mary 
Wickens died peace¬ 
fully on 11th 
December 2009. 
Dearly loved mother 
of Robert and Steven. 
Funeral service at 
Vinters Park 
Crematorium at 
3.30pm on Tuesday 
22nd December. 
Family flowers only, 
but donations may be 
made to The Heart of 
Kent Hospice, 
Aylesford. 


In Memory of 
Robert Meek 

27/09/28 -11/11/09 
Thank you so much to family, 
friends, Doves funeral direc¬ 
tors and especially the AMF 
Bowling Alley, Maidstone for 
their support & kindness. 
Also for all the flower tributes 
and donations for the 
Heart Foundation. 
From June Rangan 
(Roberts sister) 


Letters continued from page 25 


You wouldn’t credit it 

As your readers go about their Christmas 
shopping, I am writing to warn about the 
dangers of unsolicited consumer credit. 

This has become increasingly prevalent in 
the age of online shopping. 

Some stores use details given by shoppers 
to open accounts, but the accounts bring 
with them a credit facility which has not 
been specifically asked for. You give your 
details so they can bill you, and an account 
is opened in your name with a ‘generous’ 
amount of credit attached. This can happen 
even if you are paying instantly with your 
credit card. I have been trying to call the 
stores to account and have discussed this 
with the chief executive of the Financial 
Services Authority. 

I will soon be taking it up with the Office 
of Fair Trading but need more information 
from people who have been affected. 

If any readers has been signed onto a cred¬ 
it account without their consent, I would be 
pleased if they could get in touch with me by 
email at info@sharonbowles.org.uk. 

I am also collecting information about 
adverts where there is headline information, 
such as a tempting interest rate, accompa¬ 
nied by less conspicuous information con¬ 
cerning special conditions that need to be 
fulfilled. If you have been taken in or con¬ 
fused, please let me know. 

Sharon Bowles MEP, 
European Parliament Economic and 
Monetary Affairs Committee chair 

Fast track to let-down 

Having seen the new timetables for 
Southeastern trains from Folkestone and 
east Kent to and from London, it appears all 
the consultations were a sham as they have 
obviously not taken people’s concerns and 
wishes into account. 

They will will be running just two very 
slow ‘classic’ services, stopping everywhere, 
thus taking one hour and 40-45 minutes to 
and from Charing Cross, Monday to Friday, 
and only one of those on a Saturday, along 
with another price hike from January, as 
well as the exorbitant fares to use the St 
Pancras line anyway. This instead of the 
current ‘fast’ train of about 80 minutes and a 
slower 90 minute one. 

Indeed, on the radio people were complain¬ 
ing about the timetable, one saying she will 
save just 10 minutes even if using the new 
line and the Underground. This has been 
done to force people onto the new line which 
neither I, nor I suspect many others, find 
useful or acceptable, even if the trains are 
better overall. This was raised at the meet¬ 
ings but clearly ignored. 

I find Charing Cross far more convenient, 
and occasionally London Bridge, than St 
Pancras. It’s more convenient to go to 
Charing Cross for visiting the shops, muse¬ 
ums, galleries and cinemas than St Pancras 
could ever be. Southeastern claims people 
can walk from St Pancras to the centre of 
London in about 20 minutes or so but this 
would require speed-walking. Recent reports 
suggest people are having to psyche them¬ 
selves up to get on the now dangerously 
overcrowded Tube or the very often grid- 
locked London buses. So neither being rea¬ 
sonable alternatives most of the time. 

So we are left with the false ‘choice’ of 
either very fast or very slow which cannot be 
acceptable, especially given all the price 
hikes - which should have been reductions. 

If they had turned one of the ‘classic’ serv¬ 
ices to a semi-fast, maybe with just two or 
three extra stops, that would have been 
more acceptable. But no, they couldn’t be 
bothered, being more interested in their own 
pockets than providing a decent service. 

Finally, none of this is going to get people 
out of their cars to help tackle climate 
change. With the talks in Copenhagen head¬ 
ing towards a fudge, it’s even more impotant 
to push strongly for more action. The rail¬ 
ways brought prosperity to both Kent and 
the world in the 19th century. Thus a second 
age of the train, with prices and service lev¬ 
els people can accept, is surely the way for¬ 


ward. I suggest turning all Britain’s railways 
into a social enterprise structure under a 
renamed Network Rail, so we can all be 
stakeholders, along with reversing the 
Government’s reducing investment and sub¬ 
sidies policy. I suspect more people would 
rather this continuing with the privatised 
version which, as we’ve seen with the east 
coast main line, is a failure all round. 

Ray Duff, Folkestone 

Giving birth to fear 

It is 7am on Monday, December 14, and I 
have just spent a very restless night, unable 
to get Amanda Holden’s ITV show, Out Of 
My Depth, out of my head. 

While I accept the hospital and staff con¬ 
cerned had no control over the editing, I am 
appalled and ashamed they did not antici¬ 
pate the potential outcome of such a pro¬ 
gramme and only allow positive filming, 
rather than - once again - turning child¬ 
birth on TV into a dangerous life event that 
women need saving from. 

I understood the role of consultant midwife 
was to promote normal birth, not perpetuate 
the medical model. Having taken part in TV 
programmes myself (such as Home Birth 
Diaries on Discovery Health), I have no issue 
with them as such as they can be a wonder¬ 
ful source of education. However, according 
to my midwives’ rules, I have a duty of care 
to all women and that includes how I go 
about portraying and promoting childbirth. 

In every respected midwifery book avail¬ 
able, the profession is familiar with disem- 
powerment and the dangers of the cascade of 
intervention is highlighted. 

Student midwives learn about it on a daily 
basis and are encouraged not to implement 
it. The medical model of childbirth demon¬ 
strates that a woman is put into a hospital 
gown, laid on a bed, becomes distressed and 
asks for a epidural. 

Due to the epidural the baby has a drop in 
blood pressure and shows signs of distress, is 
tom from her body with instruments, is in a 
short-term bad condition due to the above 
but, hey presto, the midwife or doctor saves 
the baby and the woman is grateful. 

It is shameful to show that kind of 
approach on television when so much work 
is being done to make changes away from 
the medical model of childbirth. 

However, if that is what is normal and 
usual in most labour wards, then those mid¬ 
wives who accept or promote it should be 
ashamed. Less than half of childbearing 
women in this country have normal child¬ 
birth, mostly due to being in a medical 
model of care and the definition of‘normal’ 
when collecting that figure is very loose. 

If we use the words physiological or as 
nature intended, which is the safest way, the 
figure comes down to half that. How can that 
be when women are so good at giving birth? 
How did we survive so many thousands of 
years if childbirth is so damaging? 

Professionals have a lot to answer for 
because the messages we give are the ones 
women take on and that show gave a very 
warped view of childbirth. 

In this country, childbirth is a very safe 
process. Seven in 1,000 babies die and that 
programme was an hour long. The ratio of 
time spent talking about death and dying 
was disproportionate and inappropriate, for 
no other reason than sensationalism. 

With such a high-profile personality, a 
golden opportunity was available to show 
normality, promote birth in a positive and 
empowering way. 

Both births attended by Ms Holden 
showed women on their backs, on beds, in 
hospital gowns, one baby received unneces¬ 
sary suction. Why not a home birth, a water 
birth, a squatting birth, all-fours even? Why 
not a normal birth? 

Ms Holden would have had just as many 
tears and the message to women would have 
been different and empowering. I am 
ashamed of my profession if they think it is 
all right to tell women childbirth is a danger¬ 
ous, terrifying event they and their babies 
have to be saved from, because it’s not - and 
the rest of my career will be spent giving 
that message. 

Virginia Howes, 
www.kentmidwiferypractice.co. uk 
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for longer 




From an early age your body 
produces less collagen, the 
substance your skin needs for 
a firm and youthful appearance. 
Sculptra™ stimulates your natural 
collagen production to help 
smooth lines and wrinkles, and 
restore facial contours, helping 
you to look younger naturally for 
up to 2 years after treatment. 
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8-10 Vale Road, Tunbridge Wells 
Kent,TNI IBP 


39 year-old woman. 3 treatments. 

^ j\ 


Courtesy of Dr H. M. Perry 
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COVER STORY REVIEW 

This art is women’s work 


A masterclass in stitchwork visits the Trinity 



STITCH UP: Clockwise from above: Applique and line drawing feature in Monica Jivram’s work; A 
close-up view of Heather Zeale’s wax and thread sculptures; Monica Jivram has used a combina¬ 
tion of illustration and stitch to create a collage of ephemera; The cover shows Heidi Rhodes' 
cheerful little world, created using layers of fabric in bright colours 



A VIBRANT exhibition of textiles 
by a collective of five very different 
female artists will refresh and 
intrigue anyone frazzled by the 
midwinter festivities. 

Although the group is linked by medium 
and technique, the works they produce are 
very different - Monique Jivram’s pieces are 
edgy, modem and busy, full of motor bikes and 
pop heroes. Heidi Rhodes uses bright sweetie 
colours to tell fairy stories. Stephanie 
Littlechild’s handmade paper is embellished 
with appliques and stitches in earthy colours 
to give an oddly English effect. Heather Zeale’s 
spectral sculptures are very much about black 
and white. And Amelia Critchlow uses vintage 
fabrics and cut-outs from magazines to 
explore the indoor-outdoor roles of women. 

“It’s the space where you close your eyes and 
go to sleep, a kind of magic space, really,” says 
Heidi Rhodes of her pictures, which are based 
on layers of gauzy fabric and net and embel¬ 
lished with figures. “I developed the technique 
myself. It’s painting with fabric.” Her candy 
coloured works are inspired by fairy tales and 
personal narrative. “They’re meant to be opti¬ 
mistic,” she says. 

“I’ve tried to work with Heidi’s colours, but I 
can’t do it,” says Stephanie Littlechild who 
uses muted colours and sews on to paper. “It’s 
handmade paper, embellished with found fab¬ 
rics and stitch and I’m inspired by photo¬ 
graphs, ones taken by myself or other people. 
Also, at the moment, abandoned houses.” 

Monique Jivram, who is also known in art 
circles as My Mum’s a Hippie, says: “I gradu¬ 
ated three years ago and ever since I’ve been 
mixing embroidery and illustration. It sits on 
the boundary of fine art and craft.” 

She explained that she draws many illustra¬ 
tions and then refines them using a computer 
and embellishes them with a sewing machine. 
Her subject matter crosses the boundaries of 
scale, and she has townscapes and fairground 
scenes on show as well as delicate machine- 
sewn line drawings of insects. 

And is her mum actually a hippie? “She’s 
Columbian, and she’s a healer,” says Monique 
by way of explanation. 

Amelia Critchlow is a mother of two, as well 
as a counsellor who helps people to find work 
when they have significant barriers to employ¬ 
ment. Amid all this, she has done two degrees, 
one in English, and a second in fine art. 

She explained: “Going to art school is 
really intense - they rip you apart and any 


notions you have about art are blown away.” 

Her postcard-sized pictures use magazine 
scraps and vintage fabrics: “This one was an 
apron, and that’s a piece of sheet. It’s invisible, 
domestic labour combined with the over exag¬ 
gerated images of women from the media. 
Some of the most amazing people I know are 
women who have a family and are holding 
down a job. That isn’t reflected in the media.” 

Heather Zeale is another busy mother. Her 
daily household and childcare routines 
inspired her ghostly stitched wax sculptures. 
She said: “During a rare moment of peace and 
reflection I decided to work out how many 
meals I had prepared since the birth of my son 
nine years ago. It was in excess of 15,000! My 
work is an ephemeral impractical interpreta¬ 
tion of the very functional utensils used to 
prepare all these meals. These pieces are 
dipped in wax, seeming to trap a moment of 
the daily routine, the trailing threads retain¬ 
ing an unexpected energy.” 

She adds: “It could be easy to get worn down 
by the daily grind, but I’d rather use it to my 
advantage, explore it and let it inspire me. The 
facts can be mind-boggling, for example, 1,456 


pairs of socks washed and over 600 packed 
lunches made each year.” 

The five artists call their collective Common 
Threads. Stephanie Littlechild, who founded 
the group explained: “I went round the 
Teddington Textile Fair in March 2008 and 
picked these guys out. We really get on as peo¬ 
ple as well as having different styles.” 

The group first exhibited together in 
January 2009. They are based right across the 
south of England, but staying connected is not 
a problem, as Stephanie Littlechild explained: 
‘We keep in touch by emailing pictures and 
links to each other, and we’ve met up three or 
four times. Facebook is quite good, too.” 

So what are the advantages of working 
together? Heidi Rhodes said: “For me, a lot of 
it’s about the people, the fact we can do some¬ 
thing different. We’re all so different, and very 
contemporary.” 

Heather Zeale agrees: “The advantages of 
working in an artists’ group are huge; lots of 
ideas that can be bounced off each other. We 
all have lots of different contacts in different 
parts of the country. It’s fantastic to be able to 
chat to like-minded people about your work 


and it’s fun when we all get together.” 

Common Threads’ exhibition, Sew Funky, 
will be on display at Trinity, Church Road, 
Tunbridge Wells, until January 4 between 
10am and 3pm. The exhibition is free. Pieces 
are available to buy, as are greetings cards, so 
why not make a stop at Trinity on your 
Christmas shopping expedition? 

• You can see the artist’s work online too: 

www. heidirhodestextiles. com 

www. stephlittlechild. co. uk 

www. mymumsahippie. com 

www. ameliacritchlow. co. uk 

www. zeale. co. uk. 
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By Appointment to 
Her Majesty The Queer 
Jeweller 

G Co lins & Sons Lmited 
Royal Tunbndge Wells 


<£. Collins & &ons Huniteti 

76/78 High Street, Royal Tunbridge Wells, Kent TNI 1YB 
Telephone: 01892 534018 Facsimile: 01892 510536 
Website: www.gcollinsandsons.com Email: info@gcollinsandsons.com 
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+ARTS*THEATRE+FILMS*MUSIC+TV* OOD & DRINK+CINEMA*BOOKS* 
SHOWS AND 
EVENTS 

HAZLITT THEATRE, MAIDSTONE 

Snow White & the Seven Dwarfs 
Until January 10 

Eastenders actor Aaron Sidwell returns to 
his home town to play Prince Charming in 
this year’s pantomime. He is joined by Holly 
Matthews, Tom Swift and Wayne Gordon, 
otherwise known as Doom from Gladiators. 

To book call 01622 758611 or visit 
www.hazlittartscentre.co.uk. 

ASSEMBLY HALL THEATRE, 

TUNBRIDGE WELLS 

Peter Pan 
Until January 3 

Home and Away star Ray Meagher plays the 
wicked Captain Hook in the Assembly Hall’s 
fantastic family pantomime. Christopher 
Pizzey, Jessica Punch and Sarah Jane 
Buckley also star in the tale of the boy who 
never grew up. Ticket prices start at £12.50 
with concessions and group rates available. 

To book call 01892 530613/532072 or visit 
www.assemblyhalltheatre.co.uk. 

TRINITY THEATRE, TUNBRIDGE WELLS 



FULL OF FESTIVE SPIRIT: Meet the elves in Santa’s Magical Kingdom at the Hop Farm or wander the sparkling Christmas market in the Pantiles 


A Christmas Carol 
Until January 3 

Old miser Ebenezer Scrooge gets far more 
than he bargained for one fateful Christmas 
Eve, in Charles Dickens’ festive classic. 

To find out more and to book tickets, call 
01892 678678 or see www.trinitytheatre.net. 

GREY LADY MUSIC LOUNGE, 

TUNBRIDGE WELLS 

Paul Dunton & Guests 
December 20 at 8pm 

The latest showcase of great music talent in 
Kent features performances by Annaca, 
Leanie Kaleido, Mark Foster, Sarah 
Sheldrake and Oli Scheuregger. Paul Dunton 
will also be performing with his Crew. 
Admission costs £5. Find out more at 
www.paulduntonandguests.com. 


THE PANTILES, TUNBRIDGE WELLS 

Sparkling Christmas Market (pictured) 
December 19 & 20 

Shop for gifts as the Pantiles hosts the final 
festive market. The event runs on the Upper 
Pantiles from 10am to 4pm each day. For 
more information see www.thepantileson- 
line.co.uk. For more leisure ideas visit 
www.visitheartofkent.com. 

THE HOP FARM, PADDOCK WOOD 

Santa’s Magical Kingdom (pictured) 

Until December 24 

Meet the elves, write a letter to Father 
Christmas at the Post Office and meet the 
man himself in his cosy study. There is also 
an ice rink, carousel, Christmas market and 


more. Tickets start at £25 and dinner can 
also be booked at the Shires Carvery. See 
www.santasmagicalkingdom.co.uk. 

PENSHURST PLACE, NEAR TONBRIDGE 

Father Christmas 
December 19 & 20 

Visit Father Christmas in his starlit 
woodland grotto, open from 11am to 12.30pm 
and 1.30pm to 3.30pm. Admission is £4.50 
per child. See www.penshurstplace.com or 
call 01892 870307 for details. 

LARKFIELD LEISURE CENTRE 

Larkabout Christmas Parties 
December 23 

Fun and games are on offer in the centre’s 


soft play zone. Along with games and activi¬ 
ties, kids will also receive a gift from Santa 
in his Larkabout Winter Grotto. Sessions run 
from 10am to noon for children aged three 
and under, then from 4-6pm for four to 10- 
year-olds. Admission costs £4.40 for the 
morning session and £5.40 for the afternoon. 
Book at the main reception. 


If you would like to have your event 
included in our listings section, email 
jane.connolly@kosmedia.co.uk with 
details in this order; name of event, 
location, date, description, telephone 
number and admission price 


With love from me to... me 


BY HANNAH STEPHENSON 

Can you remember what you were 
like at 16 and the advice you were 
given by friends and relatives? 

Hindsight is a wonderful thing and now a 
group of celebrities have got together to pro¬ 
duce Dear Me, a lovely stocking-filler in which 
they write a letter to their 16-year-old selves. 

Creating this book proved a trip down mem¬ 
ory lane for the contributors, including Kent’s 
own Paul O’Grady, aka Lily Savage, who 
advises his younger self not to bother going to 
night school as A-level biology would be of no 
use to him in the future. 

Today, O’Grady recalls his teenage years: “At 
16 I had so much energy. Three hours kip and 
I was up again. I just never stopped. 

“I didn’t have an off button at that age and I 
was the eternal optimist. Still am really. I was 
convinced there was always something 
around the comer. Nothing ever fazed me, 
which was just as well at 16 because it was 
such a bad time for me really. I just had this 
sunny nature. 

“Nothing got me down. I still had that wit - 
my family were all like that - it mbbed off on 
me. You never cried. You never moaned 
because you were told off if you did. ‘Get On 
With It’ should have been our family motto.” 

He could never have imagined at 16 what he 
would end up doing for a living, he adds. 

“I’ve no idea what I’d do if I wasn’t in show 
business - I used to go where the wind blew 
me, I never had a game plan. I was never one 

VI 



HINDSIGHT: Paul O’Grady has 
some wise words for his 
16 -year-old self 

of these kids who said, ‘Right, 

I’m leaving school and I’m going to be an 
electrician’. I had no idea what I wanted to do. 

“On my deathbed I might suddenly go, ‘I 
want to be a plumber’.” 

Appearance is something many of the 
celebrities have touched on, recalling the inse¬ 
curities of their adolescence. 


Alan Carr writes: “I’ll be honest with you - 
that isn’t puppy fat. It stays with you for the 
next 20 years looking a bit sorry for itself, 
hanging over the top of your jeans and wob¬ 
bling when you giggle.” 

Others advise their younger selves about 
future relationships. 

Actress Patsy Kensit warns her 16-year-old 
self: ‘You adore music more than 
anything else in 
the world, you 
have a great pas¬ 
sion for rock and 
roll... but that 
doesn’t mean you 
have to marry the 
lead singer of 
every band you 
ever had a poster of 
on your bedroom 
wall.” 

Dieting was obvi¬ 
ously as big an 
obsession decades 
ago as it is today. 

Presenter and 
actress Nadia 

Sawalha notes: “The 
grapefruit and bacon 
diet, the boiled egg 
diet, the Atkins, the 
cabbage soup, the kangaroo and dandelion 
diet and all the other half-brained diets you’re 
going to go on, WON’T WORK and what’s 
more, each time you fail at one you will lose a 
little bit more of your soul, but regrettably 


nothing, absolutely nothing, from your arse!” 

Comedian Jenny Eclair advises: “Stop sun¬ 
bathing, it won’t work, fake tan is going to get 
better, just be patient and stop eating seconds, 
you’ll only get really fat and then waste a few 
years being anorexic - which I promise you 
will be v. dull.” 

Meanwhile, comedian Peter Kay advises his 
16-year-old self to avoid stonewashed denim, 
Trisha Goddard tells her younger self not to 
worry about not fitting in and actress Emma 
Thompson tells her younger self to never 
bother to go on a diet as she’ll end up the same 
size anyway. 

War correspondent Jeremy Bowen offers 
some useful advice which no doubt could have 
helped his future path: “Work a bit harder on 
foreign languages. Stop taking perverse pride 
in being bad at French. Arabic might be use¬ 
ful in the future. Don’t look so surprised.” 

Best-selling author Jackie Collins recalls 
that she was a wild child and high school 
drop-out as a teenager but she was streetwise. 

At 15 she went to Hollywood: “My sister was 
already a star and making movies in 
Hollywood, so my parents said to me, ‘It is 
reform school or Hollywood’, I though for a 
moment and replied, ‘I’ll take Hollywood’.” 

And her advice to girls of 16 now? “I’d say do 
something for yourself in life, follow your 
dream, women really can do anything.” 

Comedian and writer Julian Clary warns: 
‘You have a tendency to worry and will spend 
several uncomfortable years plagued by panic 
attacks. But rest assured the universe will 
always protect you.” 
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Ten reasons to try the grill 


RESTAURANT REVIEW 


BY CHRIS THOMSON 


DINING out has become an 
inevitable victim of the recession. 

The perceived extravagance of a meal out 
has seen many of us drop it from our leisure 
activities and replace it with treats from the 
supermarket. 

But, credit where credit is due, many in the 
restaurant trade have acknowledged they 
need to be super competitive to survive. And, 
as a result there are a few bargains to be had. 

Enter the Tunbridge Wells Bar & Grill - a 
chain, but one you dismiss at your peril. The 
decor is of that slightly predictable variety 
that no modem chain seems able to do with¬ 


out in this day and age, subtle lighting, mod¬ 
ern art, lots of clean wood. 

And on a weekday lunchtime you can have 
a glass of wine and a decent dish for £10. 
Which is certainly the sort of deal you cock the 
proverbial snoot at, at your peril. 

The £10 menu may be a little limited and 
not represent the pinnacle of culinary 
advancement - there are burgers, there’s fish 
and chips - but careful selection can deliver a 
deal which made for a very pleasant dining 
experience. 

Crucially, too, the service was attentive, yet 
not overbearing, and fast. The last thing you 
want is to partake of a lunch time meal only 
to wait 30 minutes before your order is taken 
and you get even the slightest whiff of some 
grub. But no, no sooner were we seated than 
our choice of wine, soft drink or Peroni was 


being taken and food followed swiftly. 

I plumped for the salmon fish cakes with 
spinach, lemon and dill butter sauce. The del¬ 
icately cmnchy outer shell yielding to a light 
and fluffy salmon blend inside which carried a 
wonderfhlly delicate mix of flavours. 

Served with it were fries - tasty too - but be 
warned, if you come in armed with a crisp £10 
note and nothing else, the minute you accept 
the offer of any side dish, the price will leap. 
Fries added £3.25. No big deal, but it sudden¬ 
ly elevates the deal to not quite the budget 
outing you expected. 

My companion opted for the chicken breast 
cooked in Malayan spices, with sweet potatoes 
in a coconut, chilli and lime sauce. 

The chicken was nicely cooked - not dry but 
with a crispy slightly charred skin. The dish 
as a whole was tasty with the creamy coconut 


complemented by the tanginess of the chili 
and lime. 

With a generous helping of sweet potatoes it 
was perhaps a little too rich for those wanting 
a light lunch. But with the dreary rain and 
coldness outside it was a welcome hit of both 
comfort food and warming exotic flavours. 

A further side order of spinach added £3.75 
to the bill. 

By the time we’d had a couple of coffees to 
round the meal off the total bill was £32.50. 
Not quite the £201 confidently went in expect¬ 
ing to spend, but not extravagant either. 

A good meal, and a fine way to spend a 
lunchtime. 

The Tunbridge Wells Bar & Grill, 

84 High Street, Tunbridge Wells, Kent, 
TNI 1YB. Telephone: 01892 522 963. 

Review visits and pays for meals anonymously. 





Christmas at 

the beacon 

Party in Style 

Bookings now being taken 


Menus Available to Download 
www.the-beacon.co.uk 



Lunch - £21 per person 

Monday - Thursday Evenings - £27.00 per person* 
Friday & Saturday Evenings - £32.00 per person 
(including Disco) 



large parties at an additional cost of £5 per pers< 



Tea Garden Lane, 
Tunbridge Wells 

01892 524252 


www.the-beacon.co.uk 


d BEACCN 


MONTROSE 

Fine Dine and Wine with Style 

Enjoy modern European cuisine with a British bias and probably the best and most affordable 
wine list in town. Also, special Sunday lunches (last orders 5:30pm) for all the family. All produce 
is sourced locally. 

All That Jazz The first Tuesday of every month 

Come and dine to the warm sound of our guest live jazz group. Full details on our website. 

Call for dates. 

Wednesday is Steak and Fish Night 

Chef’s Amuse Bouche, a choice of starters and an entrecote steak or seasonal fish of the 
day, served with hand cut chips - a bargain at £18.95. 

A la carte also available. 

BOOK NOW 01892 513161 

The New Independent Boutique Restaurant, Southborough Common, Tunbridge 
Wells, Kent, TN4 ORX 

Open: Tues-Satfor lunch and dinner 
Sun: Special Sunday lunches all day from 12.00-17.30 (last orders) 

www.montroserestaurant.co.uk 

e-mail: bookings@montroserestaurant.co.uk 
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THE PERFECT LOCAL 
CHRISTMAS IS JUST 
A CLICK AWAY 


Buy your local Christmas produce online and 

get £10 off your shopping 

+ FREE delivery for 
every reader’ 




jn 





* 


foodforkent.co.uk 

GO GREEN... ORDER FRESH LOCAL PRODUCE ONLINE 

Offer valid for Christmas pre orders over £100 between nowand 23rd December. 

Deliveries will be between 21st - 25th December as convenient. 

Type in promocode "KOSTEN" at checkout. 
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ATTRACTIONS. REVIEW 


Winter wonderland 



AFTER the excesses of 
Christmas, enjoy some 
fresh air with a bracing 
stroll in Hever Castle’s 
beautiful grounds. 

Visitors are invited to enjoy the 
estate as the gardens open for two 
days between Christmas and New 
Year for the first time in the cas¬ 
tle’s history 

On Monday and Tuesday, 
December 28-29, visitors can take 
a gentle stroll in the formal gar¬ 
dens and enjoy the winter weath¬ 
er. Anyone who is feeling more 
energetic can set out on a walk 
around the 38-acre lake, taking in 
the landscape as they make their 
way At this time of year there are 
wonderful scenes of evergreen 
and deciduous trees to admire, 
along with a wonderful sense of 
peace following the hustle and 
bustle of the festive season. 

Visitors can also back up their 
resolutions and start the New 
Year on an optimistic note at the 
Wishing Tree. 

Spending a few hours in the 
open air can work up an appetite, 
so warm up and fill up on hot 
seasonal meals and homemade 
cakes in the Moat Restaurant 
after the walk. 

This is the final weekend that 
Hever Castle will be open this 
year, so hurry to see the castle’s 
festive attractions such as Father 
Christmas, seasonal storytelling 
and the ice maze. 

For full details visit the website 
at www.hevercastle.co.uk or call 
01732 865224. 


Water lot of fun 




Live for music 


MUSIC lovers have even more opportunities 
to discover local talent this Christmas with 
Paul Dunton’s festive events. 

As usual, the Grey Lady Music Lounge in 
Tunbridge Wells is hosting another showcase 
of Kent artists tonight. The line-up features a 
performance by the singer-songwriter and his 
crew, along with a trio of other exciting acts. 

Annaca will be opening the show at 8pm, fol¬ 
lowed by Paul Dunton and Crew, before Leanie 
Kaleido and Mark Foster showcase their act at 
9.20pm. The evening concludes with a per¬ 
formance by Sarah Sheldrake and Oli 
Scheuregger at 10pm. 

Devotees can even get their fix of new music 
from 7.30pm on Boxing Day, when the Grey 
Lady will be hosting an evening of music from 
Dunton, Ian Knapp, Sevenscore, The Violet 
Jive and Tom Williams & The Boat. Tickets 
cost £7 and are expected to sell out, so make 
sure you book. 

See out the year in great style with the last 
two shows of 2009, taking place on Tuesday 
and Wednesday, December 29-30. Performers 
include Josie Lee, The Naming of Things, Nick 
Stephens and a special headline act on the 
Tuesday, followed by The Lollies, the Ollie 
Collard Duo, Annabel Dumford and Coca Jem 
on the Wednesday. 

For more information on any of these events, 
see www.paulduntonandguests.com. 


FESTIVE fun continues at Bewl Water 
after Christmas with interactive pan¬ 
tomime, Cinderella. 

The Lamberhurst attraction invites fam¬ 
ilies to keep the revelry going by attending 
a performance of this fun show. It takes 
place indoors in the Bewl Exhibition Hall, 
safely away from the winter weather, and 
there will be lots of surprises. 

The classic story will be played out in tra¬ 
ditional style but there will be some excit¬ 
ing extras, such as party dances with 
Bewl’s popular mascots. Once they have 
enjoyed the performance, children will have 
the chance to meet the cast and pose for 
photographs with them. Whether children 


long to meet Prince Charming or to have 
their picture taken with the beautiful 
Cinderella, this will be a chance to make 
fairytale characters come to life. 

Cinderella runs from Sunday to 
Thursday, December 27-31 and again from 
Saturday to Monday, January 2-4. 
Performances start at 10.30am or 2pm and 
last two and a half hours. Tickets cost £5 
and booking is essential, so call 01892 
890661 or visit www.bewl.co.uk to reserve 
your seats. 

Bewl Water is open from 9am to sunset, 
every day except Christmas Day, but some 
attractions are not open in the winter. Call 
Bewl or see the website for more details. 
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Fabulous 


fairytales 


CHARACTERS from classic stories populate 
the rooms at Leeds Castle this Christmas. 

As part of the festive fun at the castle near 
Maidstone, a fabulous fairytale theme can be 
seen in many of the chambers. The stories 
really come to life during the Fairytale 
Christmas tours, which take place after the 
daytime visitors have left from tonight until 
Wednesday. Running from 5pm to 8pm, the 
tours will give visitors a special festive experi¬ 
ence as the fairytale characters come to life in 
this beautiful setting. 

Tickets cost £15 for adults, including mulled 
wine and a mince pie, and £10 for children, 
who will receive hot chocolate and a mini Yule 
log. The tours must be pre-booked by calling 
01622 880008. 


The fairytale fun continues on Boxing Day, 
when visitors can follow a fairytale trail 
through the grounds. A reward will be on offer 
for children who complete the trail, which costs 
an extra £1. 

Leeds Castle is open every day except 
Christmas Day and tickets cost £16.50/£13.50 
for adults and £9.50 for children. To find out 
more about events see www.leeds-castle.com 
or call 01622 765400. 
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REVIEW CROSSWORD 


WATERSTONE’S 



CROSSWORD No 366 

Name. 

Address. 


J 


Waterstone’s in Tunbridge Wells will present a £10 book token for the correct 
entry of the cryptic crossword picked at random. 

Send your completed grids to KoS, Prize Crossword, Apple Barn, Smeeth, Ashford, 
TN25 6SR. Closing date is Wednesday, December 23. 


CRYPTIC CLUES 
Across 

I. Ball made square possibly (10) 

7. Bid from a heartless offender (5) 

8. Raise to a higher state, given no 
blemish to hide (7) 

10. The beauty of justice (8) 

II. Weapons some people play with 
(4) 

13. Abraham ties me in knots (6) 

15. The price of saving derelict 
manors (6) 

17. Oatmeal soup holds it, too! (4) 

18. Not a descent of which one may 
be proud! (4,4) 

21. Laced it as ordered (7) 

22. Discrimination shown by a new 
state (5) 

23. Later chasing minors (10) 

SCRIBBLE HERE 


Down 

1. Muslim lawyer in plain clothes 

(5) 

2. Calm sentry that is agitated (8) 

3. Being restive is not any use, but 
might be! (6) 

4. Called for part of a ladder (4) 

5. Give title to records of debts and 
become doubtful (7) 

6. Appropriate change of accent is 
made (10) 

9. Simply was to obtain poise (4,6) 
12. Could be a tiger near meat per¬ 
haps (3-5) 

14. Dog responsible for mother’s 
quarrel (7) 

16. One won’t be the first to do it (6) 

19. A good place for caravans en 
route (5) 

20. In past years viewers have been 
irritated by it (4) 


QUICK CLUES 
Across 

I. Vague (10) 

7. Consumed (5) 

8. Reasonable (7) 

10. Length of time (8) 

II. Plan (4) 

13. Business magnate (6) 

15. Male goose (6) 

17. Candid (4) 

18. Abuse (8) 

21. Wreath (7) 

22. Affirm (5) 

23. Severity (10) 

Down 

1. Bury (5) 

2. Gift (8) 

3. Succeed (6) 

4. Near (4) 

5. Grappled with (7) 

6. Self-willed (10) 

9. Reading matter (10) 
12. Adherent (8) 

14. Stripe (7) 

16. Bicycle for two (6) 

19. Foe (5) 

20. Decline (4) 


Wd 0Z 61 Jraapirej, 91 iuojAaqo jq iuBsqjBg z\ 6 iSuo^spisaH 9 ‘PW B IS ‘q^N 

f iMOflOji g iuoqciiOQ z x :umoq rtouaraapui £z i-rea^s ZZ T UB l JB D IZ 81 ;u9d 0 LX toptreo si :uoodXj, 81 

hold XT iuorpama 01 4^°! 8 ^apsg 1 iaqinjapui i 9 ssojoy :gge SNOUfllOS MOfflC) d lL 0Z ^asn 81 ^nSog 91 ^ajraoo 
n isSuoJM 81 ‘qouRPqO 11 ^ofJKI 8 ^puappy g ^aqBuiaaBg f Jaiqg 8 ^ d S Z ^ajog 1 :umoq snoipajL ZZ ^ag \z !qog 61 
hno SuiAif) i\ !sasanoo jp*) gx tspireq jo Moqg z\ Uaxarauad 01 ‘ 9Qr l 6 ^sptreH L !aqdaos 9 :ssojoy ^06 8N0Um0S OILdAHO 


• The winner of the last crossword (no 365) is Mr I Humphrey, Tunbridge Wells 


Puzzled By 
What To Give 

THIS 
CHRISTMAS? 



V 

y v 







Help us to complete our Christmas puzzle 
and raise vital funds for Martha Trust by visiting 
www.marthatrustjigsaw.org.uk and buying 
a Christmas present with a difference. 



nn^’niT < 


Christmas period puzzle pieces cost a min of £5 
for any further info - Serita Boxall 


Fundraiser 01304 610448 / seritaboxall@marthatrust.org.uk / www.marthatrust.org.uk 
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NEWICK PARK 

HOTEL & COUNTRY ESTATE 


WINTER 

LUNCHES 


We would love to welcome 
you to Newick Park for lunch 
in our award-winning restaurant 
- at a very special price. 


From £21.50 
per person 


Valid Monday to Saturday, excluding Valentines Day. 


NEWICK PARK, NEWICK, 
EAST SUSSEX BN8 4SB 


+44 (0)1825 723633 
bookings@newickpark.co.uk 

www.newickpark.co.uk 
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Your local website 

PropertyforKent.co.uk 


Good 


news is 


STILL RISING: For the third 
quarter in a row property 
prices around the world 
have continued to improve 




INSIDE 


REVIEW PROPERTY 

www.propertyforkent.co.uk 



KOS 

media 


Award Winning Company 

3 Cumberland Walk, 

Tunbridge Wells TNI 1UJ. 

TELEPHONE: 01892 616103 
FAX: 01892 515495 
EMAIL: property@kosmedia.co.uk 


BY JAMES BENJAMIN 

HOUSE prices across the world 
are continuing to show signs of 
improvement, according to the lat¬ 
est figures. 

In a survey of property prices around the 
globe, values increased in 68 per cent of the 
countries reporting price changes for the third 
quarter of 2009. 

However, prices are still lower than 12 
months ago in 57 per cent of the locations - 
reminding us all that the UK is far from the 
only nation to be experiencing uncertainty in 
the marketplace. 

Liam Bailey, head of residential research at 
property giant Knight Frank, which conducted 
the research, said: “House prices are now ris¬ 
ing in a clear majority of locations around the 
world with almost 70 per cent of the locations 
in the Knight Frank Global House Price Index 
reporting growth in the third quarter of 2009. 
This compares with under 50 per cent during 
the second three months of the year. 

“There is still, however, a clear polarisation 
from the top to the bottom of the table. Israel 
remains the best performer on an annual 
basis and is the only country to have recorded 
double-digit growth (+13.7 per cent) during 
the past 12 months. 

“Prices in Dubai have fallen the most (-47 
per cent), despite posting a small recovery (1.2 
per cent) in the third quarter. 

“The recent debt issues with Dubai World 
and the subsequent loss of confidence by 
investors means even this nascent rally is 
already under threat.” 

The report revealed those European coun¬ 
tries yet to record their first quarter of growth 
since the credit crunch include Spain, 
Denmark and Ireland, where an oversupply of 
stock is holding back prices. 

This contrasts with the UK, which, despite 


being hit extremely hard initially, is staging a 
strong comeback as a shortage of houses for 
sale is contributing to rising values with 
demand outstripping supply. 

He added: “Other locations where growth is 
accelerating include Australia, which was rel¬ 
atively unscathed by the credit crunch. Many 


Asian economies are also performing strongly 
with quarterly growth of 6 per cent in Hong 
Kong and 2.5 per cent in mainland China. 

“Quarter three figures are unavailable for 
India, but prices were already rising in the sec¬ 
ond quarter of the year and that trend looks 
set to continue.” 


Banks loosen their purse strings 


MORTGAGE lending figures are 
on the up, with the total number 
approved in October the highest 
level for almost two years. 

The figure of 55,300 was the 
highest figure since December 
2007, according to research car¬ 
ried out by the Council of 
Mortgage Lenders. 

Within this total, there were 
19,700 loans to first-time buyers, 
unchanged from September, but 
34 per cent higher than in 
October 2008. 

There were 35,600 loans to 
home movers, 15 per cent higher 
than September’s total, and a sub¬ 
stantial 49 per cent higher than 
October of last year. 

Fixed-rate mortgages continued 
their downward trend from a high 
in July, when they accounted for 
80 per cent of all new loans. In 
October, this had decreased by 14 
per cent to 66 per cent. 

Tracker mortgages, however, 
are on the rise, accounting for 21 


per cent of all new loans in 
October, compared to July’s low of 
12 per cent. 

Loans approved for remortgag¬ 
ing stayed static for the second 
month in October, at 33,000. 
Apart from August 2009’s total of 
30,000, this is the lowest level 
since the CML began compiling 
this sort of data in 2002. 

CML director general Michael 
Coogan, said: “We are still in a 
two-speed mortgage market. 

“It appears that low interest 
rates for those with substantial 
deposits, coupled with this year’s 
sustained increases in house 
prices, are encouraging more peo¬ 
ple to buy or move home. 

“But the same low interest rates 
that are driving house buying 
activity provide little incentive for 
borrowers to refinance their 
loans. This, coupled with ongoing 
tightness in lending criteria, con¬ 
tinues to hold back the remort¬ 
gage market.” 



BALANCING ACT: Mortgage lending has risen, but the market 
is still torn between low prices and a reluctance to offer loans 
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Tunbridge Weils 01892 516611 
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Wadhurst 

An exceptionally spacious mews style country house 
with superb family accommodation, set within Sussex 
countryside about 1 mile from mainline station. 

Entrance Hall 3 Reception Rooms Study 
Kitchen/Breakfast Room Utility Room Cloakroom 
5 Bedrooms (3 En-suite) | Family Bathroom LPG 
Heating Integral Double Garage Garden About 1/2 
Acre 

£795,000 




Buxted 

A substantial village house with spacious family accom¬ 
modation enjoying views across its own mature gar¬ 
dens of about 1 acre. 

Entrance Hall 3 Reception Rooms Kitchen 
Breakfast Room Utility Room Cloakroom 5 
Bedrooms 3 Bath/Shower Rooms Spacious Loft Oil 
Fired Central Heating Detached Double Garage 
Gardens with Tennis Lawn Over 1 Acre 

OIRO £765,000 
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Tunbridge Wells 01892 5U611 
tunbridgewellsrahamptons-int.com 

wvAV.hamptons.co.uk 
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X X INTERNATIONAL 



Laddingford 

A superbly converted Grade II Listed attached barn 
which dates from the 17th Century, with many period 
features and beautifully landscaped gardens. 

Entrance Hall Reception Area 2 Receptions Rooms 
Study Kitchen/Breakfast Room Utility Room 
Cloakroom 4 Bedrooms Bathroom Shower Room 
(En-suite) Double Car Port Garden 

OIRO £575,000 




Rotherfield 


An impressive re-furbished detached character house 
set in outstanding gardens and grounds of about 5 _ 
acres, in a rural location on the edge of the village. 

Reception Hall 3 Reception Rooms 
Kitchen/Breakfast Room Utility Room Cloakroom 
5 Bedrooms Bathroom Separate WC Garage 
Open Field Shelter & Tack Room Oil Fired Central 
Heating Gardens & Grounds About 5 V 2 Acres 

£ 1 , 100,000 



I {AMPTONS 

1 A IVrtRKAlUISM 


dsof pro 



ptons.co.uk 


TO ADVERTISE TELEPHONE: 01892 616103 ONLINE: www.propertyforkent.co.uk ■ WEEK ENDING December 20, 2009 • REVIEW MAGAZINE 


XIII 


































Tunbridge Wells 01892 516611 
tunbridgewellsrahamptons-int.com 

www.hamptons.co.uk 
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INTERNATIONAL 




Forest Row 


A fabulously presented fine detached family house with a light and spacious interior, superbly 
fitted and equipped throughout, set in a gated private road. 

£1,350,000 


Reception Hall | 3 Reception Rooms | Study 
Kitchen/Breakfast Room Large Sitting Area | Utility 
Room | Cloakroom | Principal Bedroom with Dressing 
Room, Bathroom and Terrace 4 Further Bedrooms 
| 3 Bath/Shower Rooms (2 c/s) 3 Gas Central Heating | 
Detached Double Garage Landscaped Gardens 



An expanding network of over 85 offices - local national and international 


IJ AMPTONS 


INTER NATION At. 
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Tunbridge Wells 01892 5U611 
tunbridgewellsrahamptons-int.com 
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Langton Green 


A substantial detached house situated along a highly regarded private road in this popular village 
within close proximity of Holmewood House School. 

£1,350,000 


Impressive Hallway Drawing Room Dining Room 
Sitting Room Kitchen/Breakfast Room Study 
Galleried Landing Six First Floor Bedrooms 
5 Bath/Shower Rooms 2 Second Floor Bedrooms 
Integral Garage Carriage Driveway with Electric 
Gates Mature Gardens 


11 


AMPTONS 


INTERNATIONAL 


An expanding network of over 85 offices - local national and international 
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MERRY CHRISTMAS 


Ain’t no mountain high enough! 

Knight Frank wish everyone a Happy Christmas 
and a prosperous New Year. 


KnightFrank.co.uk 
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Tunbridge Wells £700,000 

The property offers surprisingly spacious accommodation over three floors with a 
high level of specification throughout. There is vehicle access to an a integral 
garage at the rear of the property and a small area of enclosed courtyard garden. 

Tunbridge Wells Branch - 01892 515300 


Tunbridge Wells £499,999 

A perfect family home with living room, dining room, conservatory, fitted 
kitchen, three bedrooms, en suite shower room, utility room and garage. 
This property is being sold chain free. 

Tunbridge Wells Branch - 01892 515300 


Tunbridge Wells £484,950 

The property is a perfect family home with front and rear gardens with front 
and rear gardens, off street parking, two reception rooms and a 
kitchen/breakfast room, situated in a close. 

Tunbridge Wells Branch - 01892 515300 



Tunbridge Wells 335,950 

Four bedroom detached home located on a small development within easy reach of 
Crowborough town and amenities. Two reception rooms, conservatory, an en suite 
shower room to the master bedroom and a kitchen/breakfast room and utility room. 

Tunbridge Wells Branch - 01892 515300 


Tunbridge Wells £310,000 

Three double bedroom semi detached house arranged over three floors with period 
features situated in the popular St James school area. A modern ktichen, breakfast 
room and bathroom. There is permit parking available and the property is chain free. 

Tunbridge Wells Branch - 01892 515300 


Tunbridge Wells £299,950 

A very spacious four bedroom semi detached house situated in a no through cul de sac on a 
good sized corner plot with drive way and garage. Situated within half a mile of Sainsbury's 
and within one mile of the main line station and the picturesque Pantiles and High Street. 

Tunbridge Wells Branch - 01892 515300 



Tunbridge Wells £259,950 

This three bedroom semi detached property is situated in a cul de sac and is 
the perfect family home. It offers the potential purchasers garden, garage, 
kitchen, utility room and a through lounge/dining room leading out to a patio. 

Tunbridge Wells Branch - 01892 515300 


Southborough £249,950 

A spacious two double bedroom period home situated in a quiet back water within easy 
reach of Southborough centre. Sitting Room, dining room opening to kitchen, first floor 
bathroom with separate shower, separate wc and pretty courtyard style garden. 

Tunbridge Wells Branch - 01892 515300 


Tunbridge Wells £239,950 

The property is a three bedroom Victorian terrace house, benefiting from a 
modern kitchen and through lounge dining room and an array of original 
features, front and rear gardens and a very sought after garage. 

Tunbridge Wells Branch - 01892 515300 



Tunbridge Wells £223,950 

A delightful Grade II listed Two Bedroom Cottage with a courtyard garden 
and siutated in the popular 'village' area with easy reach of the picturesque 
Pantiles and High Street together with the Main Line Station. 

Tunbridge Wells Branch - 01892 515300 


Tunbridge Wells £220,000 

A spacious and very well presented two double bedroom top floor flat having been converted from 
a period property situated in a convenient location within easy reach of the town centre. Re-fitted 
kitchen/breakfast room, sitting room with period fireplace, re-fitted bathroom and garden area. 

Tunbridge Wells Branch - 01892 515300 


Tunbridge Wells £210,000 

Offers In The Region Of £210,000 - £220,000. Recently built two bedroom detached home 
comprising entrance hall, cloakroom and open plan kitchen/reception room on the ground floor with 
two bedrooms and bathroom on the upper floor. The property also benefits from off road parking. 

Tunbridge Wells Branch - 01892 515300 


rightmovec 


Reaching a Bigger and Better Market 

Expose your propertyto London, national and international buyers through our extensive marketing 
Exposure on the leading property websites • Greater market profile for your property to generate more viewers 
• Network of I I local offices • Peace of mind that your property is being exposed to the widest market 

www.freemanforman.co.ukwww.countrywidemortgages.co.uk 
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£250,000 

CASH BUYER 

Tired of the Euro Tunnel this dose 
fmil fcunily want to he reunited. 

Having lived in France for the last two years, 
this highly family orientated couple are missing 
their 9 Grandchildren and are finding that the 
camcorder just doesn’t cut it anymore! Having 
almost completed on their property in France their 
J return to England in the near future leaves them 
I searching for an idyllic, 2 Bedroom period cottage. 
] away from main roads somewhere in the Weald of 
I Kent. They have no chain and so are in a brilliant 
position to move quickly. 

Ref: 1626 Usual Commission Required 


£650,000 

EQUINE CASH BUYERS 

Absolutely anywhere in Kent and 
East Sussex - Equestrianjucilities more 
important than house! 

After deciding that Kent is the place to be, this 
country loving couple are waiting for the perfect 
home for them and their horses. With flexible 
accommodation needs and all areas considered, the 
minimum of Five Acres for their four legged friends 
is the only main requirement. A Three Bedroom 
Detached property with Stables and an Outbuilding 
would be ideal, but not compulsory. All the 
emphasis goes on the horses in this household. 
1624 Usual Commission Required 

£1,000,000 

nothing to sell 

I Uidy of the Housed seeks Family 

Home 6etween Tonbridge and Maidstone. 

The lady of the household is spending all day 
I in the car because her children are at School in 
Maidstone and Tonbridge. To keep her 
1 is looking for a family home with excellent bus 

I and rail links between the two Towns. TheTrou 
must have at least 5 Bedrooms and a large Garde . 

Mom tods would be available if the prope^o 

had Office facilities for working from home. 

, Rpf . i 64 g Usua^rnmf^ijteqmre^ 


£800,000 

CASH BUYER 

Englishman looking for a Castle. 

Do you have a property that is perhaps a little past 
its sell by date, or just needing a bit of titivating, he 
would even look at a property that is falling down 
providing it is standing in a large Garden? Ideally 
I having up to Five or so Acres, just waiting for our Jim 
to ‘Fix It’ into his magical dream home. He is very 
open on area and style. If you have such a property 
call us now so that the transformation can begin. 
Ref: 1652 Usual Commission Required 


. ^ £2,000,000 

buying second home 

A convenient spot for the Somerfull 
Softools InTon6rUgeis essential 
for out wed placed jamify. 

If you are in this area we would be delightedTo 
hear from you. Being a to lovmg fatmly they 
I are looking for aHouse full of Character possibly 
Quirky buf a home to enjoy. Set» a rural ~ 
1 with space for the boys to run wild. Their new 
home will need generously proportioned.rooms 
with a minimum of Four Bedrooms and Two 
Bathrooms to avoid queues m the mo g- 
Ref: 1426 Usual Commission Required 


£5,000,000 

CASH BUYERS 

| A rural Estate with ‘inside and outside 
space being the priority. 

We have a couple who are looking for a second 
home to relocate; space is the priority! The bigger 
the better! Between 300 and 500 Acres would be 
ideal for their agricultural needs. They require 
4-5 Bedrooms and some Outbuildings, or scope 
to build some. They do not like being in close 
proximity to their neighbours, or being close to 
busy roads. It is the typical country life for this 
traditional couple. No matter where you are in 
East Sussex or Kent, if you think you can match 
the description of this much-desired home and 
, surroundings call us before someone else does! 
R e f 1635 Usual Commission Required 


£2-£3 Million 

IN RENTED 

I Currently London based this family 

are very keen to up sticks and move to 
Kent/East Sussex. 

At the moment they are parked up in a lovely 
house so the good news is that they can move at 
your pace. The husband travels a lot so his wife 
does not want to be left at home with two young 
children in an isolated property. Hence they have 
decided they want to concentrate their search in 
thriving Villages or nice Country Towns. They 
love big Georgian, Victorian and Edwardian 
houses with a passion, conversely they hate 
beamy houses and have no desire whatsoever for 
the trappings of success such as a Tennis Court 
or a Swimming pool. However, an acre or so for 
their young son and daughter would seal the deal. 
Also they would be willing to totally refurbish a 
suitable property. Have you got that elusive house 
they have been seeking for some time now? 
\_Ref: 1641 Usua^ommission Required 


£500,000 

NOTHING TO SELL 

50 Years Young and Cooking for a ruraC 
retreat in Kent or East Sussex 

I ArrV” 8 -" ™ s is looking to 

retreat shghtly from the buzz of Tunbridge wills to 
I a more rural location in Kent or East lussex 

he cash is m the bank so he is waiting to snap up 
I ? pel t property which must be far from A 
maddmg crowd for Sunday afternoon snooT” tohe 

a lame S c ne d edS 3 "T™™ ° f Two brooms. 
I a large Garden and a Detached Garage. 

Can you help? 

UsualCommission Required 


£1,750,000 

CASH BUYERS 

A Classical Family House in or 
around Tunbridge Wells. 

With children at Sevenoaks School, this lady must 
have a reasonable school run. Although she loves 
Period houses her husband is 6’5” so the property 
must have high ceilings- a Traditional Victorian 
or Georgian Family Home would be ideal. Views 
are of great importance and the house must have 
well proportioned rooms, Four Bedrooms and 
space to work from Home. A quiet location with 
a large Garden or some Acreage would tick the 
| right boxes. Finished in “Farrow and Ball” colours 
away from busy roads would be their Classical 
■ Masterpiece. 

| Ref: 1402 Usual Commission Required 


£895,000 

UNDER OFFER 

Ladies and Gentlemen of the jury, if there 
is any justice in the worldl ! 

Lady Banister is taking on her hardest cuse ya 
I searching for that perfect period property and the 

CoTwfflnotrestuto she has found it. Itmusthave 

a minimum of 2,200 sq.ft, Three Bedrooms, One 
or more Acres and be within twenty tn.nutes of^ 

Headcom After passing the bar exam La y 

thought that this would be a breeze m comparison 
tSSllty with her budget of 895,000 pounds bu 
g oS » <L eyidence provided so far it is definitely 
not an open and shut case. 

The property must be in a quiet location and like 
manyof herwitnesses, have lots of ch^acter, so if 
you have got what the law requires make sure you 
give us a call or you might end up being sentenced 

1 house arrest. 

Ref . 165? Usual CommissionRequired _ 


£1,500,000 

SOLD, IN RENTED 

I This disillusioned young family have been 
living in rented accommodation for the 
last Four Tears. 

I They are desperate to own their own detached period 
1 property in the Cranbrook School Catchment Area. 
As Dad commutes the property should be no further 
than 20 minutes from a Main Line Station. The 
house will have at least 4 Bedrooms, 4 Reception 
Rooms, good sized Gardens with a Swimming Pool 
or space for one and must have a Garage in which 
to house the hunter and gatherer’s beloved Ferrari. 
With a spend of 1.5 million pounds and in a very 
good position, can you help? 

Ref: 1627 Usual Commission Required 


, £850,000 

CASH BUYER 

This family are looking for an 

Equestrian Property with 8 Acres in 
East or West Sussex 

Do you have a property to fit this description? 
They only need Three Bedrooms but the P r0 Pj rt > 
™ZZi a quiet location in either East or West 
Sussex 8 Acres are required to accommodate their 
horses and of course existing Stabling would be an 
advantage. Do please contact us ,f your property 

would be suitable. 

Ref: !492 Usual Commission Required 


£1,250,000 

CONTRACTS EXCHANGED 

The desperate daddy to Tom, Dick and Harry 
is tearing his hair out trying to find the 
perfect property 

This Family need to find somewhere before their 
property completes on Valentines Day. Their main 
priority is over 3000 sq.ft of Accommodation and 
a minimum of 5 Bedrooms. Lots of outdoor space 
is essential for these energetic boys. His wife says 
Cupid will not be knocking on his door unless he 
finds somewhere soon. Can you help? 

Ref: 1648 Usual Commission Required 


£400,000 

IN RENTED 

Local jamify eager to stay in East Sussex - 
I preferably in a peaceful part ofEtchmgham. 

This local family are looking for their next family 
home in East Sussex preferably in a peaceful rural 
part of Etchingham, however your property may 
| tempt them further afield. Their family is growing 
fast so a minimum of 3 Bedrooms is required and 
a large Garden is a must for skipping ropes and 
pink lemonade. 

Ref: 1643 Usual Commission Required 
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Award Winner Throughout: 

Bedfordshire, Berkshire, Buckinghamshire, 
Cambridgeshire, East Sussex, Essex, Hampshire, 

| Hertfordshire, Isle of Wight, Kent, Middlesex, Norfolk, | 
Oxfordshire, Suffolk, Surrey and West Sussex. 


www.countrypropertygroup.com 
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"ABOVE AND BEYOND" . 

FRANT OFFICE 
TEL: 01892 750999 

GOUDHURST OFFICE 
TEL: 01580 211888 

HORSMONDEN OFFICE 
TEL: 01892 724488 


W MATFIELD OFFICE ^ 
TEL: 01892 724949 

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 

r Monday-Friday -js 
9.00am - 5.30pm 

Saturday, Sunday & 
Bank Holidays 
9.30am - 5.30pm 

Only Closed Chrsitmas Day, 
Boxing Day and New Years Day 


.«. ft' * A : lEK t r si t 


Mary Stanley Jane Bt 


Katie Brown Caroline Cheney Tom Clarke Jaime Fairbarns Jill Finn Jemima Goodson Bryony Gordon Laura Hoadley Alan Killeen Jan Killeen Harriet Matthews Helen Matthews Teresa Parker Pam Rowland 


ie Samuels Kerrie Tyler Chez Van Auswegen 
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www.connells.co.uk 

www.rightmove.co.uk 

www.fish4homes.co.uk 

www.telegraph.co.uk 

Tunbridge Wells Branch 


Connells 
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TUNBRIDGE WELLS 


£218,000 

TUNBRIDGE WELLS 

£184,950 

WADHURST 

£249,995 

PEMBURY 


£155,000 






• Three bedrooms • Comfortable rear garden 

• Self contained annexe • No Chain 


• 1 Bed Top Floor Apartment • Share of Freehold 

• Refitted Kitchen & Bathroom • Close to Station 


• 2 Bed Second Floor Apartment • DG & Central Heating 

• Convenient Location • Garage 


An exclusive collection of avant garde four bedroom 
homes, situated in a highly sought after location 



• Refurbished 1 Bed Flat • Communal Garden 

• Allocated Parking • No Chain 



• Two Bedroom Cottage • Original Features 

• Two Receptions • St Peters Area 


Due to high levels of recently sold properties, 
Connells Tunbridge Wells now urgently 
require properties in Tunbridge Wells and 
surrounding areas to keep up with applicant 
demand. If you are thinking of selling or are 
currently on the market but believe that your 
home should have sold by now then please 
call 01892 547966 to arrange a free market 
appraisal of your home. 



• Three Bedrooms • Sought After Location 

• Contemporary Design • Immaculately Presented 


TUNBRIDGE WELLS 


£179,950 


• 2 Bed Top Floor Apartment • Vacant Possession 

• Sought After Location • Far Reaching Views 




• 2 Bed Apartment • Modern Kitchen 

• Sought After Location • No Chain 


TUNBRIDGE WELLS 


£139,995 



I 


Tel: 01892 547966 • tunbridgewells@connells.co.uk www.connells.co.uk 
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PICK UP A NEW 
HOME FOR THE 
NEW YEAR. , 



CHRISTMAS OPbNING TIMES 


dosed: 24th December - 26th December 
27th and 28th December 


CkTs'ed: 29th December-1 st January 


2nd January 


Open: 


www.bellway.co.uk 


Century Fields. 

Regents Way. Kings Hill. 
West Mailing. Kent 
ME194EB 

3 & 4 bedroom homes 

from £265,000 
„ £436,000 

CALL: 01732 522717 

VISIT: Marketing Suite and Show Homes open Daily. 
Weekdays 10am - 5pm, Weekends 11am - 5pm. 

Late night opening Thursday until 7pm. 


Bel I wag 


Offers available on selected plots only. Prices correct at time of going to press. Specification on site may vary. 


PROPERTIES 
TO LET 


1000s of homes to rent 
in Kent s local districts 
and towns 


PropertyforKent.co.uk 


The smart way to find a home in the County 

POWERED BY KOS MEDIA 
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Looking for a new pad? 

Search and find 1000s of Kent homes online 


PropertyforKent.co.uk 

The smart way to find a new home in the County 


© Look for what schools 
are in the area 


What houses have been 
sold in the area 


© Look for transport 
links in the area 


Find the nearest 
local supermarkets 


POWERED BY KOS MEDIA 
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PLACE LIMITED 


1A THE PANTILES 


Your window to the largest database of developers, 
self builders and investors in the South East. 






RATI 

ELLERY 


Glitterati 








More land available/required. Free appraisals and advice. 


For any land and property related matters please contact either Steve Donnelly 
or Andrea I Iawkcs on 01892 619289 or email info@chapelplacelimited.com 


Details of all our sites currently available can be found on our website www.chapelplacelimited.com 
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www.kentnews.co.uk for all the news and sport 
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Training, Courses 

^ ^ K 0 S 


& Careers 


To advertise on this page contact - 
Telephone: 01892 458204 
Email: editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 
Online: www.kentnews.co.uk 
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EDUCATION 



Give youngsters a chance 



BACKING: Colin Carmichael is a new member of 
the Diploma Employer Champions Network 


Plea to companies to offer diploma to 
prep are school leavers for working life 


_By STEVE KNIGHT_ 

steve.knight@kosmedia.co.uk 

LOCAL employers are being 
urged to support the new 
Diploma qualification and help 
prepare more youngsters for 
working life. 

The message comes from the chief 
executive of Canterbury council Colin 
Carmichael, who is one of the newest mem¬ 
bers of the national Diploma Employer 
Champions Network (DECN). 

The network also has a number of major 
firms signed up in support of the skills- 
based qualification, including British Gas, 
Microsoft, the RAF, Toyota and IBM. 

Mr Carmichael said: “Canterbury coun¬ 


cil is one of the largest employers in the 
local area and we are very keen to sup¬ 
port the Diploma since we feel the quali¬ 
fication helps ensure all students are 
catered for in terms of their interests 
and learning styles. 

‘We also see our involvement as a means 
to engage with the young people in the area 
we serve. 

“We have signed a memorandum of 
understanding with the local 14 to 19 part¬ 
nership, which states the council will be the 
first port of call when any employer engage¬ 
ment is requested across all the lines of 
learning.” 

Regarded as an accompaniment to 
GCSEs, A-levels and apprenticeships, the 
Diploma allows youngsters aged between 
14 and 19 to combine classroom study with 
practical learning. 

Subjects currently available include engi¬ 


neering, IT, hospitality and hair and beauty 
studies. 

According to the DECN, employers can 
help support the qualification by provid¬ 
ing talks and lectures, setting business 
problems for students to work on as proj¬ 
ects, offering work experience placements, 
and so on. 

National Diploma champion Chris Mayer 
- chief executive of Her Majesty’s Court 
Service - said: “The Champions Network 
promotes the benefits of the Diploma to 
employers and demonstrates that well- 
respected employers are integral to the 
design and delivery of the qualification. 

“It is great to have Colin Carmichael and 
Canterbury council on board, working to 
improve educational opportunities for 
young people.” 

• Visit wivw.dcsf.gov.uk for more 
information. 


Do You Want A New Career? 
Train To Be A Plumber 



Change Career And Become 
A Successful, Professional 
Plumber In 12 Weeks. 

Kent’s Award Winning Plumbing 
Academy provides you with 
professional recognised City & Guilds 
courses, with full time or part time 
options to suit you. With state of the 
art facilities we have successfully 
trained hundreds of career changers 
with no experience, to become highly 
successful, professional domestic 
plumbers. With NVQ Level 2 & 3 you 
can go on to Gas Training, Renewable 
Energy and Solar Energy Design and 
Installation. We offer you business 
skills and all the support you need to 
launch your new career as a plumber. 
Come and look round and receive 
your free starter pack. 

Call now 01732 866500 
or book online 


The Plumbing Academy 

6-8 Fircroft Way, Edenbridge, Kent TN8 6ET 

www.theplumbingacademy.co.uk 


M ! 
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Apprentice Ross 
is a bright spark 

A TRAINEE electrician from Tonbridge has 
been named the South East’s Best 
Apprentice. 

Ross Mills, 23, will now compete for the 
national title after beating 10 other hope¬ 
fuls to the award, which was organised by 
the training provider JTL. 

Chief executive Denis Hird said: “These 
are challenging times for the construction 
industry but it is a great tribute to 
employees in the South East that they are 
training up high-quality young people like 
Ross. 

“It is they who will provide the skills the 
region needs when the industry emerges 
from the present downturn.” 

Mr Mills is employed by the Tunbridge 
Wells-based Strange Electrical. In second 
place was Philip Hadaway of Sittingboume- 
based electrical contractor WE Manin. 



Headteachers’ trust in move to new offices 


THE Kent-based Southern 
Educational Leadership Trust has 
relocated to new offices near 
Sittingboume. 

The charity, which delivers the 


national qualification for head teach¬ 
ers, was previously based in West 
Mailing but has now moved to be 
closer to the M2 and M20. 

Chief executive Frank Clare said: 


“We were also looking at cost-effec¬ 
tiveness and were attracted by the 
opportunity to purchase the free¬ 
hold, which we felt offered good 
value for money.” 
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• Accountancy 

• Administration, Secretarial, PA 

• Agriculture, Forestry, Environment 

• Art and Design 

• Catering, Hospitality 

• Construction, Architecture, Surveyors 

• Customer Service, Call Centre 

• Domestic 


• Education, Teacher, School 

• Engineering, Manufacturing, Utilities 

• Estate Agency, Property 

• Graduate, Trainees 

• Health and Safety, Security, Defence 

• HR, Recruitment 

• Industrial, Warehouse, Factory 

• IT, Internet, Telecoms 


• Insurance, Banking, Finance 

• Legal 

• Leisure, Tourism, Travel 

• Management Consultancy 

• Management, Senior Positions 

• Marketing, Advertising 

• Motor Trade, Driver 

• Not for Profit, Charities 


• Nursing, Medicine, Care Work 

• Other 

• Print, Packaging, Distribution 

• PR, Media, Journalism 

• Public Sector, Social Services 

• Retail, Wholesale, Sales 

• Scientific and Pharmaceutical, Research 

• Transport, Logistics, Aviation 



changing lives 
reducing crime 


Nacro is the principal crime reduction charity in England and Wales. It works to reduce crime by delivering a range of socially inclusive crime 
prevention initiatives by working for a fair and effective criminal justice system and by resettling offenders. 

Nacro Services in Kent and Medway offers vocational and skills training to young people aged 14-19years / adult learners and those who 
wish to improve their literacy and numeracy. Our aim is to motivate raise self-esteem and increase self confidence through effective training 
and skills development to progress our learners into education, training or employment. 

As our provision extends we are looking for lively, self motivated individuals who enjoy the challenge of working with people of all ages but, 
in particular, young people. 

We have the following vacancies at our Chatham New Bridge House Centre: 

PROGRAMME MANAGER 

£21,273 

We are looking for a motivated individual to develop and deliver a Hospitality/Catering Foundation Learning 
course to 14-19 year olds, which includes e2e Provision and Schools. 

You will possess the appropriate skills to engage young people in Hospitality and Catering to increase their 
participation and progression. You will be experienced in using imaginative new techniques to ensure take up 
of the course. 


ASSISTANT TRAINER 

£13,466 

We are looking for a motivated individual to assist the Programme Manager to develop and deliver a 
Hospitality/Catering Foundation Learning course to 14-19 year olds which includes e2e Provision and Schools. 


You will possess the appropriate skills to engage young people in Hospitality and Catering to increase their 
participation and progression. 

Contact colin.farrow@nacro.org.uk or call Colin Farrow on 01634 818305 for an application pack. 
We have the following vacancy at our Pathways Construction Centre in Chatham: 

TRAINER 

£17,834 

We hold contracts for Entry to Employment (e2e) and Schools to deliver programmes which engage and 
develop young people in order that they may progress into Employment, Training or Further Education. 

We are looking for an individual to join our staff team who is enthusiastic, lively and creative. You will be 
someone with experience/qualifications in Personal and Social areas so that we can expand our programme 
for young people. 


This post will be based at our Pathways Centre which specialises in Construction 

Contact carlie.kimpton@nacro.org.uk or call Carlie Kimpton on 01634 402761 for an application pack. 
We have the following vacancies at our Sittingbourne Centre: 

YOUTH WORKER - PART TIME (18HRS) ESF Switch Project 

£7,946 

We are looking for an enthusiastic individual who can motivate and engage young people between the ages of 
14-16 on short motivational courses. You will need to be willing to travel to deliver the courses in various 
locations across Kent. 


TRAINER - ESF TIE Project 

£17,834 

We are looking for an individual to join our staff team who is enthusiastic, lively and creative. You will be 
someone with experience/qualifications in Personal and Social areas so that we can expand our programme 
with 14-19 year old young people. You will need to be willing to travel to deliver the courses in various 
locations across Kent, and including the Young Offenders Institute in Medway. 

These post will work from our Sittingbourne Centre 

EUROPEAN^JNION 




Contact colin.farrow@nacro.org.uk or call Colin Farrow on 01634 818305 for an application pack. 
Closing date for all the above posts is 8 January 2010 

VOLUNTEERS 

We are looking for people who like to volunteer to support the learners in our Centres in various roles e.g. 
mentoring, support for Skills for Life, in particular reception type duties at our Pathways Centre. Travel and 
lunch expenses are paid. 

Contact colin.farrow@nacro.org.uk or call Colin Farrow on 01634 818305 for an application pack. 


Kings Head, 
Sutton Valence 

Require full time Chef 
and part time 
Bar/Waiting Staff 
Own transport an 
advantage 
Call 01622 843264 


Domestic Help 
required 

at Care Home 
in Westgate on Sea. 
For more information 
Please contact 
Debbie or Diane 
Tel: 01843 831491 



Maidstone 

Require 

Coffee Shop Supervisor 

Part Time 

Excellent Customer Service 
and food standards 
Apply in store 
andrea@candhfabrics.co.uk 
01892 773611 


Bright 

new 

careers 

online 

r 


Register your details 
and we'll email you 
daily with new jobs 
that match your 
selected criteria 

JobsforKent.co.uk 

The smart way to find a 
job in the County 

POWERED BY 

KOS MEDIA 


A2 CABS LTD 

Full & Part Time 

TAXI DRIVER'S 

Required 

Please contact 

Elaine 

01795 431500 



To advertise in this section 

U 01892 616103 



Admin and Marketing Exec 

Support local produce? Want to get involved 
with a fast growing environmentally friendly 
business? Love the internet? 


This is an exciting opportunity to join a fast growing online consumer 
business - Food For Kent. Due to the current rapid expansion of Food For Kent 
and its online home retail business we are recruiting an admin and marketing 
executive to support our ongoing operations in Aldington, nr Ashford. 

We deliver high quality locally sourced food across Kent and London and require a 
dynamic professional to help our business grow to the next stage. 

The successful candidate will play a key role: 

Coordinating and delivering the marketing strategy 
Managing online content 
Customer communication and analysis 
Reporting to the Managing Director the successful candidate will ideally: 

Have 1 years marketing experience 
Educated to degree standard 
Excellent communication skills 
Computer literacy essential 
Benefits include: 

E15-18K basic salary + bonus (based in a beautiful setting!) 

This really is an exciting time to join a progressive, forward thinking company. 
Apply now in writing to info@foodforkent.co.uk 
Closing date for applications 1st January 2009. 



foodforkent.co.uk 

GO GREE ORDER FRESH LOCAL PRODUCE ONLINE 


Bj)1892 616103j 



Administrative Assistant 

£16,830 - £19,126 PRO RATA 

PART TIME, 30 HOURS PER WEEK • SIX MONTH CONTRACT 
(FOUR DAYS: MONDAY, TUESDAY, WEDNESDAY AND FRIDAY) 

BASED FAVERSHAM 

KCA provides a wide range of high quality, innovative primary care mental 
health services. We require an Administrative Assistant to be a member of the 
Psychological Therapy Providers (PTP) team. You will need proficiency in copy 
typing, minute-taking and data in-putting, as well as experience of working 
independently. A sound understanding and experience of using a range of 
computer applications, including Microsoft Access and Excel is required. 

An understanding of statistics and basic data analysis is desirable, although a 
willingness to learn would be acceptable. 

You will need to be able to respond to people in a professional manner and 
have good communication skills. 

Should you wish to discuss this role informally please contact Smita Derodra 
or Karl Grice on 01795 590212. 

An application form and job description can be downloaded from 
www.kca.org.uk or call 01795 590635. Please quote reference: 628. 

Closing date: 31 December 2009. 

Interview date: 12 January 2010 in Faversham. 

KCA (UK) is committed to the principles of equality of opportunity for all. 

Charity No: 292824. 


INVESTORS 

www.kca.org.uk IN PEOPLE 
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Seven Springs, Pembury Road 
Tunbridge Wells 

FULL TIME SUPPORT 
WORKER 

Required to work in a busy friendly Residential 
Home for physically disabled adults. 
Experience preferred but not essential as full 
training will be given. 

For an application form and job description please 
contact us on 01892 531138 during office hours. 
Closing date Friday 8th January 2010. 


Leonard 
Cheshire 
D ability 


A REWARDING NEW CAREER IN^I 

HEALTH AND WELLNESS 

Arriba Weight Loss Challenge Leaders required 
Full Time/Part Time £1000-3000 per month 
Full training and support available 

Call Estelle on 01622 664861 

www.arribakent.biz 


Practice Administrator 

General office administration including opening 
post, scanning and electronic distribution. 
Telephone and face to face contact with patients. 
Word processing, photocopying, faxing etc. 
Working 4hrs per day Mon - Fri 
one week mornings 
and following week late afternoons 
Applications with CV to Dr Taylor & Partners, 
Newton Place Surgery, Newton Rd, 
Faversham, ME13 8FH 


Data Entry Assistant (Job Share) 

Team-oriented person required for digital 
education company in Beckenham. Able to work 
in busy team, answer calls, queries, data entry, 
customer correspondence, tests & diplomas. 

3 days per week - Monday, Friday & either 
Tuesday or Thursday 

Apply to 

admin@ebluk.co.uk or Telephone: 020 8658 7711 


REEVES+NEYLAN 

chartered accountants+business advisers 

Want to train as a Chartered Accountant? 

Why not train with the best... 

Reeves+Neylan are Kent’s largest accountancy firm, providing award winning tax and 
business advice. We are committed to investing in and supporting our trainees, offering 
exposure to all areas of accountancy. We will shortly be commencing our recruitment 
campaign for trainee chartered accountants to join our Canterbury and Chatham offices. 
We would like to hear from you if you have: 

• A strong academic record inc 300 UCAS points and a 2:1 degree 

• Motivation and commitment to business and finance 

• Proven numerical and communication skills 

• Enthusiasm and a strong desire to succeed. 

Please apply online at www.reeves-neylan.com or send a copy of 
your CV to: Joanna Wooding, HR Team, 37 St Margaret’s Street, 

Canterbury CT1 2TU, or via email to hr@reeves-neylan.com 
Training programme details are also available online. 



' Be the first in line to receive 
the latest top Kent jobs 



Register your details and we'll email you daily with 
new jobs that match your selected criteria 

JobsforKent.co.uk 

The smart way to find a job in the County 

POWERED BY KOS MEDIA 


Is this the job 
for you? 


SENIOR SUPPORT WORKERS 

Salary from £15,250 


ACH is a fast-growing 
organisation, 
developing new, high- 
quality residential 
homes for adults with 
Learning Disabilities. 
Due to our continued 
growth we now require 


SUPPORT WORKERS 

Salary £13,250 

For an application pack please visit our website at 
www.achuk.com 

Alternatively e-mail louise.burrows@achuk.com 
or contact Human Resources on 0208 502 8871. 


the following staff to 
complement our team 
at our home in 


BOBBING 



ACH 

London Limited 

Providing Care, Developing Independence 


Is this the job 
for you? 


SUPPORT WORKERS 

Salary £13,250 


ACH is a fast-growing 
organisation, 
developing new, high- 
quality residential 
homes for adults with 
Learning Disabilities. 
Due to our continued 
growth we now require 


NIGHT SUPPORT WORKERS 

Salary £13,250 • 35 hours per week 

For an application pack please visit our website at 
www.achuk.com 

Alternatively e-mail louise.burrows@achuk.com 
or contact Human Resources on 0208 502 8871. 


the following staff to 
complement our team 
at our homes in 


BIRCHINGTON 



ACH 

London Limited 

Providing Care, Developing Independence 


To advertise in this section 


01892 616103 | 


Public Sector 


You can also find the latest jobs online: WWW.jobsforkent.CO.uk 


KOSMEDIA 
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Teachers Needed 

Primary, Secondary and SEN. 

Capita Education Resourcing is the leading 
provider of educational staff throughout the UK. 

Our dedicated and friendly Kent team can provide 
you with: 

✓ Daily/weekly/termly supply opportunities 

✓ Excellent rates of pay - paid weekly 

✓ Free in-service training and CPD assessment 

✓ Free use of resource centre 

✓ An out-of-hours service 

Even if you can only spare one day a week we would 
love to hear from you. 

To find out more information 
and to register with us, please call us free on: 

0800 7316871 
C A P ITA 1777^3 enQuirv.ers@caoita.cT.uk 

■ EDUCATION RESOURCING 

(Agy) Committed to equal opportunities 


‘ ^ ... 

TEACHERS AND 
COVER SUPERVISORS 
URGENTLY REQUIRED 

MAIDSTONE, ASHFORD, 
MEDWAY TOWNS, THANET 
& DARTFORD AREAS 


Call and speak with friendly, qualified education staff 




rei no 01892 676076 


Quality Mark website: www.termtimeteachers.co.uk 

chMen^sdioois and families e-mail: office@temitimeteachers.co.uk 


TEACHERS! 

& NURSERY NURSES 
GET A FLYING START 
WITH OUR EXCELLENT 
PAY RATES 

CALLUS! 01634817575 

and leam more about our unique 
loyalty scheme. 


office@education-sense.com 

www.education-sense.com 
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c EDUCATION SENSE 

. The Future Of Recruitment In Education 
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TERMS AND CONDITIONS 


KOS MEDIA (PUBLISHING) LTD 
TERMS AND CONDITIONS 

1. Advertisements will be accepted only on the express condition that the advertiser 
warrants that the advertisement does not in any way contravene any existing 
legislation and in particular the Trade and Description Act 1968 and the Consumer 
Credit Act 1974. 

2. It is the responsibility of all advertisers to ensure that all advertising meets all forms 
of government legislation and KOS Media (Publishing) Ltd (the “media owner”) takes 
no responsibility for liability in errors and omissions to the content of our media. 

3. All rates quoted are subject to VAT at the rate currently in force at the time the 
advertisement appears. 

4. All rates within the annual advertising agreement will be rate protected for 12 
months from the first date of publication under the signed agreement. 

5. Any unsuitable material posted on any website belonging to KOS Media (Publishing) 
Ltd by the advertiser or any associated third party will be removed or refused. All 
passwords and security supplied to the advertiser by KOS Media (Publishing) Ltd in 
relation to the use of the posting of material via the media owner’s online 
administration tool will be the responsibility of the advertiser. The advertiser 
indemnifies KOS Media (Publishing) Ltd against any damages as a result of misuse 
of these privileges by either the advertiser or any third party given password 
privileges by the advertiser. 

6. KOS Media (Publishing) Ltd reserves the right to change passwords intermittently 
to ensure the overall and ongoing security of its websites within the public domain. 

7. Copyright and licenses for voice-over/music/photography or film for advertising 
promotions or otherwise within the various forms of media in print, online and 
moving film owned by KOS Media (Publishing) Ltd must have been sought, verified 
or paid for by the advertiser where applicable. Approval or permissions must have 
been given by any potential beneficial owner voice-over or music. The advertiser 
must be able to verify any statements or claims (promotional or otherwise) in 
relation to their products/services promoted within any of the media offerings 
belonging to KOS Media (Publishing) Ltd. 

8. Where shrinkage of an advertisement occurs for whatever reason, the 
advertisement will be charged to the nearest full centimetre where it relates to the 
media owner’s printed publications. This will NOT apply to full-page 
advertisements, which remain full pages even after shrinkage. 

9. KOS Media (Publishing) Ltd reserves the right to omit or refuse any 
advertisement/commercial/web content without notice or explanation. In these 
terms the word “advertiser” shall be construed to include any person or 
organisation placing an advertisement on behalf of another. 

10. A guarantee of insertion cannot be given and the media owners shall not be liable 
for any loss or damage caused by any error inaccuracy within your marketing 
content. In no case shall the total liability of the media owner for any error or 
omission exceed the price charged by the media owners for that advertising. 

11. No liability is accepted for any loss or damage alleged to have arisen through delay 
in forwarding replies to Box numbers, however caused, nor for the loss or damage 
to any artwork supplied. 

12. Claims for any error or inaccuracy in your media messages with KOS Media (Publishing) 
Ltd must be made in writing to the accounts department within 10 days of publishing. 

13. KOS Media (Publishing) Ltd accepts no responsibility for any errors or omissions 
made on their websites by the advertiser. 

14. KOS Media (Publishing) Ltd has the right to cancel the advertiser’s annual membership 
without notice should the advertiser deliberately publish out of date material or content 
on any of the media owner's online digital platforms. KOS Media (Publishing) Ltd will 
seek to recover, in full, all outstanding invoices in relation to the signed annual 
membership as a result of the advertiser’s negligence in this regard and reserves the 
right to claim damages for any potential vexatious action via the advertiser. 

15. Advertisers are requested to check their advertisements after the first insertion. The 
media owner will not be responsible for any errors on subsequent insertions, which 
have not been advised to them in writing. 

16. A minimum of one month’s notice must be given in writing for any cancellation of the 
signed annual advertiser’s agreement. Upon cancellation, all discounts from KOS 
Media’s standard effective media advertising rate card (July 2008-June 2009) will be 
recalculated and adjusted accordingly in line with KOS Media’s standard media rate 
card (effective July 2008-June 2009) and will reflect the revised length of commitment 
denoted by the advertiser’s written cancellation. Any surcharges, refunds or costs in 
relation to the production of the advertiser’s TV commercial for the commitment set out 
within the advertiser’s agreement will be met in full by the advertiser as per KOS 
Media’s standard media advertising rate card (July 2008-June 2009). Discounts will 
be reapplied and any refunds or surcharges will be paid by either party within 30 days 
of the advertiser's written cancellation. Any other advertising placed must give a 
minimum of seven days’ written notice and any discounts given for series bookings 
will be forfeited by the advertiser upon cancellation. 

17. Seasonal contracts, Your Professional classified advertisements or any uplift 
advertising within the annual contract with the advertiser will be invoiced in full - at 
rate card - on receipt of any written cancellation of this contract within the 12-months. 

18. All uplift advertisements must be booked in at least three months in advance of 
publication and will be subject to availability. All dates booked will be on a first- 
come, first-served basis. 

19. The advertiser must agree to the date and time of filming of any online TV 
advertising commercial supplied by KOS Media (Publishing) Ltd within the 
advertiser’s agreement, (Platinum, Gold, Silver standard of commercial). Should, for 
any reason, the advertiser not be available at the agreed time without giving 
sufficient notice (at least 48 hours), KOS Media (Publishing) Ltd reserves the right 
to charge for any further TV production at its standard published hourly rate should 
the advertiser still wish to use KOS Media (Publishing) Ltd's production services to 
complete its TV commercial or photographic imagery included in the advertiser’s 
agreement. The advertiser will approve and accept that there are only two choices 
of voice-over and music offered by KOS Media (Publishing) Ltd. Should an 
advertiser wish to use other voice-overs or non-copyright free music it is the 
responsibility of the advertiser to pay the PRS rights should they be required to do 
so. Any changes to or failure to approve the TV production by the deadlines agreed 
between both parties will result in KOS Media (Publishing) Ltd being given 
permission by the advertiser to replace the TV commercial with pictures or stills 
from a choice of photography supplied by the media owner until the advertiser can 
supply a TV commercial produced at their own cost and risk outside of this 
agreement. The advertiser also accepts and agrees that this action would not 
reduce the value or cost of their membership. Any cost of changes required to the 
TV commercial throughout the advertiser’s agreement will be borne by the 
advertiser outside of this agreement. 

20. Each advertiser accepts that their ranking and position within KOS Media (Publishing) 
Ltd’s search engine will be equal to those within their category (Platinum, Gold, Silver, 
Bronze, etc) other than they will be ranked based on the search engine criteria of 
optimisation within their level (Platinum, Gold, Silver or Bronze). 

21. Any delivery claims made by the advertiser or discount vouchers published within 
the print or online media of KOS Media (Publishing) Ltd and any action as a result 
of the public or otherwise is the sole responsibility of the advertiser. Any claims 
resulting from this via KOS Media (Publishing) Ltd must be met by the advertiser. 

22. a. All credit accounts due for payment shall be notified to the Advertiser by the 30th 
day following the date of the invoice, time to be of the essence. All sums due to 
KOS Media (Publishing) Ltd or RBS Factoring shall be paid in full, and the Advertiser 
shall have no right of set off in any circumstances. 

b. In the event that payment is not received by KOS Media (Publishing) Ltd or RBS 
Factoring by the due date, the media owner shall be entitled to suspend all further 
advertising until payment is received and/or repudiate the contract and make any 
surcharges for breaking the contract. 

c. In the event that payment is not received by KOS Media (Publishing) Ltd by the 
due date, the media owner reserves the right to charge interest on all overdue 
balances calculated on a daily basis at the rate of two per cent above the minimum 
lending rate of National Westminster Bank Pic from time to time in force. 

d. Not withstanding anything in these terms and conditions or implied to the 
contrary, in the event of the Advertiser ceasing to use the services of KOS Media 
(Publishing) Ltd (for whatever reason), the whole amount of monies due from the 
Advertiser to the date of cessation shall fall due for immediate payment. 

e. The Advertiser will be liable for all costs incurred by KOS Media (Publishing) Ltd 
in the recovery of debts not paid by the due date. 

f. Payment may be made by cheque, credit transfer, direct debit, cash and any 
major credit card. 

23. Any discount which KOS Media (Publishing) Ltd may have agreed with the 
Advertiser shall be forfeited in the event of failure by the Advertiser to complete the 
contract or to meet the above credit terms. 

24. Advertising Agency commission will be allowed to those advertisers recognised by 
the Newspaper Society, but shall not exceed ten per cent and will be subject to the 
terms of that recognition. This commission will not be allowed if the Advertising 
Agency fails to meet the terms. 

25. All private advertisements and certain categories as laid down by KOS Media 
(Publishing) Ltd must be prepaid. 

26. The Advertiser agrees to indemnify KOS Media (Publishing) Ltd in respect of all 
costs, damages or other charges falling upon the media owners or any of the 
companies within the KOS Media Group as the result of legal action or threatened 
legal action or threatened legal arising from the publication of any advertisement 
or advertising promotion. 

27. An order for an advertisement shall amount to acceptance of these terms and 
conditions, and any condition placed on an order by an Advertiser shall be null and 
void in so far as it conflicts with them. 

28. Copyright in advertisements produced wholly or partially by the media owners 
belong to KOS Media (Publishing) Ltd. Advertisers may not reproduce such 
advertisements without the media owner’s written consent. 

All terms and conditions stated above are in place to protect the advertiser, the media 

owner and the communities they serve within the public domain as well as the 

beneficial rights of individuals and organisations. KOS Media will endeavour to always 

act reasonably in applying its terms and conditions. 

Effective from June 2008 

Apple Barn, Hythe Road, Smeeth, Ashford, KentTN25 6SR 
Tel 01303 817040 Fax 01303 817004 
Email: info@kosmedia.co.uk 
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Saint George’s 

Church of England School Humanities College 

Meadow Road, Gravesend, Kent DA11 7LS 
Tel: 01474 533082 Fax: 01474 561536 
HEADTEACHER: Mrs A Southgate BDAKC 

Church of England, Voluntary Aided, Humanities College 
11-18, Mixed, Comprehensive School 

Teaching Assistant (Behaviour) 

KS3 Pts 7-11 £14,099 - £15,984 
30 hours per week, 39 weeks per year 
(Pro-Rata pay £9,646 - £10,936) 

We are seeking an experienced Teaching Assistant to join our team. 
We are looking for someone who has: 

• The ability to work constructively with young people and 
to manage challenging behaviour 

• A patient, calm and positive approach 

• The ability to apply firm and consistent boundaries 



Saint George’s C of E School is committed to promoting equality of opportunity, 
celebrating diversity and to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children. 
All appointments are subject to List 99 and enhanced CRB checks. 
Contact us to request further details and an application form. 

Email dhariwalj@saintgeorgescofe.kent.sch.uk 
or visit our website www.saintgeorgescofe.kent.sch.uk 

Closing Date : 8 January 2010 


THE NEW SCHOOL AT 
WEST HEATH SEVENOAKS 

Ashgrove Road, Sevenoaks Kent TNI3 1SR 

“Rebuilding lives through education” 

Principal & Chief Executive: 

Mrs Christina Wells (BA Hons.) 

The New School at West Heath in Sevenoaks works towards helping stu¬ 
dents develop life skills and enjoy social activities. As a team we share a 
real desire to set a new, even higher standard of care in education and 
you can help us achieve this goal. The School has approval status from 
the Department for Children, Schools and Families and has an excellent 
rapport with both parents and the Local Authorities. The School is com¬ 
mitted to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and young 
people and expects all staff and volunteers to share this commitment. 

Cleaning Personnel 

We are looking to recruit a team of cleaners. Shift work to include 
occasional weekends. Previous experience essential. Salary exceeds 
minimum national wage. 

Teaching Assistants 

Supporting students individually and in groups. Previous experience and 
clean driving licence required. 

Contact Lynne McGrath for an application form and job description. 

Tel: 01732 460 553 

Closing date for applications: Wednesday 23rd December 2009 

The successful applicants will be subject to an enhanced CRB check. 
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East Kent Medical Services Ltd - a private facility at the William Harvey 
Hospital in Ashford, are looking to recruit the following : 

Staff Nurses Full/Part time Days/Nights 

We also have vacancies within our Flexi Bank 
To discuss these opportunities please contact 

Sister Debbie Burr or Sister Jean Cosgrove on 01233 616202 

For job description and application form please contact: 

Mandy Oliver 

East Kent Medical Services Ltd 

The Spencer Wing, QEQM Hospital, Ramsgate Road, Margate, Kent CT9 4BG 
Telephone: 01843 234556 Fax: 01843 296333 
E-mail: mandy.oliver@thespencerwing.com 
The Spencer Wing is an equal opportunity employer 
positions are subject to a Criminal Records Bureau Disclosure check 
East Kent Medical Services Ltd 

The Spencer Wing, William Harvey Hospital, Kennington Road, „ 

Willesborough, Ashford, Kent TN24 0LZ f ~\ 

Telephone: 01233 616201 Fax: 01233 616252 }} 

e-mail:enquiries@thespencerwing.com 
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MidKent College 

MidKent College based in the Medway Towns and Maidstone 
is seeking to appoint an outstanding individual in the following area: 

Further Education Sports Co-Ordinator Ref: PR029 

Salary: £20,368 - £26,255 pro rata 
15 hours per week (Medway and Maidstone Campus) 

We are looking for an individual with a proven track record in Sports Development and the Further Education sector, to 
play a key role in increasing participation towards the 5 hour offer in sport and physical activity for young people aged 
16-19yrs. This will entail the coordination and further development of the college's pathways and support, contributing 
to the development of the healthy college award and the cross-college activity programme, including outdoor pursuits 
and active leisure initiatives. As part of the Sports team, the ideal candidate will have excellent communication and 
leadership skills. Experience of working with young people and liaising with a wide range of organisations including 
schools within the three school sports partnerships, sports clubs and sports governing bodies is desirable. 

Closing date: Friday 15 January 2009 

MidKent College is working in partnership with RBLI Employment Solutions to support individuals who have a disability 
or health condition in the application, interview and employment with the college. If you would like any further 
information regarding RBLI, or require assistance with your application process then please contact RBLI on 0800 783 
1144 or visit their website www.rbli.co.uk for information, advice and guidance. 

The College is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and young people and expects all staff 
and volunteers to share this commitment. Any offer of employment is subject to a Criminal Records Bureau check in 
accordance with the College procedure. 

Application forms and further details are available from www.midkent.ac.uk. Alternatively, please e-mail 
job.applications@midkent.ac.uk. For individuals without access to e-mail or the internet please call the HR 
department on 01634 884402 (24 hour answer machine). In all communication with the College please quote 
the appropriate job title and reference number. 

MidKent College is an equal opportunities employer 
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SCIENCE TECHNICIAN REQUIRED 


Pent Valley Technology College: 11-18 mixed 1400 pupils 
Salary: Kent Scheme 3 (£14,099 - £15,984 pro rata per annum) 
Hours: 37 hours a week,Term-time plus 10 days 

The successful candidate will be joining a Science Department 
which is well resourced and has a strong team of Specialist 
Teachers.Your main responsibilities will include the preparation 
of practical lessons, record-keeping, ordering supplies, displaying 
class work, assisting the science teacher during lesson time, and 
where necessary, to help students with experiments.You will 
need to be suitably qualified and particularly able to support 
the teaching of physics including AS and A Level.You should be 
able to demonstrate a good basic knowledge and understanding 
of laboratory techniques and previous school experience 
would be an advantage. 

Offer of appointment is subject to a satisfactory Enhanced 
Criminal Records Bureau Disclosure.This school is committed 
to recruiting with care and safeguarding and promoting the 
welfare of children and young people and expects all staff and 
volunteers to share this commitment. 

For more information and an application form please contact: 
Miss S Spratley, Pent Valley Technology College, Surrenden 
Road, Folkestone, 

Kent. CTI9 4ED. 

Email: samantha.spratley@pent-valley.kent.sch.uk 
Tel: 01303 277161 ext 2218 Fax: 01303 279342 
Closing Date: Monday 4th January 2010 
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Public Notices 


ADVERTISING © 01892 616103 


GOLFKEEPTRADING LIMITED 
Company Number 02891375 

Notice is hereby given, pursuant to 
Section 98 of the Insolvency Act 1986 
that a meeting of the creditors of the 
above-named Company will be held at 
Sherlock House, 73 Baker Street, 
London W1U 6RD, on 22 December 
2009, at 12.30 pm for the purposes 
mentioned in Sections 99, 100 and 
101 of the said Act. Creditors wishing 
to vote at the Meeting must lodge their 
proxy, together with a full statement of 
account at the registered office - 
Sherlock House, 73 Baker Street, 
London W1U 6RD not later than 12.00 
noon on the day prior to the meeting. 
For the purposes of voting, a secured 
Creditor is required (unless he surren¬ 
ders his security) to lodge at the above 
address, before the Meeting, a state¬ 
ment giving particulars of his security, 
the date when it was given and the 
value at which it is assessed. A list of 
the names and addresses of the 
Company's creditors may be inspect¬ 
ed, free of charge, at Tenon Recovery 
at the above address between 10.00 
am and 4.00 pm on the two business 
days preceding the date of the meeting 
stated above. The resolutions at the 
creditors' meeting may include a reso¬ 
lution specifying the terms on which 
the liquidator is to be remunerated. 
The meeting may receive information 
about, or be asked to approve, the 
costs of preparing the statement of 
affairs and convening the meeting. 
Dated 11 December 2009 
By Order of the Board 
Timothy John Angus, Director 


WORLDTARE EXPORT LIMITED 
Company Number 02982329 

Notice is hereby given, pursuant to 
Section 98 of the Insolvency Act 1986 
that a meeting of the creditors of the 
above-named Company will be held 
at Sherlock House, 73 Baker Street, 
London W1U 6RD, on 22 December 
2009, at 11.30 am for the purposes 
mentioned in Sections 99, 100 and 
101 of the said Act. Creditors wishing 
to vote at the Meeting must lodge 
their proxy, together with a full state¬ 
ment of account at the registered 
office, Sherlock House, 73 Baker 
Street, London W1U 6RD not later 
than 12.00 noon on the day prior to 
the meeting. For the purposes of vot¬ 
ing, a secured Creditor is required 
(unless he surrenders his security) to 
lodge at the above address, before the 
Meeting, a statement giving particu¬ 
lars of nis security, the date when it 
was given and the value at which it is 
assessed. A list of the names and 
addresses of the Company's creditors 
may be inspected, free of charge, at 
Tenon Recovery, at the above address, 
between 10.00 am and 4.00 pm on 
the two business days preceding the 
date of the meeting stated above. 
The resolutions at the creditors' meet¬ 
ing may include a resolution specify¬ 
ing the terms on which the liquidator 
is to be remunerated. The meeting 
may receive information about, or be 
asked to approve, the costs of prepar¬ 
ing the statement of affairs and con¬ 
vening the meeting. 

By Order of the Board 
Timothy John Angus, Director 
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DEPARTMENT FOR TRANSPORT 
HIGHWAYS ACT 1980 

1. THE A21 TRUNK ROAD (TONBRIDGE TO PEMBURY DUALLING) ORDER 20.. 

2. THE A21 TRUNK ROAD (TONBRIDGE TO PEMBURY DUALLING) (DETRUNKING) ORDER 20.. 

3. THE A21 TRUNK ROAD (TONBRIDGE TO PEMBURY DUALLING SIDE ROADS) ORDER 20.. 

4. THE A21 TRUNK ROAD (TONBRIDGE BYPASS TO PEMBURY BYPASS DUALLING) ORDER 
1996 (REVOCATION) ORDER 20... 

5. THE A21 TRUNK ROAD (TONBRIDGE BYPASS TO PEMBURY BYPASS DUALLING SIDE 

ROADS) ORDER 1996 (REVOCATION) ORDER 20... 

6. THE A21 TRUNK ROAD (TONBRIDGE BYPASS TO PEMBURY BYPASS DUALLING SLIP 
ROADS) ORDER 1996 (REVOCATION) ORDER 20... 

7. THE A21 TRUNK ROAD (TONBRIDGE BYPASS TO PEMBURY BYPASS DUALLING) 
(DETRUNKING) ORDER 1996 (REVOCATION) ORDER 20... 

The SECRETARY OF STATE FOR TRANSPORT is considering implementation of a project for 
widening the A21 between Tonbridge and Pembury south of Tonbridge in the County of Kent. 

Fie gives notice that to enable him to determine whether to implement the project he has published 
an Environmental Statement as required by Part VA of the Highways Act 1980, and proposes to make 
the following Orders: 

1. An Order under sections 10 and 41 of the Highways Act 1980 which will provide that roads which 
he proposes to construct (the “new main road and slip roads”) along the following routes shall 
become trunk roads from the date when the Order comes into force: 

a) a route to connect the A21 Tonbridge Bypass south of Tonbridge with the A21 Pembury Road 
west of Pembury. 

b) four routes from the A21 Pembury Road to and from the southbound and northbound 
carriageways of the trunk road which the Secretary of State proposes to construct at 
Fairthorne. 

c) four routes from the A21 Pembury Road including two roundabouts to and from the 
southbound and northbound carriageways of the trunk road which the Secretary of State 
proposes to construct at the Longfield Road / Tonbridge Road junction at Pembury 

2. An Order under sections 10 and 12 of the Highways Act 1980 which will provide that the length 
of the A21 Trunk Road to be superseded by the new trunk road shall cease to be a trunk road 
and that the lengths remaining shall be classified as a classified road from the date on which the 
Secretary of State notifies the Kent County Council that the new trunk road is open for traffic 

3. An Order under sections 12,14 and 125 of the Highways Act 1980, in relation to the A21 Trunk 
Road as proposed to be improved by him and the slip roads to be constructed by him at 
Tonbridge, Fairthorne and Pembury in the County of Kent, which will: 

(1) authorise him to : 

a) improve highways, 

b) stop-up highways, 

c) construct new highways, 

d) stop up private means of access to premises, and 

e) provide new means of access to premises 

All between Tonbridge and Pembury in the vicinity of the A21 Trunk Road and the slip roads; and 

(2) Provide for the transfer of each new highway to the Kent County Council as highway authority 
as from the date on which he notifies them that it has been completed and is open for traffic. 

4. Four Orders, numbered 4, 5, 6 and 7 above, under sections 10,12,14, 41,125 and 326 of the 
Highways Act 1980 which, if made, would revoke: 

• The A21 Trunk Road (Tonbridge Bypass to Pembury Bypass Dualling) Order 1996. 

• The A21 Trunk Road (Tonbridge Bypass to Pembury Bypass Dualling Side Roads) Order 1996. 

• The A21 Trunk Road (Tonbridge Bypass to Pembury Bypass Dualling Slip Roads) Order 1996. 

• The A21 Trunk Road (Tonbridge Bypass to Pembury Bypass Dualling) (Detrunking) Order 1996. 

Copies of each draft Order and the plans referred to in them, and of the Environmental Statement 
may be inspected free of charge at all reasonable hours from 11 December 2009 until 5 March 2010 
at the Highways Agency, Major Projects (South), Federated House, London Road, Dorking, Surrey, 
RH4 1SZ; Tonbridge Library, Avebury Avenue, Tonbridge, Kent, TN9 1TG; Pembury Library, The Hop 
House, Hemwood Green Road, Pembury, TN2 4HS; Tunbridge Wells Library, Mount Pleasant Road, 
Tunbridge Wells, Kent, TNI 1 NS; Tunbridge Wells Borough Council, Town Hall, Royal Tunbridge Wells, 
Kent, TNI IRS; Tonbridge & Mailing Borough Council Gateway, Tonbridge Castle, Castle Street, 
Tonbridge, TN9 1BG and Kent County Council Reception, Invicta House, County Road, Maidstone, 
Kent, MEM 1XX. 

Copies of the Orders and the Environmental Statement may be bought from the Highways Agency at 
the address given below priced £185 or £5 on a CD. A copy of the Environmental Statement is also 
available on-line at www.highways.gov.uk until 5 March 2010. 

ANY PERSON MAY OBJECT to the making of any of these Orders or comment on the Environmental 
Statement not later than 5 March 2010 by notice to the Secretary of State for Transport at the offices 
of the Highways Agency, Major Projects (South), Room 2A, Federated House, London Road, Dorking, 
Surrey, RH14 1SZ, quoting reference HA 065/023/58. Any objection to an Order must give the 
grounds on which it is made. In the preparation of an objection and the statement of grounds of 
objection, it should be borne in mind that the substance of it may be communicated to other people 
who may be affected. 

Before deciding whether to proceed with the project the Secretary of State will consider any 
comments made about the Environmental Statement and the Secretary of State for Transport and the 
Secretary of State for communities and Local Government will consider jointly any objections to the 
draft orders. 

Further information on the project and this notice may be obtained from Mr Graham Link (01306 878122 : 
graham.link@highways.gsi.gov.uk) or from 

PAUL ARNOLD 

Senior Project Manager 


WORLDTARE PROPERTIES LIMITED 
Company Number 02982850 

Notice is hereby given, pursuant to 
Section 98 of the Insolvency Act 1986 
that a meeting of the creditors of the 
above-named Company will be held 
at Sherlock House, 73 Baker Street, 
London W1U 6RD, on 22 December 
2009, at 1.30 pm for the purposes 
mentioned in Sections 99, 100 and 
101 of the said Act. Creditors wishing 
to vote at the Meeting must lodge 
their proxy, together with a full state¬ 
ment of account at the registered 
office, Sherlock House, 73 Baker 
Street, London W1U 6RD not later 
than 12.00 noon on the day prior to 
the meeting. For the purposes of vot¬ 
ing, a secured Creditor is required 
(unless he surrenders his security) to 
lodge at the above address, before the 
Meeting, a statement giving particu¬ 
lars of nis security, the date when it 
was given and the value at which it is 
assessed. A list of the names and 
addresses of the Company's creditors 
may be inspected, free of charge, at 
Tenon Recovery at the above address, 
between 10.00 am and 4.00 pm on 
the two business days preceding the 
date of the meeting stated above. The 
resolutions at the creditors' meeting 
may include a resolution specifying 
the terms on which the liquidator is to 
be remunerated. The meeting may 
receive information about, or be 
asked to approve, the costs of prepar¬ 
ing the statement of affairs and con¬ 
vening the meeting. 

By Order of the Board 
Timothy John Angus, Director 


NOTICE OF PUBLIC PATH ORDER 
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990, SECTION 257 
AND PARAGRAPH 1 OF SCHEDULE 14 
TUNBRIDGE WELLS BOROUGH COUNCIL 

THE TUNBRIDGE WELLS BOROUGH COUNCIL (PUBLIC FOOTPATHS WBX17 MOUNT PLEASANT ROAD TO 
CLANRICARDE ROAD AND WBX18 CHURCH ROAD TO WBX17) (NO 1) PUBLIC PATH STOPPING UP ORDER 2009 


The above order was made on 17th December 2009. The effect of the order will be to stop up the public footpaths running from 
Mount Pleasant Road to Clanricarde Road (WBX17) and from Church Road to path WBX17 (WBX18) as shown on the order map. 

A copy of the order and order map may be seen free of charge at Tunbridge Wells Gateway, 8 Grosvenor Road, Royal Tunbridge 
Wells, Kent, TNI 2AB between the hours of 9am and 5pm Monday to Friday (except Thursday 9am to 6.30pm) or 10am and 
4pm on Saturday. Copies of the order and map may be obtained there free of charge. 

Any representation about or objection to the order may be sent or delivered in writing addressed to the Head of Planning 
Services, Tunbridge Wells Borough Council, Royal Tunbridge Wells, Kent, TNI 1 RS not later than 25th January 2010. Please 
state grounds on which it is made. 


If no such representations or objections are duly made, or if any so made are withdrawn, Tunbridge Wells Borough Council may 
itself confirm the order as an unopposed order. If the order is sent to the Secretary of State for the Environment, Food and 
Regional Affairs for confirmation any representations or objections which have not been withdrawn will be sent with the order. 


Paul Cummins, Legal Services Manager, 
Tunbridge Wells Borough Council, 

Town Hall, Royal Tunbridge Wells, Kent, TNI IRS. 

Dated : 19th December 2009 



TONBRIDGE & MALLING BOROUGH COUNCIL 

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACTS - NOTICES OF 
APPLICATIONS 

The following applications have been submitted to the Council and are being 
advertised for the reason(s) given in each case. 

TM/09/02807/FL - Aldon Farmhouse Aldon Lane Offham West Mailing Kent ME19 
5PH - Dr Gordon Pringle is applying to replace pitched roof to garage. Reason: 

HH LB CA 

TM/09/02977/FL - Kiln Barn Farm Kiln Barn Road Ditton Avlesford Kent ME20 
6AH - Gallagher Properties Ltd are applying for construction of new four bedroom 
house with lower ground garage/cellar Amendment to design of replacement 
dwelling approved under Planning Permission TM03/03610/FL. Reason: GP1 

TM/09/02941/FL - St Marys Lodge Comp Lane Platt Sevenoaks Kent TN15 8NR - 
Mr Graham Darby is applying for construction of canopy porch to entrance. 

Reason: CA HH 

TM/09/02937/OA - Land Rear Of 56 Town Hill West Mailing Kent - Middlefields 
Limited are applying for Outline Application for erection of two detached houses 
and garages. Reason: CA 

TM/09/02551/FL - Bartons Farm Yopps Green Plaxtol Sevenoaks KentTN15 OPY - 
Mr Benjamin Holder is applying for retrospective planning permission requested for 
the erection of 2m high close board fence parallel to the current eastern boundary of 
Bartons Farm where it borders Bartons Oast. Reason: CA LB HH 


Reasons for the case being publicised: 

LB Application relates to/affects a Listed Building or its setting 

CA Application is within/affects a Conservation Area 

GPI Application is of general Public Interest 

HH Householder application - As this is a householder application, in the 

event of an appeal against a refusal of planning permission, which is to 
be dealt with on the basis of representations in writing, any 
representations made about this application will be sent to the Secretary 
of State, and there will be no further opportunity to comment at appeal 
stage. 

These applications are displayed on our website www.tmbc.gov.uk - click on the 
button “Online Planning” (then View Existing Applications and select Public 
Access). You can submit your comments by emailing to 

planning.applications@tmbc.gov.uk (please quote the application number by the 
date set out below). Please note that we will publish a copy of any representations 
received on the Council’s website, including your name and address. 


Copies of applications listed may be seen during office hours (8.30 am and 5.00 pm 
Monday to Friday). Any applications within Hadlow, Hildenborough and Tonbridge 
are available at Tonbridge Castle, Tonbridge. Other applications are available at the 
office of the Director of Planning, Transport & Leisure, Gibson Building, Gibson 
Drive, Kings Hill, West Mailing, Kent, ME19 4LZ. Any representations should be 
made in writing quoting the application number by 10 January 2010. 


David Hughes 
Chief Executive 


20 December 2009 
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Town and Country Planning Acts 

The Council is required to give notice of the following applications 
09/03751/HOUSE The Granary Hale Farm, Capel 
- Internal alterations with new window and soil vent pipe externally (LB) 


09/03752/LBC The Granary Hale Farm, Capel 

- Listed Building Consent: Internal alterations with new window and soil vent pipe externally (LB) 
09/03645/FUL Turnden Hartley Road, Cranbrook And Sissinghurst 

- Change of use from agriculture to use for equestrian activities and the provision of a staff 
office, toilet and kitchen block, quadrangle stable block, American barn, hay barn, sand 
school, associated parking and landscaping (LB) 

09/03821/LBC 4 The Hill Cranbrook, Cranbrook And Sissinghurst 

- Listed Building Consent: take up existing lounge and kitchen floor, re-lay (existing or like-for- 
like) onto new damp-proof membranes (LB) 

09/03541/HOUSE Lidwells House North Road, Goudhurst 

- Erection of detached garage (LB) 

09/03844/HOUSE Mount House Ranters Lane, Goudhurst 

- Demolition of single-storey lean-to structure. Erection of a single-storey rear extension and 
alterations to outbuilding (LB) 

09/03846/LBC Mount House Ranters Lane, Goudhurst 

- Listed Building Consent - Demolition of single-storey lean-to structure; erection of a single¬ 
storey rear extension and alterations to outbuilding (LB) 

09/03800/CAC Holly Shaw Queens Road, Hawkhurst 

- Conservation Area Consent - Demolition of existing bungalow and garage (CA) 
09/03826/HOUSE Park Lodge Brick Kiln Lane, Horsmonden 

- Proposed dormer window and alterations to allow the installation of an en-suite (LB) 
09/03827/LBC Park Lodge Brick Kiln Lane, Horsmonden 

- Listed Building Consent - Proposed dormer window and alterations to allow the installation 
of an en-suite (LB) 

09/03866/FUL 7 Nevill Street Royal Tunbridge Wells, Pantiles & St Marks 

- Change of use of building to hotel use (Class Cl) ancillary to The Brew House Hotel, 
creation of dormer window on side roof slope, insertion of louvres in front and rear roof 
slopes, and erection of canopy over rear door (CA) (LB) 

09/03815/FUL Tops Pizza 29 Camden Road, Park 

-Variation of condition 1 of TW/01/01694/FUL- Extension of opening hours to 09:00am - 
01:00am Sunday to Thursday and 09:00am - 02:00am Friday and Saturday (CA) 
09/03780/FUL 37 Hastings Road Pembury, Pembury 

- Internal refurbishment and re-arrangement of the existing Bed & Breakfast facility to 
accomodate 11 bedrooms (CA) 

09/03822/LBC Priest House Sissinghurst Castle, Sissinghurst C/O Cranbrook Parish 

- Listed Building Consent: Internal alterations to include rearrangement of bathrooms, kitchen 
and full rewire, heating and hot water systems (LB) 

09/03869/HOUSE The Drift Groombridge Road, Speldhurst 

- Two storey front extension (work commmenced) (CA) 

(DEVPLN) Departure from the Development Plan (PROW) Affecting A Public Right of 
Way (CA) Affecting a Conservation Area (LB) Affecting a Listed Building (MAJOR) 

Major Applications (MAST) Mast Applications (EIA) Applications Accompanied by an EIA 
Statement. 


You may view these applications on our website (www.tunbridgewells.gov.uk), at the The Old 
Fire Station, Stone Street, Cranbrook or at Gateway, 8 Grosvenor Road, Tunbridge Wells. We 
accept comments online, by email to planningcomments@tunbridgewells.gov.uk or in writing 
to the address below. Comments should be made within 21 days from the date of this notice, 
although we may accept them after this date. 


You should quote the reference and be aware that we make all comments available for 
inspection, placing them on the file and publishing them on the internet. We do not publish 
signatures, telephone numbers or email addresses on the internet. 

Jim Kehoe \ 

Head of Planning Services 
Town Hall Royal Tunbridge Wells TNI IRS 
Dated: 19 December 2009 


We 
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Highways - District of Ashford 


A20 hythe road 

(30 MPH SPEED LIMIT) TEMPORARY ORDER 2010 
THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 AS AMENDED 
BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC (TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) 

ACT 1991 

Notice is hereby given that owing to the likelihood of 
danger to the public and workforce whilst works are 
carried out, the Kent County Council intends to make an 
Order prohibiting traffic travelling at any speed in excess 
of 3omph, on the A20 Hythe Road, between the junctions 
with The Street/Tesco and Church Lane, Aldington. 

The Order will be in force whilst road works are in 
progress and the appropriate signs are displayed on site. 
The Order comes into effect on or after 4 January 2010 
and will remain in force for up to 18 months or until the 
works are complete. 

TORRINGTON ROAD, ASHFORD 
(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING)TEMPORARY ORDER 2010 
THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 AS AMENDED 
BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC (TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) 

ACT 1991 

Notice is hereby given that because of gas mains 
replacement, the Kent County Council intends to make an 
Order prohibiting traffic on Torrington Road, Ashford, as 
shown in the schedule below, on or after 4 January 2010. 
This is for an estimated period of 10 weeks or until the 
works are complete. 

Extent: between the junctions with Riversdale Road 

and Providence Street 
Dates: 4 January 2010 for up to 3 weeks 

Diversion: Riversdale Road, Whitfeld Road, Beaver Road 
and Torrington Road 

Extent: between the junctions with Providence Street 

and Upper and Lower Denmark Road 
Dates: 25 January 2010 for up to 3 weeks 

Diversion: Torrington Road, Riversdale Road, Whitfeld 
Road, Beaver Road and Torrington Road 


Extent: between the junctions with Upper and 

Lower Denmark Road and Beaver Road 
Dates: 15 February 2010 for up to 3 weeks 

Diversion: Whitfeld Road, Riversdale Road and 
Torrington Road 

BYBROOK ROAD, ASHFORD 

(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2010 
THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 AS AMENDED 
BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC (TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) 

ACT 1991 

Notice is hereby given that because of the installation of a 
new zebra crossing and carriageway resurfacing, the Kent 
County Council intends to make an Order prohibiting traffic 
on Bybrook Road, Ashford, between and including the 
junctions of Grasmere Road and Belmont Road, on or after 
4 January 2010. This is for an estimated period of up to 
3 nights or until the works are complete, with works 
planned to be carried between the hours of 9.00 pm 
and 6.00 am. 

The alternative route for through traffic will be via 
Rylands Road and Grasmere Road (from the eastern end). 
Belmont Road can only be accessed from the Rylands 
Road junction. 


Highways - District of Canterbury 


SEA VIEW ROAD, HERNE BAY 

(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2010 
THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 AS AMENDED 
BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC (TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) 

ACT 1991 

Notice is hereby given that because of the installation of a 
new wastewater pipeline, the Kent County Council intends 
to make an Order prohibiting through traffic on Sea View 
Road, Herne Bay, as shown in the attached Schedule, on 
or after 4 January 2010. This is for an estimated period of 
up to 13 weeks or until the works are complete. 

The alternative route for through traffic will be as shown in 

the Schedule below 

Road Name: Sea View Road 

Extent: between the junctions with Beacon Hill and 

Beltinge Road 

Dates: 4 January 2010 for up to 7 weeks 

Diversion: Beacon Avenue and Beltinge Road 

The following roads will each be closed at their junction 

with Sea View Road for approximately 2 weeks 

Beacon Hill from 4 January 2010 

Alma Road from 18 January 2010 

Salisbury Road from 1 February 2010 

When the junction is closed, each of these roads can be 

accessed from its junction with Beacon Hill 


Highways - Borough of Gravesham 


SPRINGHEAD ROAD, NORTHFLEET 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTION TRAFFIC ORDER) 
TEMPORARY ORDER 2010 THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
REGULATION ACT 1984 AS AMENDED BY ROAD 
TRAFFIC (TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 
Notice is hereby given that owing to the likelihood of 
danger to the public whilst works are carried out on or 
near the highway the Kent County Council intends to 
make an Order prohibiting the use by through traffic 
on Springhead Road, Northfleet from London Road to 
Thames Way. 

The Order will become effective on 4th January 2010, 
will be in operation and remain valid for a maximum 
period of 18 months; the works are planned to last 
10 weeks. These restrictions will be effective when the 
appropriate signage is in place. 

The alternative route for the route described above will 
be via: B2175 London Road and A226 Thames Way. 

The purpose of the closure is to facilitate 12” gas 
main replacement. 

HIGHVIEW, MEOPHAM/VIGO 

(TEMPORARY PROHIBITION OF TRAFFIC) TEMPORARY 
ORDER 2009 THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 
1984 AS AMENDED BY ROAD TRAFFIC (TEMPORARY 
RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

Notice is hereby given that owing to the likelihood of 
danger to the public whilst works are carried out on or 
near the highway the Kent County Council has made an 
Order prohibiting the use by vehicular traffic on 
Highview, Meopham/Vigo fronting 250 to 260. 

The Order will become effective on 21st December 2009, 
will be in operation and remain valid for a maximum 
period of 18 months; the works are planned to last 2 days. 
These restrictions will be effective when the appropriate 
signage is in place. 

The alternative route for the route described above will 
be via: Highview, Erskine Road, Highview. 

The purpose of the closure is to facilitate carriageway 
repairs to be safely undertaken. 


Highways - Borough of Maidstone 


STATION ROAD, MAIDSTONE 

(ONE WAY) ORDER 2009 (CYCLE LANE) ORDER 2009 

ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

NOTICE is hereby given that Kent County Council in 
exercise of its powers has made an Order under Sections 
1 and 2 of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984; the effect 
of which has installed a contra flow cycle lane on a small 
section of Station Road, Maidstone. 

A Copy of the Order which shall come into operation on 
Monday 28th December 2009, an explanatory statement 
and a map can be inspected during normal working 
hours at the Kent County Council Offices, Invicta House, 
Maidstone, Kent ME14 1XX and at Maidstone Borough 
Council Offices, Civic Centre 
Anyone may, by application to the High Court within 
6 weeks of the date of publication of this Notice, challenge 
the validity of the Orders or of any provision contained 
in them on the grounds that it is not within the powers 
conferred by the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984, or of 
any instrument made there under, or that there has been 
a failure to comply with any statutory requirement in 
relation to the Order. 


Highways - District of Sevenoaks 


HORTON ROAD, SOUTH DARENTH 
(TEMPORARY PROHIBITION OF TRAFFIC) TEMPORARY 
ORDER 2010 THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 
1984 AS AMENDED BY ROAD TRAFFIC (TEMPORARY 
RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

Notice is hereby given that owing to the likelihood of 
danger to the public whilst works are carried out on or 
near the highway the Kent County Council intends to 
make an Order prohibiting the use by vehicular traffic 
on Horton Road, South Darenth for approx 65 meters 
from the junction of New Road. 

The Order will become effective on 4th January 2010, 
will be in operation and remain valid for a maximum 
period of 18 months; the works are planned to last 
11 months. These restrictions will be effective when 
the appropriate signage is in place. 


Highways - District of Shepway 


CANTERBURY ROAD, SELSTED 
(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2009 
THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 AS AMENDED 
BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC (TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) 

ACT 1991 

Notice is hereby given that because Carriageway Surfacing 
works are proposed to be carried out, the Kent County 
Council intends to make an Order prohibiting traffic on 
Canterbury Road, Selsted from Selsted bends between 
Little Hatch and Woodland Cottages on or after 06 January 
2010 for an estimated period of five nights or until such 
works are complete. 

The alternative route for through traffic will be via A20, A2. 
This order will come into force on Wednesday 6 January 
2010, will be in operation when the appropriate signs 
are erected, and will remain valid for a maximum period 
of eighteen months. The order will allow the above 
mentioned restrictions to be implemented as and when 
required for works of a similar nature at any time for the 
duration of the order. 


Highways - District of Thanet 


A28 CANTERBURY ROAD, BIRCHINGTON 
(PROHIBITION OF WAITING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2010 
THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 AS AMENDED 
BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC (TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) 

ACT 1991 

Notice is hereby given that because of works near the 
road and the likelihood of danger to the public due to 
inappropriate parking, the Kent County Council intends to 
make an Order prohibiting Waiting at any time on the A28 
Canterbury Road, Birchington, outside The King Ethelbert 
School. This is on the westbound carriageway, from the 
point where Public Footpath TM26 meets the junction of 
the A28 for a distance of approximately 110 metres in an 
eastbound direction and approximately 20 metres in a 
westbound direction. 

The Order is due to come into force on or after 4 January 
2010 for a period of up to one year, or until the works 
are complete. 


Highways - Borough of Tonbridge & Mailing) 


CHURCH ROAD, OFFHAM 

(PROHIBITION OF TRAFFIC) TEMPORARY ORDER 2010 
THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 AS AMENDED 
BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC (TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) 

ACT 1991 

NOTICE is hereby given that because works are proposed 
to be carried out on or near a road the Kent County Council 
intends to make an Order prohibiting the use by through 
traffic on Church Road, Offham on or after Monday 4th 
January 2010 for a period of up to 20 days or until such 
works are completed. Access will be available up to the 
railway bridge from Teston Road. 

The alternative route for the restriction described 
above is via A20 London Road, B2016 Seven Mile Lane, 
Teston Road and vice versa. 

South East Water Ltd, Southern Gas Networks and Reach 
Active apologise for any inconvenience caused by these 
essential works, which are necessary to provide new 
services, gas mains renewal scheme and fibre optic route 
protection. Should you require any further information 
regarding these works, the contacts are: South East Water 

- Amelia Fauklin on 01634 873084, Southern Gas Networks 

- Tony McPhilbin on 01233 714082 and Reach Active 
-Shaun Ewing on 0207 236 7870. 

STATION ROAD, DITTON 

(PROHIBITION OF TRAFFIC) TEMPORARY ORDER 2010 
THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 AS AMENDED 
BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC (TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) 

ACT 1991 

NOTICE is hereby given that because works are proposed 
to be carried out on or near a road the Kent County 
Council intends to make an Order prohibiting the use by 
through traffic on Station Road, Ditton on or after Tuesday 
5th January 2010 for a period of up to 3 nights between 
i9:oohrs and o6:oohrs or until such works are completed. 
The alternative route for the restriction described above 
is via A20 London Road, Hall Road, Station Road and 
vice versa. 

Kent Highway Services apologise for any inconvenience 
caused by these works, which are necessary for essential 
carriageway resurfacing works. Should you require any 
further information the Kent Highway Services contact 
is Robert Seggie on 08458 247 800. 


KENT STREET, MEREWORTH 

(PROHIBITION OF TRAFFIC) TEMPORARY ORDER 2010 
THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 AS AMENDED 
BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC (TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) 

ACT 1991 

NOTICE is hereby given that because works are proposed 
to be carried out on or near a road, the Kent County 
Council intends to make an Order prohibiting the use 
by through traffic on Kent Street, Mereworth from the 
junction of A228 Mailing Road for approximately 100m 
on or after Thursday 7th January 2010 for up to 3 days 
or until such works are completed. 

The alternative route for the restriction described above 
is for westbound traffic via A228 Mailing Road, The Street, 
Butcher’s Lane, Kent Street and for eastbound traffic 
vice versa. 

South East Water apologise for any inconvenience 
caused by these works, which are necessary to carry 
out permanent reinstatement to the carriageway. 

Should you require any further information about these 
works, the contact is Nicola Stone of Clancy Docwra 
on 01634 873290. 

NORMAN ROAD, WEST MALLING 
(PROHIBITION OF TRAFFIC) TEMPORARY ORDER 2010 
THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 AS AMENDED 
BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC (TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) 

ACT 1991 

NOTICE is hereby given that because works are proposed 
to be carried out on or near a road the Kent County Council 
intends to make an Order prohibiting the use by through 
traffic on Norman Road, West Mailing on or after Monday 
4th January 2010 for a period of up to 5 days or until such 
works are completed. 

The alternative route for the restriction described above 
is for eastbound traffic via Sandy Lane, A20 London Road, 
Town Hill, King Street, High Street, West Street and for 
westbound traffic vice versa. 

McNicholas Construction services Ltd apologise for 
any inconvenience caused by these works, which are 
necessary to provide a new duct for BT. Should you 
require any further information the contact is 
Kenton Stewart on 01795 437805. 


Highways - Borough of Tunbridge Wells 


CRYALS ROAD, BRENCHLEY 

(PROHIBITION OF TRAFFIC) TEMPORARY ORDER 2010 
THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 AS AMENDED 
BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC (TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) 

ACT 1991 

NOTICE is hereby given that because works are proposed 
to be carried out on or near a road the Kent County Council 
intends to make an Order prohibiting the use by through 
traffic on Cryals Road, Brenchley on or after Monday 4th 
January 2010 for a period of up to 5 days or until such 
works are completed. 

The alternative route for the restriction described above 
is for westbound traffic via Tibbs Court Lane, Petteridge 
Lane, Cryals Road and for eastbound traffic vice versa. 

EDF Energy apologise for any inconvenience caused by 
these works, which are necessary to install a new electrical 
supply. Should you require any further information the 
contact is Steve Bicknel of Murphy Ltd on 07920 150789. 

SANDHURST ROAD, TUNBRIDGE WELLS 
(PROHIBITION OF TRAFFIC) TEMPORARY ORDER 2010 
THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 AS AMENDED 
BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC (TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) 

ACT 1991 

NOTICE is hereby given that because works are proposed 
to be carried out on or near a road the Kent County Council 
intends to make an Order prohibiting the use by through 
traffic on Sandhurst Road between Upper Grosvenor Road 
and Oak Road on or after Monday 4th January 2010 for a 
period of up to 6 weeks or until such works are completed. 
The alternative route for the restriction described above 
is via Upper Grosvenor Road, Meadow Road, Goods 
Station Road, Grosvenor Road, A26 Mount Ephraim, 

A26 London Road, A264 Church Road, Crescent Road, 
Calverley Road, Prospect Road, Pembury Road, 

Sandhurst Road and vice versa. 

Peter Brett Associates LLP apologise for any inconvenience 
caused by these essential works, which are necessary 
to reconstruct the carriageway, resurfacing and provide 
a new footway. Should you require any further information 
about these works, the contact is James Wallis on 
01732 229600. 


Road Name: 
Extent: 

Dates: 

Diversion: 


Sea View Road 

between the junctions with Beltinge Road 
and Reculver Road 
8 February 2010 for up to 8 weeks 
Southbound traffic via Beltinge Road 
and Cliff Avenue 

Northbound via Reculver Road. Grange Road, 
Landon Road and Beltinge Road 


The alternative route for the route described above will 
be via: Station Road Horton Kirby, Main Road Sutton at 
Hone, Cedar Drive Sutton at Hone, Devon Road Sutton 
at Hone and Holmesdale Road South Darenth. 

The purpose of the closure is to facilitate demolition 
followed by reconstruction. 


For further information, please contact 
Kent Highway Services, on 08458 247 800 
(local rate) or visit www.kent.gov.uk/highways 



f The smart way to find your next job 

| JobsforKent.co.uk 
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THE A21 TRUNK ROAD (TONBRIDGE TO PEMBURY DUALLING) 

COMPULSORY PURCHASE ORDER 

COMPULSORY PURCHASE OF LAND AND RIGHTS BETWEEN 
TONBRIDGE AND PEMBURY IN KENT 

Notice is hereby given that the Secretary of State for Transport has prepared in draft the A21 Trunk 
Road (Tonbridge to Pembury Dualling) Compulsory Purchase Order (No ) 20 under sections 239, 
240, 246 and 260 of the Highways Act 1980. He is about to make this Order, and if made, the Order 
will authorise the Secretary of State for Transport to purchase compulsorily the land and the new 
rights described below for the purpose of 

a) the construction of the new trunk roads between Tonbridge and Pembury in the Parishes of 
Southborough in the Borough of Tonbridge and Mailing and Capel, Pembury and 
Southborough in the Borough of Tunbridge Wells, all in the County of Kent in pursuance of the 
A21 Trunk Road (Tonbridge to Pembury Dualling) Order 20..; 

b) the construction and improvement of highways and the provision of new means of access to 
premises in those Parishes and Boroughs in pursuance of the A21 Trunk Road (Tonbridge to 
Pembury Dualling Side Roads) Order 20..; 

c) the improvement of the Trunk Road in those parishes and boroughs; 

d) the diversion of watercourses and the execution of other works on watercourses in 
connection with the construction of the new trunk roads, the construction and improvement 
of other highways and the execution of other works mentioned above; 

e) use by the Secretary of State for Transport in connection with such construction and 
improvement of highways and the execution of other works mentioned above; and 

f) the mitigation of any adverse effects which the existence or use of the highways proposed to 
be constructed or improved will have on their surroundings. 

Copies of the draft Order and of the map referred to therein, together with copies of the A21 Trunk 
Road (Tonbridge to Pembury Dualling) Order 20.. and the A21 Trunk Road (Tonbridge to Pembury 
Side Roads) Order 20.. have been deposited and may be seen at all reasonable hours from 11 
December 2009 until 5 March 2010 at the Highways Agency, Major Projects (South), Federated 
House, London Road, Dorking, Surrey, RH4 1SZ; Tonbridge Library, Avebury Avenue, Tonbridge, 
Kent, TN9 1TG; Pembury Library, The Hop House, Hemwood Green Road, Pembury, TN2 4HS; 
Tunbridge Wells Library, Mount Pleasant Road, Tunbridge Wells, Kent, TNI INS; Tunbridge Wells 
Borough Council, Town Hall, Royal Tunbridge Wells, Kent, TNI IRS; Tonbridge & Mailing Borough 
Council Gateway, Tonbridge Castle, Castle Street, Tonbridge, TN9 1BG and Kent County Council 
Reception, Invicta House, County Road, Maidstone, Kent, MEM 1XX. 

Any objection to the draft compulsory purchase order must be made in writing and addressed to the 
Secretary of State at the offices of the Highways Agency, Major Projects (South), Room 2A, 

Federated House, London Road, Dorking, Surrey, RH4 1SZ to arrive before 5 March 2010 and should 
state the title of the Order and quote reference HA Ha/065/023/58. It should give the grounds of 
objection and the objector’s address and interest in the land. In the preparation of an objection and 
the statement of grounds of objection, it should be borne in mind that the substance of any objection 
or representation may be communicated to other people who may be affected by it. 

The contact for further information relating to this notice is Mr Graham Link (01306 878122 : 
graham.link@highways.gsi.gov.uk) 

DESCRIPTION OF LAND AND THE NEW RIGHTS 
Table 1 

NOTE: (a) The land comprised in each item in this description is identified on the plan referred to in 
the draft Compulsory Purchase Order by means of the number or numbers shown in 
brackets against that item in this description. 

(b) References to ownership are references to ownership or reputed ownership at the time of 
preparation of the draft Compulsory Purchase Order and are stated only for the purpose 
of identification of the land. 

In the Parish of Capel in the Borough of Tunbridge Wells in the County of Kent 

Woodland south of A21 Tonbridge By Pass and east of Vauxhall Lane, rights to enter to enable 
construction and maintenance of a balancing pond, landscape mitigation planting and maintenance 
all on land owned by Mr F P and Mrs M J Banfield (Plots 1/1 a, 1/1 b and 1/1c); Part of A21 
Tonbridge ByPass and woodland eastwards from Vauxhall Road Bridge and west of A21 (T) Pembury 
Road and southeast of Top Lodge at Castle Hill owned by West Kent Division of Kent Highway 
Services (Plots 1/2e, 1/2f, 1/2g, 1/2h, 1/2j, 1/2k, 1/21, 1/2m and 1/2n); Part of existing track off 
Vauxhall Lane south of A21 Tonbridge By Pass serving properties around Forest Farm owned by 
Forest Farm Services Limited (Plots 1/4c, 1/4d, 1/4e, 1/4f, 1/4g, 1/4h, 1/4j and 1/4k); Woodland, 
agricultural land south of A21 Tonbridge By Pass and east of Vauxhall Lane, right to enter for all 
purposes connected with the construction and maintenance of a balancing pond and landscape 
mitigation planting and maintenance all on land owned by Woodland Investment Management 
Limited (Plots 1/5a, 1/5b, 1/5c, 1/5d, 1/5e, 1/5f, 1/5g, 1/5h, 1/5j, 1/5k, 1/51, 1/5m, 1/5n and 1/5o); 
Agricultural land south of A21 Tonbridge By Pass east Vauxhall Lane right to enter for all purposes 
connected with the construction and maintenance of a balancing pond and landscape mitigation 
planting and maintenance on land owned by Mr and Mrs D G King (Plots 1/6a, 1/6b, 1/6c, 1/6d, 

1/6e, 1/6f, 1/6g, 1/6h, 1/6j, 1/6k, 1/61, 1/6m, 1/6n, 1/6o, 1/6p, 1/6q and 1/6r); Part of existing 
driveway to Fish Lodge northeast of A21 Tonbridge By Pass at Castle Hill owned by Mr M S Clarke 
(Plot 1/7a); Agricultural land south of A21 (T) Pembury Road at King’s Standing, part of existing 
access track to Castle Hill Wood owned by Glendridge Estates Limited (Plots 1/8a, 1/8b, 1/8c, 

1/8d, 1/8e, 1/8f and 1/8g); Agricultural land south of A21 (T) Pembury Road at King’s Standing 
owned by Mr M S Uddin (Plots 1/9a, 1/9b and 1/9c); Agricultural land south of A21 (T) Pembury 
Road at King’s Standing owned by Mr A P and Mrs K A Patel (Plot 1/10a); Agricultural land south of 
A21 (T) Pembury Road northwest Castle Hill Wood owned by Mr W M Netto and Mr C G Netto 
(Plots 1/1 la, 1/11b and 1/11c); Agricultural land south of A21 (T) Pembury Road northwest Castle Hill 
Wood owned by Mr J J Cooney (Plots 1/12a and 1/12b); Agricultural land south of A21 (T) Pembury 
Road northwest Castle Hill Wood owned by Mr M G Patel & Mrs U Patel (Plots 1/13a and 1/13b); 
Agricultural land south of A21 (T) Pembury Road northwest Castle Hill Wood owned by Mr S 
Jarmakani (Plots 1/14a and 1/14b); Agricultural land south of A21 (T) Pembury Road northwest 
Castle Hill Wood owned by Mr A A Kazma (Plots 1/15a, 1/15b, 1/15c and 1/15d); Agricultural land 
south of A21 (T) Pembury Road northwest Castle Hill Wood owned by Mr J Patel (Plot 1/16a); 
Agricultural land south of A21 (T) Pembury Road northwest Castle Hill Wood owned by Mr I D 
Braisby (Plot 1/17a); Agricultural land south of A21 (T) Pembury Road northwest Castle Hill Wood 
owned by Mr A Sanson (Plot 1/18a); Agricultural land south of A21 (T) Pembury Road northwest 
Castle Hill Wood owned by Tiara Limited (Plots 1/19a and 1/19b); Woodland south A21 (T) Pembury 
Road forming part of Castle Hill Wood, woodland west of A21 (T) Pembury Road at Well Wood and 
part FP 192A, right to enter for all purposes in connection with the construction and maintenance of 
a cut slope strengthened by ground anchors, right to enter for all purposes connected with 
landscape mitigation planting and maintenance on land owned by The Trustees of the John 
Malcolm Guthries 1965 Settlement Castlehill Woodland and Well Wood (Plots 1/20a, 1/20b, 

1/20c, 1/20d, 1/20e, 1/20f, 1/20g, 1/20h, 1/20j, 3/2a, 3/2b and 3/2c); Woodland and part access to 
estate and Top Lodge north A21 (T) Pembury Road, Woodland forming part of Burgess Rough north 
A21 (T) Pembury Road, residential property and garden known as Burgess Hill Cottage, agricultural 
land northeast A21 (T) Pembury Road at Castle Hill, part woodland, woodland track and agricultural 
land east A21 (T) Pembury Road at Potters Wood, agricultural land west A21 (T) Pembury Road and 
Carpenters Cottage right to enter for all purposes connected with the construction and maintenance 
of a balancing pond and landscape mitigation planting and maintenance on land owned by The 
Smith & Williamson Trust Corporation Limited and GSE Trustees Limited (Plots 1/21 a, 1/21 b, 
1/21c, 1/21 d, 1/21e, 1/21f, 1/21g, 1/21 h, 1/21j, 1/21k, 1/211, 2/3a, 2/3b, 2/3c, 2/3d, 2/3e, 2/3f, 3/1a, 


3/1 b and 3/1 c); Property and garden known as Burgess Hill Farmhouse, part equestrian manege 
northeast A21 (T) Pembury Road at Castle Hill owned by The Secretary of State for Transport 
(Plots 1/22a, 2/1 a and 2/1 b); Agricultural land, tree plantation east A21 (T) Pembury Road south of 
Burgess Hill Farm, right to enter for all purposes connected with landscape mitigation planting and 
maintenance on land owned by Ms R C Teacher (Plots 2/2a, 2/2b, 2/2c, 2/2d, 2/2e, 2/2f, 2/2g, 2/2h 
and 2/2j); Agricultural land west of A21 (T) Pembury Road and north FP 192A owned by Mr J D Tyler 
(Plots 3/8b and 3/8c) 

In the Parish of Southborough in the Borough of Tonbridge and Mailing in the County of Kent 

Woodland and verge to existing track south of A21 Tonbridge By Pass and east of Vauxhall Lane 
owned by Mr F P and Mrs M J Banfield (Plots 1/1 d and 1/1 e); Woodland and verge to existing track 
south of A21 Tonbridge By Pass and east of Vauxhall Lane right to enter for all purposes connected 
with the construction and maintenance of a balancing pond and landscape mitigation planting and 
maintenance owned by West Kent Division of Kent Highway Services (Plots 1/2a, 1/2b and 1/2c); 
Verge to existing track east of Vauxhall Lane and South of A21 Tonbridge By Pass owned by Mrs A D 
Tyler and Ms B F Bursell (Plot 1/3a); Part of existing track off Vauxhall Lane south of A21 Tonbridge 
By Pass serving properties around Forest Farm owned by Forest Farm Services Limited (C/o Mr J 
P Milgate) (Plots 1/4a and 1/4b); Agricultural land south of A21 (T) Pembury Road east Vauxhall 
Lane, right to enter of agricultural land south of A21 (T) Pembury Road south Vauxhall Lane to re¬ 
grade and reduce the land levels as a flood compensation area on land owned by Mr J D Tyler (Plots 
1/23a and 1/23b) 

In the Parishes of Southborough in the Borough of Tonbridge and Mailing and Capel in the Borough 

of Tunbridge Wells in the County of Kent 

Woodland south of A21 Tonbridge By Pass and east of Vauxhall Lane owned by Mr F P and Mrs M J 
Banfield (Plot 1/1f); Part of A21 Tonbridge By Pass eastwards from Vauxhall Road Bridge owned by 
West Kent Division of Kent Highway Services (Plot 1/2d); Agricultural land south of A21 Tonbridge 
By Pass east Vauxhall Lane owned by Mr and Mrs D G King (Plot 1/6c) 

In the Parishes of Capel and Pembury in the Borough of Tunbridge Wells in the County of Kent 

Part existing track east A21 (T) Pembury Road at Potters Wood owned by The Smith & Williamson 
Trust Corporation Limited and GSE Trustees Limited (Plot 2/3g); Woodland south A21 (T) Pembury 
Road forming part of Castle Hill Wood on land owned by The Trustees of the John Malcolm 
Guthries 1965 Settlement Castlehill Woodland and Well Wood (Plot 2/4a); Woodland and 
agricultural land west of A21 (T) Pembury Road and north of Castle Hill Farm owned by West Kent 
Division of Kent Highway Services (Plots 2/5a and 2/5b) 

In the Parish of Pembury in the Borough of Tunbridge Wells in the County of Kent 

Part agricultural land east A21 (T) Pembury Road at Potters Wood, part existing farm track off 
Dislingbury Road east A21 (T) Pembury Road, part Dislingbury Road and verges at junction with A21 
(T) Pembury Road, woodland east A21 (T) north and south of Pembury Walks, existing farm access 
track east of A21 (T) Pembury Road north of Longfield Road, woodland east of A21 (T) Pembury 
Road and east of Tonbridge Road, right to enter for all purposes connected with landscape mitigation 
planting and maintenance owned by The Smith & Williamson Trust Corporation Limited and GSE 
Trustees Limited (Plots 2/3h, 2/3j, 2/3k, 2/31, 2/3m, 2/3n, 2/3o, 2/3p, 2/3q, 2/3r, 2/3s, 2/3t, 2/3u, 

4/7a and 4/7b); Woodland and verge east A21 (T) Pembury Road north of Dislingbury Road, 
Dislingbury Road Woodland and verge east A21 (T) Pembury Road north of Pembury Walks, part 
Pembury Walks east A21 (T) Pembury Road, part of existing A21 (T) Pembury Road and Tonbridge 
Road junction east of A21 (T) Pembury Road, woodland south of Knights Park Road and west of 
A21 (T) Pembury Road owned by West Kent Division of Kent Highway Services (Plots 2/5a, 2/5b, 
2/5c, 2/5d, 2/5e, 2/5f, 2/5g, 2/5h, 2/5j, 2/5k, 4/5b, 4/5c, 4/5h, 4/5j and 4/5k); Woodland west of A21 
(T) Pembury Road at North Lodge south of FP WT 192A, right to enter for all purposes connected 
with landscape mitigation planting and maintenance on land owned by Mr F E Newham and Mr H 
Gillow (Plots 3/3a, 3/3b, 3/3c, 3/3d, 3/3e and 3/3f); Property known as North Lodge and garden to 
property west of A21 (T) Pembury Road owned by Mrs P Mundy (Plot 3/4a); Part existing track west 
of A21 (T) Pembury Road south of North Lodge, part of access track west of A21 (T) Pembury Road 
forming part of property known as Colebrooke, Woodland west of A21 (T) Pembury Road and north 
of Longfield Road, right to enter for all purposes connected with landscape mitigation planting and 
maintenance on land owned by Gardena Ltd (Plots 3/5a, 3/5b, 3/5f, 3/5h, 3/5j, 3/5k, 3/51, 3/5m, 

3/5n, 3/5o, 3/5p, 4/1 a, 4/1 b, 4/1 c, 4/1 d, 4/1 e, 4/1 f, 4/1 g and 4/1 h); Part of woodland garden to 
property known as Garden Cottage west of A21 (T) Pembury Road owned by Mr G Russell & Mrs J 
Russell (Plots 3/6a, 3/6b, 3/6c, 3/6d, 3/6e, 3/6f, 3/6g, 3/6h, 3/6j, 3/6k, 3/61 and 3/6m); Part of garden 
to property known as The Coach House west of A21 (T) Pembury Road owned by Mr R J Lamb & 
Mrs J M Lamb (Plot 3/7a); Agricultural land east of A21 (T) Pembury Road and north of Yew Tree 
Farm owned by Ms R C Teacher (Plots 4/2a, 4/2b, 4/2c and 4/2d); Woodland west of A21 (T) 
Pembury Road and north of Longfield Road owned by Mr J D Tyler (Plot 4/3b); Property and 
outbuildings known as Middle Lodge north of Longfield Road and west of A21 (T) Pembury Road 
owned by Mr M Greenwood & Mrs M Greenwood (Plot 4/4a); Woodland east of A21 (T) Pembury 
Road and west of Tonbridge Road owned by Kilmartin Property Group Limited (Plot 4/6b) 

In the Parishes of Pembury and Southborough in the Borough of Tunbridge Wells in the County of Kent 

Part existing track west of A21 (T) Pembury Road south of North Lodge, right to enter for all 
purposes connected with landscape mitigation planting and maintenance on land owned by 
Gardena Ltd (Plots 3/5c, 3/5e and 3/5g); Agricultural land west of A21 (T) Pembury Road and north 
of Longfield Road owned by Mr J D Tyler (Plots 4/3a, 4/3c and 4/3d); Woodland south of property 
known as Middle Lodge west of A21 (T} Pembury Road and north of Longfield Road owned by Mr M 
Greenwood & Mrs M Greenwood (Plot 4/4b); Part of Longfield Road and west of A21 (T) Pembury 
Road owned by West Kent Division of Kent Highway Services (Plot 4/5a); Woodland west of A21 
(T) Pembury Road and south of Longfield Road owned by Kilmartin Property Group Limited (Plots 
4/6a and 4/6o) 

In the Parish of Southborough in the Borough of Tunbridge Wells in the County of Kent 

Part existing track west of A21 (T) Pembury Road south of North Lodge owned by Gardena Ltd (Plot 
3/5d); Agricultural land west of A21 (T) Pembury Road and south FP 192A, agricultural land west of 
A21 (T) Pembury Road and north of Longfield Road owned by Mr J D Tyler (Plots 3/8a, 3/8d , 4/3e, 
4/3f, 4/3g, 4/3h, 4/3j, 4/3k, 4/31 and 4/3m); Part of existing Longfield Road west of A21 (T) Pembury 
Road, part of Knights Park west of A21 (T) Pembury Road south of Longfield Road owned by West 
Kent Division of Kent Highway Services (Plots 4/5d, 4/5e, 4/5f and 4/5g); Woodland south of 
Longfield Road and west of A21 (T) Pembury Road, woodland and existing track west of A21 (T) 
Pembury Road and south of Longfield Road, Woodland known as Robingate Wood south of 
Longfield Road and west of A21 (T) Pembury Road, right to enter for all purposes connected with 
landscape mitigation planting and maintenance on land owned by Kilmartin Property Group 
Limited (Plots 4/6c, 4/6d, 4/6e, 4/6f, 4/6g, 4/6h, 4/6j, 4/6k, 4/61, 4/6m, 4/6n, 4/6p, 4/6q and 4/6r) 

Table 2 

In the Parish of Capel in the Borough of Tunbridge Wells in the County of Kent 

Mr J Liddell-Simpson & Others & South Eastern Gas Board (Private gas Main) (1/9c and 1/9d); 
Trustees of the John Malcolm Guthries 1965 Settlement Castlehill Woodland & Well Wood, Tonbridge 
(access rights to A21) (1/15c and 3/1 c); National Grid Wireless Limited (access rights to mast site) 
(1/20h); Forestry Commission (Woodland) (2/3e and 2/3f) 

In the Parish of Pembury in the Borough of Tunbridge Wells in the County of Kent 

Forestry Commission (Woodland) (2/31, 2/3m, 2/3n, 2/3o, 2/3p, 2/3q, 2/3s, 2/3t, 2/3u, 4/2a and 4/2d); 
The Woolwich (Mortgagee) (3/6a, 3/6b, 3/6c, 3/6d, 3/6e, 3/6f, 3/6g, 3/6h, 3/6j, 3/6k, 3/61 and 3/6m) 

PAUL ARNOLD 

Senior Project Manager 
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ON FIRST learning of Vauxhairs 
Insignia VXR performance flag¬ 
ship, I called it 'The Beast’. 

After all, previous VXR versions of 
standard Vauxhall production models have 
tended to be a bit raw, exemplified by 
the VXR8 monster V8 Aussie import - 
popularly known as ‘The Thunder from 
Down Under’. 

But if the VXR8 is Crocodile Dundee, the 
new Insignia VXR is more James Bond; a 
subtle performer designed to take out 
German performance models for a lot less 
money (from £30,995) than, say, BMW’s 
£65,000 M5. 

Any lingering thoughts that this 325bhp 
super saloon, hatch or estate is a hooligan 
designed to highlight rather than add real 
numbers to the Insignia’s dominance of the 
mainstream family car sector this year, are 
quickly dispelled behind the wheel. 


FirstDrive 


VauxhalllnsigniaVXR 


It sits on an all-wheel-drive chassis, will 
hit 60mph in under six seconds and can be 
pushed to limits that you ought not to try 
on public roads, yet the engine rumbles 
rather than roars and the ride is far from 
riotous - thank goodness. 

In short, Vauxhall has created a cut-price 
performance car for everyday use. 

It could signal a change of policy by 
Vauxhall about what VXR should stand for 


- especially now that the brand has 
dropped out of racing. 

The VXR’s tidy handling was apparently 
fine-tuned on the gruelling Nurburgring 
circuit in Germany though. It also sits 
10mm lower than the SRi - the previous 
Insignia performance star - and boasts 
several smart chassis features. 

A special front suspension has been devel¬ 
oped to improve cornering and grip and 
reduce any unruliness transmitted through 
the steering wheel, while the Adaptive 4x4’ 
system also aims to tame any waywardness. 

The VXR’s looks add to its value-for- 
money pitch; a hefty yet restrained bodykit 
complements sleek Insignia styling and the 
package also brings 19-inch alloys - light¬ 
weight 20-inch forged alloys are a tempting 
£1,100 extra - Brembo brakes with colour- 
keyed callipers, vented/cross-drilled discs 
and beefy dual matt chrome exhausts. 

There is no doubt of the car’s sporting cre¬ 


dentials inside either, thanks to Recaro 
front seats plus lots of VXR branding and a 
classy yet practical finish. 

However, the VXR’s more humble and 
numerous sisters and the mainstream 
griffin badge on the front might suggest 
higher depreciation than perceived rivals 
with a snobby German badge but, hey, look 
at the upfront price. 

And it could become a bit of a cult car like 
Vauxhall’s legendary 177mph Lotus 
Carlton of the early 1990s - faster than the 
VXR, but also costing an astonishing 
£44,000 at the time too. 

As we contemplate a world of lower 
emissions and consumption - and I’m not 
arguing against restraint - it is nice to 
know that there is still room for a quality 
performance model like the new VXR. 


Search online for your new car today 


www.carsforkent.co.uk 
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Yeti 



It's out there. 


Yeti is fun... combining all the rugged strengths of a traditional 4x4 
with the practicality and running costs of a hatchback. 

Yeti is a true crossover vehicle and is available from as little as £13,775 RRP. 



Motorline Skoda 


CANTERBURY 
Westminster Road 
Tel: 0844 2098131 


DARTFORD 
555 Princes Road 
Tel: 0844 2098241 


For our full selection, visit: 

www.motorline.co.uk/skoda 

Direct Aftersales Booking Service: 08700 112214 
Open 7 days 

Skoda. Manufacturer of happy drivers. 


Model shown is Yeti S 1.2 TSI 105bhp at £14,675 RRP, including optional metallic paint at £400 RRP. Prices are accurate at time of print. 

Official fuel consumption in mpg (litres/lOOkm) for the Skoda Range: Urban 19.2 (14.7) - 53.3 (5.3), Extra-urban 38.2 (7.4) - 83.1 (3.4), 
Combined 28.0 (10.1) - 68.9 (4.1). C0 2 emissions for the Skoda Range 109 - 235g/km. 


Motorline 


ALL MAKES USED CARS 


Westrr^nster Ftoad 
Vauxhel industrial EBtate 
CANTERBURY 
Kent CT1 1YY 

01227 378278 
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Over IOO used 
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See our full selection of quality used vehicles at: www.motorline.co.uk/allmakes 
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SPECIAL OFFER 

FREE SERVICING ON SELECTED 
LATE USED CARS 

CALL US NOW FOR DETAILS AND TO ARRANGE A TEST DRIVE 


MANAGERS SPECIAL 
Vauxhall Astra 1.7 CDTi Breeze 


5 door hatchback 
2009 09 

Choice of metallic colours 

from 4700 on the clock up to 67 mpg 


NEW 

PRICE 


POMPHREYS 

PRICE 


‘SAVE 

£8135 


£19130 £10995 

PLUS FREE SERVICING UP TO 3 YEARS OLD OR 60000 MILES 


USED CARS 


AGILA 







Year 

Reg No 

Model 

Eng 

Dr 

Colour M/age 

£ 

05 

55 


Agila Expression 

1.0 

5 

Star silver 24,800 

3,695 

08 

58 


Agila Club A/c 

1.2 

5 

Steel Silver 4,385 

7995 

09 

09 


Agila Design Auto 

1.2 

5 

Sugar white 2,290 

9,695 

09 

09 


Agila Design 1.2 

5 


Lemon grass4,150 

8,995 

09 

09 


Agila Design CDTi 

1.3D 

5 

Atlanta blue 6,230 

9,995 

09 

09 


Agila Design CDTi 

1.3D 

5 

Star silver 5,210 

9,995 

09 

09 


Agila Design 1.2 

5 


Moncan Blue 2,375 

8,295 

09 

59 


Agila Design CDTi 

1.3D 

5 

Atlanta Blue Del mileage £10,995 

09 

5 


Agila Design CDTi 

1.3D 

5 

Sugar white Del mileage £10,995 

CORSA WJGfc 

Year 

Reg No 

Model 

Eng 

Dr 

Colour M/age 

£ 

00 

76 


Corsa Comfort Auto 

1.4 

3 

Star silver 69,325 

2,995 

06 

56 


Corsa Design 

1.4 

5 

Silver ligthning 39,050 

5,995 

07 

57 


Corsa Design 

1.2 

3 

Air blue 21,575 

7495 

07 

57 


Corsa Design CDTi 

1.3D 

5 

Air blue 25800 

8,495 

08 

57 


Corsa VXR 

1.6 

3 

Arden blue 14,950 

12,995 

08 

08 


Corsa Breeze 

1.2 

3 

Star silver 12,220 

7995 

08 

58 


Corsa Sxi CDTi A/c 

1,3 

5 

Silver ligthning 12775 

9,495 

08 

58 


Corsa Design CDTi 

1.3 

3 

Metro blue 6,425 

9,495 

09 

58 


Corsa Sxi A/c 

1.4 

5 

Metro blue 11,390 

8,995 

08 

58 


Corsa Sxi A/c 

1.4 

5 

Black sapphire 7,070 

9,295 

09 

09 


Corsa Sxi CDTi A/C 

1.3 

3 

Black sapphire 9,670 

9,650 

09 

09 


Corsa Sxi CDTi A/c 

1.3 

3 

Flame red 9,270 

9,650 

09 

09 


Corsa Active 

1.2 

5 

Silver ligthning 6,520 

8,995 

09 

09 


Corsa Sxi 

1.2 

3 

Black sapphire 6,236 

9,495 

09 

09 


Corsa Design In Touch 

1.2 

3 

Black sapphire 3,380 

9,495 

09 

59 


Corsa Active CDTi 

1.3D 

3 

Blacksapphire Del mileage £9,995 

09 

59 


Corsa Active CDTi 

1.3D 

3 

Metro blue Del mileage £9,995 

09 

59 


Corsa Sxi A/c 

1.4 

3 

Star silver Del mileage £10,595 

09 

59 


Corsa Life A/c CDTi 

1.3D 

5 

Star silver Del mileage £10,895 


ASTRA 


Year 

Reg No 

Model 

Eng 

Dr 

Colour M/age 

£ 

06 

06 


Astra Sxi Sports hatch 

1.6 

3 

Black sapphire 22,675 

7,995 

06 

56 


Astra Sxi Sports hatch 

1.6 

3 

Panacotta 21,950 

8,995 

06 

56 


Astra Active 

1.6 

5 

Silver ligthning 36,800 

7,495 

07 

57 


Astra Sri Ex Pack 

1,8 

5 

Black sapphire 26,000 

9,495 

07 

57 


Astra Design Auto 

1.8 

5 

Moonland 7825 

9,495 

08 

08 


Astra Sxi 

1.6 

5 

Black sapphire 15,890 

9,495 

08 

08 


Astra Sxi Sports hatch 

1.4 

3 

Flame red 11,225 

10,495 

08 

58 


Astra Sxi 

1.6 

5 

Green spirit 3,725 

10,495 

08 

58 


Astra Sri X Pack 

1.8 

3 

Black sapphire 5,960 

12,495 

08 

58 


Astra Sri TB0 X Pack 

1.6 

3 

Metro blue 8,300 

12,995 

09 

09 


Astra Breeze Plus 

1.6 

5 

Metro blue 5,950 

9,995 

09 

09 


Astra Breeze CDTi 

1.7D 

5 

Metro blue 4,720 

10,895 

09 

09 


Astra Breeze CDTi 

1.7D 

5 

Silver ligthning 7190 

10,845 

09 

09 


Astra Breeze Sports hatch1.7D 

3 

Black sapphire 6,250 

11,695 

09 

09 


Astra Sxi 

1.4 

5 

Flame red 2„500 

9,995 

09 

59 


Astra Sxi Sports Hatch 

1.6 

3 

Silver ligthning Del mileage £13,695 

09 

58 


Astra Sxi 

1.4 

5 

Technicalgrey Del mileage £12,995 

09 

59 


Astra Life A/c 

1.6 

5 

Metro blue Del mileage £12,495 

09 

59 


Astra Active 

1.4 

5 

Blacksapphire Del mileage £12,295 

09 

59 


Astra Sxi 

1.6 

5 

Blacksapphire Del mileage £13,495 

09 

59 


Astra Sxi Sport hatch 

1.6 

3 

Grey Del mileage £13,695 

MERIVA 







TIGRA 


Reg No 

06 


Model 

Tigra Exclusive 


Colour M/age £ 

Air blue 30,500 8,995 


VECTRA 


Year 

06 

07 

08 

09 

Reg No 

56 

57 

58 

09 

Model 

Meriva Life A/C 

Meriva Design CDTi 
Meriva CDTi Breeze Plus 
Meriva Active CDTi 

Eng 

1.4 

1.7D 

1.3 

1.3D 

Dr 

5 

5 

5 

5 

Colour M/age 

Steel blue 19,730 
Star silver 34,950 
Black sapphire 10,930 
Ultra blue 8,750 

£ 

6.995 

8.995 

9.995 
10,695 

ZAFIRA Wj 

Year 

Reg No 

Model 

Eng 

Dr 

Colour M/age 

£ 

04 

54 

Zafira Design DTi 

2.0D 

5 

Prestige blue67,850 

5,495 

05 

05 

Zafira Design CDTi 

1.9D 

5 

Star silver 66,000 

7,795 

06 

56 

Zafira Club 

1.6 

5 

Metro blue 40,250 

7,995 

06 

56 

Zafira Club Auto 

1.8 

5 

Silver ligthning 12,120 

8,495 

09 

09 

Zafira Sri XP CDTi 

1.9D 

5 

Star silver 3,780 

17,995 

DUE SOON 


Year 

Reg No 

Model 

Eng 

Dr 

Colour M/age 

£ 

Year 

Reg No 

Model 

Eng 

Dr 

Colour M/age 

£ 

06 

06 

Vectra elite CDTi (150) 

1.9D 

5 

Black sapphire 38,125 

8,995 

07 

57 

Vectra CDTi Elite (150ps) 

1.9D 

5 

Black sapphire 41,000 

9,995 

07 

07 

Vectra Exclusive DTi Auto 1.9D 

5 

Silver ligthning 19,350 

8,995 

08 

58 

Astra Sri Sports hatch CDTi 

1.9D 

3 

Power red 16,000 

13,495 

08 

58 

Vectra Exclusive 

1.8 

5 

Blacksapphire 15,390 

9,495 

08 

58 

Astra Sxi 

1.6 

5 

Flame red 12,000 

10,495 


*Non Network Q 


Po m d h revs 01795 476222 

■ WBBB “ BBB ^*^*^ Email: pomphreys.vauxhall@virgin.net 

London Road, Bapchild, Sittingbourne, Kent ME9 9AQ Website: www.pomphreys.co.uk 

NOW SERVING MEDWAY & SWALE 


VAUXHALL 

www.networkQ.co.uk 
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Saab’s 4x4 solution 
is 10 years too late 


TEN years ago. the likes of Audi, Volvo 
and Subaru would have been a bit 
narked by the Saab 9-3X. 

It's a stylish all-wheel drive sporting 
estate that is fun to drive and has an 
upmarket badge on the bonnet - Saab 
should have sold loads. 

Somehow though, the Swedes or 
their masters in the General Motors 
empire did not have the will or vision 
to launch a car like it. 

Still, better late than never and 
the 9-3X, based on the existing 9-3 
Sport Wagon, is a neat and sure-foot¬ 
ed drive, though the gearshift feels a 
bit sloppy. 


The rest of the car seems robust 
and lively though, with die 208bhp 
turbocharged two-litre petrol engine 
taking the car from 0-GQmph in 8.2 
seconds. 

The car (£25,995) also looks good 
value against conventional sport wagon 
rivals, especially with a spec list that 


includes half-leather seats, chunky 
body kit and heated front seats. 

Whether it can do much to ease 
Saab s plight is debatable though; GM 
has sought, to offload the innovative 
marque for some time, but a sale to 
Sweden’s Koenigscgg supercar brand 
fell through recently. 



Time for a small investment 

IT COULD be a good time to buy a used super¬ 
mini or small hatchback according to motor 
market watchers at Experian. 

The onset of recession caused used-car sales 
and values to soar for a while as demand from 
cash-conscious buyers exceeded supply. 

But the Government-sponsored Scrappage 
scheme, offering a £2,000 grant towards a new 
car for anyone scrapping their 10-vear-old 
banger, has caused a stampede for small new 
cars leaving used models more plentiful. 

Experian says used car sales fell 4.9 per cent 
overall from July-September. with the small 
and lower medium segments worst hit with 
5.2 and 5.8 per cent reductions respectively, 
making bargains of cars like the plentiful previ¬ 
ous generation Ford Fiesta (pictured). 


Volvo’s green success recognised 

SAAB might be in bother, but there are 
signs that Volvo - its Ford-owned 
Sw r edish rival - is enjoying a revival. 

The American giant’s investment is 
starting to bear fruit in quality; design 
and technology/component sharing and 
especially in the eco-motoring arena 
where the marque has just scooped a 
major aw r ard for its C30 1.6D DRIVe 
with Start/Stop, 

TheGreenCarWebsite.co.uk voted it 
Green Car of the Year in an online poll, 
ahead of the famously green hybrid 
Toyota Prius and BMW’s impressive 316d. 

The Volvo's low 99g/km of C02 means 
it escapes road tax w r hile it has an official 
combined mpg or 74.3. 



Which sectors are in demand though? 
Experian says MPVs rose 3.1 per cent w r hile 
sports and luxury cai*s enjoyed a modest 0.3 per 
cent increase from July-September, 

So, not everyone is heeding the Government’s 
call to downsize. 



NVZOO 




GET LOADS ON BOARD WITH A HUGE 
CARGO VOLUME OF 4.2m 3 



NV200 E 

CONTRACT HIRE FROM 

+VAT* per month 

THE VAN REDEFINED 



Hojlmi 


Book a test drive today 


Baileys Canterbury 

Westminster Road, Vauxhall Industrial Estate 
Tel: 0845 0589 791 

www.batleysnissan.co.uk 



SHIFTjhe way you move 
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Avensis 


MiniTest 


Stevi loader 


ToyotaAvensis 


may be an automatic 


TOYOTA’S latest Avensis is a far 
superior all-round product to its 
predecessor - it has to be. 

There is no room for also-rans now in the 
ultra-competitive family model or ‘Mondeo 
class’ where a once huge market share has 
been hunted down by 4x4s, MPVs and execu¬ 
tive class rivals. 

Where its two predecessors could afford to 
be less than sexy by majoring instead on 
Toyota’s key attributes - reliability, economy 
and practicality - the new car launched 
earlier this year needed to cut a dash and be 
brave in its market approach. 

It succeeded on both counts with sharp, 
aggressive new lines that show how dated the 
old car had become, plus a decision to drop the 
hatchback option in favour of a straight choice 
between classy saloon and Tourer (estate) - 
Toyota is confident the latter will contribute 
50 per cent of sales. 

I can’t argue with that; the estate has rakish 
style yet loses nothing in practicality and 
drives better than before, helped by an extend¬ 
ed wheelbase and track within similar overall 
dimensions. 

It is still no Mondeo beater to drive - it 
charts more of a middle course between driver 
appeal and a passenger-pleasing ride - but the 


choice 



DrivingPortfolio 

TOYOTA AVENSIS 2.2D-CAT T4 
TOURER £23,985 

Driving appeal 

★★★★ 

Image 

★★★★ 

Space 

★★★★ 

Value 

★★★ 

Reliability 

A A A A A 

★ ★★★★ 

How green? 

★★★★★ 

Road tax 

£175/year 

Best rival 

Ford Mondeo 


Toyota offers cheap running costs thanks to 
the Japanese motor giant’s ‘Optimal Drive’ 


technology, evolved after taking a long look at 
the way powertrains are constructed. 

This was crucial to designing the brand’s 
tiny IQ city car, but has filtered through to 
larger models, so new Avensis engines feature 
low-friction components, lighter and more 
compact design elements and enhanced 
combustion, adding up to lower emissions and 
better economy plus flexibility. 

The 150bhp 2.2 diesel high spec T4 Tourer 
(£23,985) test car loaned by Motorline at 
Canterbury proved the point; it is a lively yet 
refined unit and now available with a superb 
six-speed auto gearbox. 

Admittedly, the self-changer lifts emissions 
from 150g/km for the manual to 175, annual 
road tax from £125 to £175 and the Benefit in 
Kind bill from 21 to 25 per cent, but the gains 
in convenience are impressive. 

It is also driving extra Avensis sales accord¬ 
ing to Motorline’s Canterbury manager Robert 
Hobbs. 


“We have one of the few demonstrators in 
the UK with the 2.2 engine mated to the seam¬ 
less automatic gearbox,” he said. 

“The smoothness and ‘torqueyness’ of the 
responsive engine have impressed everyone 
who has driven it, taking lots of conquest busi¬ 
ness from VW Passat and Renault Laguna.” 

News of the Renault’s sidelining comes as 
no surprise, but the VW is no pushover even in 
its twilight years; the Toyota pitch is 
helped though by an upmarket and roomy 
interior, with the Tourer making best use 
of the current trend for divergence between 
the roof line and rearmost window frames to 
deliver a rakish rear end as well as decent 
headroom. 

It is a decent five-seater too, having a large 
load space with copious under-floor stowage, a 
ski slot and two side compartments for cor¬ 
ralling the usual load space flotsam. 

The sharply angled rear tailgate line robs 
some upper level load space though. 



ONLY FROM MOTORLINE NISSAN TUNBRIDGE WELLS. 
HURRY OFFER ENDS WHEN THE CARS RUN OUT! 
www. motor I i ne-nissan.co. u k 


KENT’S LARGEST NISSAN DEALER. OVER 100 NISSAN CARS AND VANS IN GROUP STOCK. 
ALL USED CARS COME WITH A MINIMUM 12 MONTHS NISSAN WARRANTY OR SOLD WITH 
THE BALANCE OF THE MANUFACTURERS 3 YEAR WARRANTY 


Motorline 


Dowding Way, Tunbridge Wells, Kent TN2 3UY - Open 7 days 

Tel: 0845 128 7562 


Come and see us. 

Your local Motability specialist. 

Motabi 




Model shots shown are for illustration purposes only. Information correct at time of going to press. Refer to dealer for exact specification. This advert supersedes any previously advertised offers. 


2008 08 MICRA1.2 
TEKNA5DR 

12000 MILES, VARIOUS 
METALLIC COLOURS 



"u™ £6,495 


(including £2000 Motorline 
scrappage allowance) 


2008 08 QASHQAI 
1.6 VISIA 

12600 MILES, 

METALLIC FADED DENIM 



NOW QOlC (including £2000 Motorline 

JUST I scrappage allowance) 

2008 08 NOTE 1.4 
ACENTA 

FADED DENIM, 11,000 MILES 
AIR CON, ALLOYS 


NOW CkCk 45 (including £1500 Motorline 

JUST scrappage allowance) 

2009 09 NAVARA 
2.5 dCI ACENTA 

SNUG TOP, TOW BAR, 3000 
MILES, METALLIC SILVER 




NOW 

JUST 


4 CfeCI' i ' ^ (including £2000 Motorline 
S* I ■ + scrappage allowance) 


2004 54 350Z 
COUPE 

33500 MILES, 
METALLIC SUNSET 



£££11,495 


(including £1500 Motorline 
scrappage allowance) 






































60 I motoring week ending DECEMBER 20, 2009 


www.carsforkent.co.uk 


ADVERTISING © 01892 616103™ 


2yearsO%APR! 

PLUS GET A FREE NETBOOK COMPUTER 


(11 





99 Reg AgiLa Design 12i 16v A/C 
From only £8995 

1 CD player • Electric (rant windmvi • Atoy wheels 


59 Reg Corea Active 1.0112v 3dr 

From only £7995 

• Air con • Aloy wheels • CO player 


59 Reg Corea Active 1-2i 16v 3dr 
From only £8995 

• A tr con • Alloy wtieels • CO player 


SAVE £2345 


SAVE £3425 


SAVE £3375 




59 Reg Corea SXi 1.216v 3dr A/C 

From only £9495 

• Air con • Electric windows • Alloy wheels 


59 Reg Corea SXi 1.2S12v5dr A/C 
From only £9995 

• Ar con • Alloy wheels • CD player 



59 Reg Corea Design 12i 16v 3dr 
From only £9995 

► 16” aHoy wheels • CD player • Front fog lamps 


SAVE £3575 


SAVE £3490 


SAVE £3330 




59 Reg Insignia Exdusivl^i 16v 5dr 

From only £14995 

• 18 " Alloy wheels • Mult, play CD • DAB radio 



59 Reg Meriva Active 14i 16v A/C 5dr 
From only £10995 

• A* con* CD player • Electric windows 


59 RegZafira Active 1.8116v 5dr 
From only £13795 

• Air con • CD player • Electric windows 


SAVE £3040 


SAVE £3930 


SAVE £5635 


'buy now' 

PAY 

LATER 


All models include balance of manufacturers warranty, 
many with metallic paint! 


r Btfe* Ceres * m a 


CASH 

R»C¥ 

reros/T 

AH 0 UHF 

F***C€D 

JJNCWTViy 

PWMCMTt 

18 NM. 

nmderr 

WTttiST 

CMfcftOES 

TOTAL 

OWI u 

FCA CREDIT 

TOTAL 

AMOUNT 

MMtfLE 

tmt 

own# 

C 399 TM 

nuu 

n*A«2 

ML 

ML 

nwi 


0 % 

TYPICAL APR t 


'beat the' 

VAT 

INCREASE 


Ask ter lull detafts' 


WJ King 

w*w«)knQ. co.uk 


Welling 020 83031234 
Be*teyh*ath 020 8303 2299 
Faming ham 01322 862366 


Swanley 01322 662890 
Woolwich 02088548161 
Dartfond 01322 227581 


Rochester 01634 723723 
Gravesend 01474 565656 
Bromley 020 8464 3456 




!J 


VAUXHALL 


2 V*xD&V4K*JW4*f 

nmmfpetlrai Miiiir 


leml MiwToT.U 
Mttwelailulei 
<liPwe wtwBtcvrp 
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Quality used cars 



MODEL 

ENGINE 

REG 

YEAR 

MILES 

COLOUR 

PRICE 

MODEL 

ENGINE 

REG 

YEAR 

MILES 

COLOUR 

PRICE 

FABIA CLASSIC 5DR HATCH 

1.2 6v 54 BHP (PETROL) 

GF54YBR 

OCTOBER ’04 

44520 

SAHARA BEIGE 

£4,490.00 

FABIA AMBIENTE 5DR ESTATE 

1.4 16V 100 BHP (PETROL) 

GK56VDG 

SEPTEMBER ’06 


CAPPUCCINO BEIGE 

£6,990.00 

FABIA CLASSIC 5DR HATCH 

1.212V 64 BHP (PETROL) 

GN04YZA 

JUNE'04 

24342 

GRAPHITE GREY 

£4,990.00 

FABIA AMBIENTE 5DR ESTATE 

1.4 TDi 75 BHP (DIESEL) 

EJ05DGF 

APRIL’05 

44489 

SAHARA BEIGE 

£5,990.00 

FABIA CLASSIC 5DR HATCH 

1.2 12v 64 BHP (PETROL) 

GF56UZS 

DECEMBER '06 

65042 

DYNAMIC BLUE 

£4,990.00 

FABIA AMBIENTE 5DR ESTATE 

1.4 TDi 75 BHP (DIESEL) 

GK05OKG 

MARCH '05 

34327 

STONE GREY 

£6,290.00 

FABIA AMBIENTE 5DR HATCH 

1.212V 64 BHP (PETROL) 

KX55GYG 

SEPTEMBER '05 

36164 

SATIN GREY 

MMM 

FABIA ELEGANCE 5DR ESTATE 

1.4 16V100BHP (PETROL) 

GJ06CFN 

MARCH '06 

6345 

SAHARA BEIGE 

£7,290.00 

FABIA AMBIENTE5DR HATCH 

1.2 12v 64 BHP (PETROL) 

GL56XKB 

JANUARY'07 


CORRIDA RED 

£6,490.00 

FABIA BLUELINE 5DR ESTATE 

1.212V 64 BHP (PETROL) 

LY03WG 

AUGUST ’03 

88394 

ADMIRAL BLUE 

£3,290.00 

FABIA SPORT 5DR HATCH 

1.4 16v 75 BHP (PETROL) 

GF05PHX 

MAY’05 


DYNAMIC BLUE 

£5,990.00 

ROOMSTER LEVEL2 5DRMPV 

1.4 16V85BHP (PETROL) 

GL56HZR 

DECEMBER '06 

80713 

OCEAN BLUE 

£5,490.00 

FABIA 1 5DR HATCH 

1.2 12v 70 BHP (PETROL) 

GD07CDV 

JULY’07 

17178 

SATIN GREY 

£7,290.00 

• ROOMSTER LEVEL 2 5DR MPV 

1.616V AUTO (PETROL) 

GJ09NLF 

MARCH '09 

TBA 

POLAR BLUE 


FABIA 1 5DR HATCH 

1.4 TDi 80 BHP (DIESEL) 

GJ57WCG 

OCTOBER '07 

4954 

SATIN GREY 

£8,490.00 

ROOMSTER LEVEL 2 5DR MPV 

1.4 TDi 80 BHP (DIESEL) 

GL56HZA 

DECEMBER '06 


CORRIDA RED 

£7,990.00 

FABIA 2 5DR HATCH 

1.212V 70 BHP (PETROL) 

GN57WL 

SEPTEMBER '07 

9339 

CAPPUCCINO BEIGE 

£7,990.00 

• ROOMSTER LEVEL 2 5DR MPV 

1.4 TDi 80 BHP (DIESEL) 

GJ09NLE 

MARCH '09 

TBA 

BLACK MAGIC 

£10,490.00 

• FABIA 2 5DR HATCH 

1.2 12v 70 BHP (PETROL) 

GK09YFU 

MARCH '09 

TBA 

STORM BLUE 

£8,490.00 

• ROOMSTER LEVEL 3 5DR MPV 

1.4 TDi 80 BHP (DIESEL) 

GK58NNC 

SEPTEMBER '08 

TBA 

ANTHRACITE GREY 

£9,990.00 

• FABIA 2 5DR HATCH 

1.6 16v AUTO (PETROL) 

GL09ARZ 

JUNE'09 

TBA 

ARCTIC GREEN 

£9,490.00 

OCTAVIA CLASSIC 5DR HATCH 

1.6 FSi 115 BHP (PETROL) 

GJ56TVZ 

SEPTEMBER ’06 

28487 

DIAMOND SILVER 

£7,290.00 

FABIA 2 5DR HATCH 

1.4 TDi 80 BHP (DIESEL) 

GD07CDX 

JULY’07 

12469 

FLAMENCO RED 

£8,990.00 

OCTAVIA CLASSIC 5DR HATCH 

1.9 TDi 105 BHP (DIESEL) 

RH58CAB 

NOVEMBER '08 

41551 

CANDY WHITE 

£9,490.00 

FABIA 2 5DR HATCH 

1.4 TDi 80 BHP (DIESEL) 

GL57YKK 

JANUARY'08 

7045 

SATIN GREY 

£8,990.00 

OCTAVIA AMBIENTE 5DR HATCH 

1.6 FSi 115 BHP (PETROL) 

GJ56TWD 

SEPTEMBER '06 

FLAMENCO RED 

£7,490.00 

• FABIA 2 5DR HATCH 

1.4 TDi 80 BHP (DIESEL) 

GJ58SYG 

SEPTEMBER '08 

TBA 

TANGERINE ORANGE 

£8,990.00 

• OCTAVIA ELEGANCE 5DR HATCH 

1.6 FSi 105 BHP (PETROL) 

GK58NNE 

SEPTEMBER ’08 

TBA 

FLAMENCO RED 

£11,490.00 

• FABIA 2 5DR HATCH 

1.9 TDi 105 BHP (DIESEL) 

GJ58SYS 

SEPTEMBER '08 

TBA 

SATIN GREY 

£9,490.00 

• OCTAVIA ELEGANCE 5DR HATCH 

1.9 TDi 105 BHP (DIESEL) 

GK58NNH 

SEPTEMBER ’08 

TBA 

SATIN GREY 

£11,790.00 

• FABIA 2 5DR HATCH 

1.9 TDi 105 BHP (DIESEL) 

GJ58SYR 

SEPTEMBER ’08 

TBA 

CAPPUCCINO BEIGE 

£9,490-00 

• OCTAVIA ELEGANCE 5DR HATCH 

2.0 TDi DSG (DIESEL) 

GL58EKH 

JANUARY'09 

TBA 

FLAMENCO RED 

£14,990.00 

• FABIA 2 5DR HATCH 

1.9 TDi 105 BHP (DIESEL) 

GL09APO 

JULY’09 

TBA 

TANGERINE ORANGE 

£9,990.00 

• OCTAVIA AMBIENTE 5DR ESTATE 

2.0 TDi DSG (DIESEL) 

GJ08VAV 

MARCH '08 

TBA 

STORM BLUE 

£11,990.00 

FABIA 3 5DR HATCH 

1.4 16V 85 BHP (PETROL) 

GL57TMU 

DECEMBER '07 

10656 

ANTHRACITE GREY 

£9,290.00 

• OCTAVIA SE5DR ESTATE 

1.9 TDi 105 BHP (DIESEL) 

GK09YFT 

MARCH '09 

TBA 

CAPPUCCINO BEIGE 

£13,390.00 

FABIA 3 5DR HATCH 

1.616V 105 BHP (PETROL) 

GK57YRU 

SEPTEMBER '07 

6039 

BLACK MAGIC 

£9,790.00 

OCTAVIA ELEGANCE 5DR ESTATE 

2.0 TDi 140 BHP (DIESEL) 

GF56DYG 

NOVEMBER '06 


FLAMENCO RED 

£9,990.00 

FABIA CLASSIC 5DR ESTATE 

1.4 MPi 68 BHP (PETROL) 

GK51FWH 

NOVEMBER '01 

73453 

STONE GREY 

£3,490.00 

EX-DEMONSTRATOR • 

REDUCED VEHICLES 






Octavia, L&K, vRS, Scout and 4x4 


tax free and interest free . 


Until 31st January 2010 we've reduced the price on all Octavia models, so it'll 
be like not having to pay the VAT. And with 0% APR ty p IC01 
thrown in on Octavia, L&K, vRS, Scout and 4x4 there's no excuse for 
not popping in to see us. 


For more information 
or to organise a test drive contact us 

Skoda. Manufacturer of happy drivers. 

Model shown is Octavia vRS hatch 2.0T FSI 200bhp at £19,015 RRP including optional metallic paint at £400 RRP. Official fuel consumption in mpg for the Skoda 
range: Urban 19.2 (14.7) - 53.3 (5.3), Extra Urban 38.2 (7.4) - 83.1 (3.4), Combined 28.0 (10.1) - 68.9 (4.1). C0 2 Emissions (g/km) Skoda Range: 109 - 235 

‘Offer is subject to a minimum 50% deposit and is over a two year period. Offer not available in conjunction with scrappage offers. Retail sales only. Indemnities may be required. Subject to status. Available 
for over 18's for orders taken by 31st January 2010. Skoda finance, Freepost Skoda Finance. Subject to vehicle availability. Offer may be varied or withdrawn at any time. Prices are accurate at time of print. 



Sherlodge Garage 

26 Hoath Lane, Wigmore Gillingham, Kent ME8 OSW 


Fabia 3 and Scout now tax and interest free*. 

Until 31st January 2010, we've reduced the price on all Fabia 3 and Scout models so it'll be like not having to pay the VAT. 

This represents a potential customer saving of up to £1,808.48 on the RRP. Prices 
for Fabia 3 start from £10,813.70 RRP and Scout start from £11,518.04 RRP. 

And with 0% APR typi C3 1 thrown 
in there is no excuse for not popping in to see us. 

For more information 
or to organise a test drive contact us 

Skoda. Manufacturer of happy drivers. 

Model shown is a Fabia 3 1.4 16V 85bhp at £12,730 including optional metallic paint at £400 RRP. Official fuel consumption in mpg (litres/lOOkm) for the Fabia Range: 
Urban 27.7 (10.2) - 53.3 (5.3), Extra-urban 47.1 (6.0) - 83.1 (3.4), Combined 37.7 (7.5) - 68.9 (4.1). C0 2 emissions for the Fabia Range 109 - 180g/km. 

*Offer is subject to a minimum 50°/o deposit and is over a two year period. Offer not available in conjunction with scrappage offers. Retail sales only. Indemnities may be required. Subject to status. Available 
for over 18's for orders taken by 31st January 2010. Skoda Finance, Freepost Skoda Finance. Subject to vehicle availability. Offer may be varied or withdrawn at any time. Prices are accurate at time of print. 


01634 377 444 

email: sherlodgew@btconnect.com 
website: www.sherlodgegarage.skoda.co.uk 




HERE’S A WAY TO SAVE HUNDREDS OF 
POUNDS ON THE COST OF MOTORING 


START SAVING TODAY VISIT 

vouchersforkent.co.uk 



A, . < I . : Y ,1 




KOS 



HR BOOK 

OTORS & SERVICING 

YQuchorslorkent.co uk 


Award Winning Company 


If you would like details on how you can include your 
business on vouchersforkent, phone today on 01303 817150. 
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UK car market boosted by 


VAUXHALL INSIGNIA 



VAUXHALL’S Insignia Sports Tourer (estate) 
format was the 2009 European Car of the Year 
and signalled a change of direction by the 
General Motors brand. 

By dumping the old Vectra name and boost¬ 
ing the quality and design content of its replace¬ 
ment, Vauxhall put pressure on the rival Ford 


Mondeo and even some executive marques. 

It has since become the best-selling 
‘family model’ in the mainstream and Vauxhall 
aims for more of the same with the newly- 
launched sixth generation Astra - another 
good-looking car that is also roomy and highly 
competent. 



TOYOTA IQ 


THIS city car outsmarts the Smart two-seati 
Though just a hand span longer, 
can seat four - well, three adul 
and one child in reality - an 
feels solidly built and good 1 
drive. 

At the moment, a premiur 
price deters would-be bu^ 
ers, but they should simpl 
go for a test drive - it couli 
be all the car they need. 



THE cult car of the moment. Inspired by a 
1950s vintage ‘Cinquecento’ the 500 has 
caught the eye and put huge pressure on 
BMW’s own retro star, the Mini. 

The 500 is also cheap to run and nippy 
around town. 

Expect to see even more on 
the road next year after the 
giant BSM driving school 
decided to make the 500 
its main learner car - 
great news for Fiat as 
learner drivers tend to 
go shopping for the car 
they passed in. 


FIAT 5 


NEW car sales were stalled at the start of the year, but there are signs 
that the market is on the move again. 


Economic commentators are still reluctant 
to claim the UK is emerging from recession 
and new car registrations for the year to the 
end of November were nearly nine per cent 
down on 2008. 

But there has been a definite upturn recent¬ 
ly, with November registrations nearly 60 per 
cent better than for the same month in 2008. 

Admittedly, this turnaround was largely due 
to the Government’s Scrappage grant scheme 
launched in May and expected to continue 
until next March. This offers a £2,000 dona¬ 
tion towards a new car for anyone sending 
their old car to the scrapper. 

The idea was to stimulate the embattled 
industry and support the Government’s aim to 
take older ‘gas guzzlers’ off the road. 

Unfortunately, while dealers have benefited 
from extra forecourt traffic, the real winners are 
foreign-based manufacturers of the smaller cars 
favoured by buyers under the Scrappage scheme 
- UK-built cars tend to be bigger models. 


STEVELOADER 


The older cars being crushed are also usual¬ 
ly well-maintained one-two owners-from-new 
examples that would normally have fed 
through to more hard-up buyers, these being 
forced to soldier on with real bangers emitting 
even higher emissions than the cars being 
scrapped. 

However, there is also no doubt that the 
market is benefiting from the buzz of new 
technology and new designs, with performance 
losing out as image, downsizing, eco-friendli- 
ness and outright economy become the key 
selling points. 

We’ve assembled a few of the key models that 
have made 2009 a big year for a fast-changing 
- if not big-selling - UK motor market. 



No turkeys just crackers! 

PLUS £000’S in CASHBACK* 



lip to the value of your Part Exchange 

See our website for full details of cars in stock. 

Available for immediate delivery 



08 08 Renault Megane 1.6 
WT Dynamique 5dr 

Includes Air Conditioning • Electric Front Windows 
Remote Control Central Locking • Alarm • Immobiliser 
Trip Computer • Radio/CD Player • Front Fog Lamps 
Twin Air Bags • ABS • PAS • Traction Control 

■ - Add MRRPNew 

3t£14,270 

against price 
wnen new 


Save £6,271 


Small Cars 

204 in stock 





ITf\ 





Medium Cars 

213 in stock 

Large Cars 

91 in stock 

Sports Cars 

47 in stock 

4x4/Est/MPV 

122 in stock 







Low CO 2 

38 in stock 



Check our Prices, 
they’re cheaper than 
Parker’s Price Guide f 


Cash Price £7,999 

£9,409.64 

36 monthly pQQ /li 
payments 

Deposit £2,899 

“ r9e £1,410.64 

Excess mileage h a _ 

charge per mile 1 

payment' £2,931.88 

Mileage per n 

annum D,UUU 

11.9% APR 


See our website 
for further details 
and where to 
find us. 


our huge^' n l elec,ion of 
competitive prices. 3 ’ 



AutoPlanet Maidstone 

Bircholt Road, Parkwood 
Maidstone, Kent ME15 9XY 


0845 871 5198 

www.kentcarsupermarket.co.uk 


Open Mon - Fri: 9am - 7pm, 

Sat: 9am - 6pm, Sun: 11am - 5pm 


AutoPlanet 

Automotive Retail Group 


all 

makes 
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Scrappage and fresh blood 


JAGUAR XF 




THIS shows that performance is not dead as 
a selling point, though the mid-range Jag’s 
style and obvious class obviously help. 

The German trio - BMW, Audi and 
Mercedes-Benz - must be worried about this 
car, especially as it is available with two silky 
and sporty 3.0-litre diesels, though the XFR 
V8 petrol performance model is the car pic¬ 
tured here. 




HYUNDAI no 


SCRAPPAGE star of the year, but this capable 
little five-door city car does not need a 
£2,000 discount to appeal; it’s good to drive, 
practical and comes with Hyundai’s five- 
year warranty. 


VW GOLF 


TOYOTA has invested huge amounts in 
three generations of its pioneering 
petrol-electric star - probably the 
world’s best-known green car. 

The latest model was 
launched this year 
and, more than ever 
demonstrates it can 
do everything a 
conventional 1 —^ 
equivalent can do 
and be kinder to 
the environment. ■ 


mw BTi 



VOLKSWAGEN’S incredible BlueMotion 
model has such low C02 emissions that 
it falls below the lOOg/km threshold for 
paying road tax. 

The new Golf range impressed gen¬ 
erally when launched at the start 
of 2009, thanks to a terrific 
drivers’ car chassis carried 
over from the previous car 
and a boost in quality and 
refinement over its already- 
competent predecessor. 


FORD FIESTA 





FTK 


ON course to become the UK’s best-selling 
car of 2009, the Fiesta is a rare marriage of 
real style and practicality in the supermini 
class. 

It also introduced an ultra-frugal road tax 
free contender in the form of the ECOnetic 
model - a car for our straitened times. 


Do you want to 
sell your car? 


HOBBS ♦ PARKER 

Car Auctions LLP 


We hold two auctions 
each week selling cars 
from £100 to £20,000. 

We will give you an 
accurate, free valuation. If you are happy 
with our valuation, you can enter your car 
into the auction, and when sold we will pay 
you within 48 hours. 



Sales every monday & Wednesday at 6.30pm 
No more costly adverts! 

Hundreds of buyers every week! 

No more timewasters! 

It's really quick and easy, exciting too! 
Everybody's doing it! 

All major credit cards accepted! 

Open to the trade and the public! 

“The simple way to buy or sell.” 


Commercial Vehicle Auctions 
Thursday 17th December 3.00pm 
& Thursday 14th January 3.00pm 

Then Fortnightly on Thursdays at 3.00pm 
Approx 50 light vans and pick ups 

A well attended and popular 
fortnightly sale 

A selection of entries from Local Authorities, 
Local Companies, Main Dealerships & Others 

Entries Invited 


NOW OPEN 9.00am-11.00am 
SATURDAY FOR ENTRIES 

Hobbs Parker Car Auctions LLP, Orbital Park,Ashford.TN24 OHB 
www.hobbsparker.co.ul</cars 01233 506266 


CarsforKent.co.uk 

The smart way to find a car in the County 



Kent. _ 

Highway 7 
Services 



For information and advice on 
travelling in Kent, go to 
www.kent.gov.uk/highways 



For all our Traffic Regulation Orders, 
please go to page 53 


RA^GE-*R0AD 7 .INDT-E-ST>rHYTHE 

c ?AAS OMPPPfC/Al/r? 

2006 56 SAAB 9-3 1.9TiD Vector Sport, 4 Doors, Manual, Saloon, 
Diesel, 10,5000 miles. Met grey. Heated door mirrors, 
Radio/CD, Rear headrests. Steering wheel reach 
adjustment. Cruise control. Front electric windows. Alloy 
wheels. Immobiliser, Electric door mirrors. Rear electric 
windows, ABS, Sports seats, Front fog lights. Front head 
restraints. Remote central locking. Drivers airbag, Anti 
theft system, Electric mirrors, Alarm, Front armrest, PAS, 
Air con. Central locking, C/C, Foglights, FSH. Sat Nav, 
Mobile phone Bluetooth connection. Buisness Pack. 6 
Speed gearbox. £8,295 

2004 SAAB 9-3 1.9T1D Linear, 4 Doors, Manual, Diesel, 47,000 
miles, Metallic Steel Grey. ABS, Air conditioning. Alarm, 
Alloy wheels. Cloth seat trim. Full Electric Pack, Full 
Service History, Park distance control. Traction control. 
.£7,495 

2005 05 SAAB 9-3 1.8T Linear Sport, 4 Doors, Automatic, Saloon, 

Petrol, 63,277 miles. Metallic Grey, 2 Owners. Cruise 
control. Alloy wheels. Immobiliser, Multi function steering 
wheel, ABS, Cloth seat trim. Full Electric Pack, Reverse 
parking aid, Part Service History, Air conditioning. Climate 
Control, Park distance contro.. £7,295 

2002 52 SAAB 9-5 2.3HOT Aero, 4 Doors, Manual, Saloon, Petrol, 
69,000 miles. Steel Grey. ABS, Alloy wheels. Full Electric 
Pack, Cruise control. Park distance control, Sports seats. 
Traction control. Climate control, In Car Entertainment, 
Warranty, Leather upholstery. Metallic paintwork. Tinted 
glass. £5,495 

2001 Y SAAB 9-3 2.2 TiD SE , 5 Doors, Manual, Hatchback, 
Diesel, 122,000 miles, Metallic blue, 2 Owners. 
Rear wiper, ABS, Air conditioning. Heated door mirrors. 
Alloy wheels. Cruise control, Folding rear seats, 
Immobiliser, Radio/CD, Rear headrests. Steering wheel 
reach adjustment, Front electric windows. Electric door 
mirrors, Rear electric windows. Audio remote control. 
Front head restraints. Front fog lights. Central locking. 
Passenger airbag. Remote central locking, Foglights, 
Drivers airbag. Trip computer. Full Service History, Alarm, 
Climate Control, Cloth upholstery. Headlight washers, 
Body coloured bumpers. Rear armrest, PAS, Child locks, 
Service indicator. Insurance Group: 12. £3,295 

With trained SAAB specialist staff 
we are your only choice for all 
your SAAB repair & MOT needs 


NOW WITH FULL MOT & 1 YEARS BREAKDOWN WARRANTY 
www.banddspecialistcars.co.uk 01303 264700 


To advertise in this section 

B01892616103 
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OIM’T MISS OUT! 


Right now at Invicta Motors 
selected Brand New Fords 

period only you will 
on the new list price, meaning 
a cash saving of up to £3198. 
So, not only will you 

due on January 
1st 2010, BUT YOU WILL PAY 
NO VAT WHATSOEVER! 


Brand New Ford 
Fiesta 1.25 
Zetec 
5dr 


Brand New Ford 
Kuga 2.0 .,A 

TDCi 

Zetec 

awd J 




SAVING 


REDUCED PRICE 


YOUR VAT FREE SAVING 


REDUCED PRICE 


YOUR VAT I 


£ 11,300 £ 1,695 £ 19,295 £ 2,894 


This offer will save you thousands of pounds on your next new Ford, 
so CALL NOW before our VAT FREE money runs out! 


R 3 VIEWTHIS CAR ONLINE 


Where you see this symbol you can view a short 
video of this car online at www.invictamotors.com 


To browse our entire group stock visit - www.invictamotors.com 


Invicta Ford 

For a better motoring experience 


Orbital Park, Ashford TN24 OHT 
Telephone: 0844 856 4127 
59 Sturry Road, Canterbury CT11DR 
Telephone: 0844 856 4130 
Margate Road .Westwood, Thanet CT12 6SJ 
Telephone: 0844 856 4133 

Low cost call 


) Motability 


• GO ONLINE 
AND... 

£2 Get your vehicle valued. 
£2 Book your Service. 

£2 View live videos of 
our stock 

£2 View over 3000 vehicles 
in group stock 


OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK MON-FRI 8.30am-7.00pm SAT 8.30am-5.30pm SUN 10.00am-4.00pm 


To advertise in this section 

B 01892 616103 



Express Garage Ltd 


227 Sea Street, Heme Bay 

Telephone: 01227 364077 


DAIHATSU 



"Approved 

Repairer" 


SKODA 

06 (06) Octavia Classic TDi White PAS Twin Air Bag ABS One Owner, 121,000 miles. £3995 


07 (07) Octavia Elegance TDi PD 2.0 Blue ABS PAS FSH, 189,000 miles. £10795 

05 (55) Octavia L+K TDi DSG Auto Red PAS ABS FSH One Owner, 55,000 miles. £8995 


08 (08) Fabia 1.2 One Red PAS ABS A.C reverse camera, FSH, 57,000 miles . £7195 

DAIHATSU 

07 (57) Siron 1.0S Mint Blue, PAS, AB,S A/C, One owner, FSH, 15,100 miles... £6495 
05 (55) Sirion 1.3 SE Green, PAS, ABS Alloys A/C Twin Airbags 1 Owner, 11,000 miles. £5995 


97 (R) Hi Jet 1.0 Grey, 6 Seater 61,000 miles. £1595 

05 (05) Serion 1.3 SE Green PAS ABS Alloy FSH, 17,000 miles. £5695 

PROTON 


08 (58) Gen-21.6 GSX LP6 Passion Blue PAS Leather Int Ex Demo 3,000 miles.. £8995 
07 (57) Gen-2 1.6 GLS Passion Blue PAS ABS A/C Ex Demo 3,000 miles... £6995 
06 (06) Gen-2 GLS Auto Black PAS ABS Leather Int one Owner FSH 3,000 miles... £5295 
06 (05) Gen-2 1.6 Blue, PAS, ABS, Alloys, One Owner FSH 15,000 miles... £4995 
07 (07) Savvy Style Auto 1.2 Silver, PAS ABS A/C One Owner FSH 19,000 miles.... £4995 
OTHER MAKES 


03 (53) Smart City Passion Auto Silver One Owner 10,000 miles. £4695 

05 (55) Suzuki 1.3 GL Met Grey, PAS Roof Rails, Alloys, FSH, One Owner 31,000 miles.. £3995 

02 (02) Vauxhall Agila 1.2 Red PAS 78,000 miles. £2395 

02 (52) Peugeot 206 xsi 3 Dr, Blue, PAS ABS A/C, 38,000 miles. £3995 

09 (09) Hyundai 120 5 Dr, Hatch, Grey Metallic, PAS ABS A/C, One Owner 3,700 miles .£8995 

06 (56) Hyundai Getz 1.1 Atlantie, PAS ABS A/C, 22000 miles One owner_ £4995 

56 (06) Kia Picanto Zip Red, PAS, ABS Sun Roof 21,000 miles. £4595 

03 (03) Rover 2Si Blue, 5 Dr PAS, A/C, 47,000 miles. £2395 


SAVE MONEY ON FUEL - 
SEE THE GEN-2 ECOLOGIC (LPG) 


WARRANTY AVAILABLE 


I . Motabilityl 


View all used cars at www.expressgarage.co.uk 




off used cars for 
December 2009 only 


rniaidstonekia.co.uk 

I 01732 878950 

675 London Road, Ditton, Maidstone ME20 6DF 


Sell your car free online CarsforKent.co.uk 


For private advertisers, selling up to £4,000 
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Bluewater surge as 
confidence returns 


SALES last month at Kent’s giant 
Bluewater shopping centre outper¬ 
formed a recession-hit UK for the 
second consecutive month, writes 
Andy Rogers. 

Stores reported a five per cent increase in 
sales against November, 2008, although it was 
a month of two halves. The latter fortnight 
showed a Christmas shopping surge and 
record-breaking flourish over the final four 
days. 

All categories did well, but the leaders were 
jewellery (up 15 per cent), travel - where a 
staggering 102 per cent rise was fuelled by a 
new Kuoni shop - and Trig ticket’ electrical 
goods such as TVs and audio systems, which 
rose 15 per cent in the light of the January 
return to 17.5 per cent VAT. 

General manager Andrew Parkinson said: 
“The second consecutive month of growth at 
Bluewater suggests consumer confidence is 
returning. 

“While guests are spending more, they are 
spending smartly, avoiding the VAT increase 
by buying more expensive items now, for 



FOOTFALL: Bluewater is breaking records 


example. They are also utilising retailer offers, 
such as the three-for-two type promotions.” 

The positive news from Bluewater follows 
John Lewis confirming that the branch there 
is the number one performer in its UK chain 
for the trading half-year to date. 

David Barford, director of selling operations, 
said: “We are delighted with the performance 


of our Bluewater branch, which keeps break¬ 
ing sales records. Last week, for example, was 
Bluewater’s best ever, with a 22.5 per cent 
increase in sales compared with the same 
week last year. Driving Bluewater’s success is 
the £22 million refurbishment and the cre¬ 
ation of the John Lewis food hall from 
Waitrose, which has exceeded expectations 
and attracted new customers.” 

Bluewater’s role as a day-out destination 
was underlined by a five per cent increase in 
restaurant sales and 84 per cent growth in 
sales at the site’s Winter Wonderland com¬ 
pared with November, 2008. 

Mr Parkinson said Christmas always brings 
visitors from further away who make the most 
of food outlets and the Winter Wonderland. 

He added: “We are also seeing new behav¬ 
iour this year. Catering sales in the morning, 
for example, are up as people arrive for break¬ 
fast before the stores open at 9am. Evening 
catering has also increased.” 

He predicted a changed pattern in the final 
run-up to Christmas, with a surge in fashion 
sales as shops begin discount sales, and more 
impulse buying, helped by 29 recent store 
openings and 39 refurbishments. 


Downing Street sends for Oil Drum 


HYDROGEN technology developed by Canterbury- 
based Oil Drum led to the chief executive meeting 
Prime Minister Gordon Brown. 

The PM invited Darryl Watts to the UK low-carbon 
innovation and partnership networking at 10 Downing 
Street following Oil Drum’s success in licensing its 
Save-Fuel On Demand Hydrogen Generator globally. 

“Walking through the big black door at Number 10 
was very exciting, if a little intimidating,” said Mr 
Watts. 

“The Government has recognised the potential of 
green low-carbon technologies, not only in terms of cre¬ 
ating jobs and businesses, but also helping to tackle the 


big issue we all face - climate change. We have worked 
hard to open up international markets and are close to 
agreeing licences for our technology in many countries 
which are heavy users of diesel engines.” 

The patented Save-Fuel system is a compact hydro¬ 
gen-generating unit that can be retro-fitted to a truck or 
bus and powered by the vehicle’s own power source. The 
hydrogen is introduced before the combustion process, 
boosting efficiency to cut fuel consumption by more 
than 10 per cent and C02 and hydrocarbon emissions 
to zero. 

Oil Drum’s latest international licence was signed 
with Belgian company Automotive Ecology. 



Faster trains will 
speed investment 

FULL high-speed train services from Kent into 
London launched this week, prompting 
upbeat forecasts from Locate in Kent. 

The investment promotion agency’s chief 
executive, Paul Wookey, said: “We expect 
interest in the county to grow with the full 
launch of services. 

“And with 47 per cent of respondents to one 
of our surveys believing it will encourage fur¬ 
ther investment in Kent, the county’s busi¬ 
nesses think so, too.” 

Locate in Kent is also running a ‘Kent. 
Closer than you think’ campaign jointly with 
Ashford’s Future, Kent County Council, Kent 
Thameside Regeneration Partnership, 
Medway Council and train operator 
Southeastern, to alert businesses to the serv¬ 
ice and Kent’s office and operational cost 
benefit - up to 60 per cent lower than 
London’s. 

Tony Parson, director of London property 
developer Trenport Investments, said: “This is 
a most impressive service that puts Kent firm¬ 
ly on the map.” 

‘Extraordinary’ 

Mike Scott, partner at Tunbridge Wells law 
firm Cripps Harries Hall LLP, said: “It was 
extraordinary to leave St Pancras one minute 
and find yourself beyond the M25 before 
you’d had a chance to look out the window.” 

East Kent will also benefit from much short¬ 
er journey times to London. Ramsgate and 
Margate are now 80 and 91 minutes away. 

Jo Shockley, of the Royal Institution of 
Chartered Surveyors, said: “This service 
makes it possible for people working in central 
London to live in the rural idyll of east Kent 
and enjoy a high quality of life there. 

“Instead of a long commute, the office will 
be just minutes away. We hope this opens up 
a prosperous and successful future for Kent 
and makes a real difference to its relationship 
with London.” 

• Folkestone-based collectables company, 
Buckingham Covers, has marked the new 
service with an official souvenir. 

It was chosen by Southeastern to create a 
limited edition cover (collectable envelope). 

Just 250 were created with Southeastern’s 
logo, an exclusive stamp issued for the occa¬ 
sion and postmarked at St Pancras on the day 
the new trains began full operations. 

Most covers were pre-booked by collectors, 
but a small number are available to buy at 
£12.95. 
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By ANDY ROGERS 


Charities bank on 

innovative 

operation 


editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 


KENT-based Charity Bank just 
can’t stop winning awards. 

It was the only victor at KOS Media’s inau¬ 
gural £1 Million Business Challenge Awards 
to walk away with two category wins - for 
Employer and for Innovation. 

Judges praised the bank then for its 
groundbreaking business model at a time 
when financial institutions faced immense 
criticism, while its record as an employer 
was clear from “the strength and passion of 
its staffs comments”. 

It has since had its innovation recognised 
again by two awards from the Institute of 


£1 MILLION 

BUSINESS 

CHALLENGE 


To view, search ‘Charity Bank’ 

@ yourkenttv.co.uk 



s 


^ Julie Maddocks reports on the 
work of Business Challenge 
— award winner Charity Bank 


Financial Services (IFS): for Most Effective 
Partnership Strategy and Most Innovative 
Customer Experience Programme. 

The bank, which has its head office in 
Tonbridge High Street, is a unique operation 
using depositors’ money to provide afford¬ 
able loan finance and advice solely to chari¬ 
ties, voluntary organisations, community 
and social enterprises across the UK. 

It particularly impressed judges with its 
‘Different Journeys’ initiative, where it takes 
its depositors to meet local borrowers in their 
area. 

The IFS judges were also impressed with 
the bank’s partnership with Yorkshire 
Forward; the regional development agency 
helped Charity Bank set up an office in 
Leeds to support organisations in the 
Yorkshire/Humber region. 

Charity Bank chief executive Malcolm 
Hayday said: “We are honoured to have this 
recognition of our work. 

“It’s testimony to the passion and commit¬ 
ment of the team, who want to make a differ¬ 
ence, by making creative use of people’s sav¬ 
ings, in order to help charities deliver the 
best service they can to communities across 
the UK.” 

Charity Bank was established in 2002 and 
is the only regulated bank that is also a reg¬ 
istered general charity. It has grown year on 
year - its balance sheet is now about £60m - 
and has invested in community activities 
including the arts, sustainable development 
and recycling, drug and alcohol rehabilita¬ 
tion and faith projects. 

It gained tangible support from its KOS 
Media Business Challenge wins. The two tro¬ 
phies also came with nearly £200,000 of 
advertising and marketing spend with the 
print and web media group, publisher of the 
Kent and Tunbridge Wells on Saturday 
Sunday papers, the Yourlocals midweek 



WELL DONE: Malcolm Hayday is con¬ 
gratulated by Andrea Stannard of Cardy 
Construction during the awards night 

series and the www.kentnews.co.uk web- 
site.Mr Hayday said at the awards night: 
“Even for a bank like us it is very difficult 
to get the column inches against the big 
commercial banks that spend millions on 
advertising. 

“We haven’t got those resources, so to win 
this is a tremendous fillip for us and for the 
whole of team.” 

On adding the KOS Media Employer 
award, he said: “This one is for the staff. It 
is they who won it. Without the staff 
Charity Bank is nothing, frankly.” 


Hands On stays 
clean and green 

HANDS On - a Kent-based hand car wash 
firm that is now the largest of its type in 
Europe - has taken an award-winning ‘clean 
and green’ stance. 

From its headquarters in Ebbsfleet it runs 
car wash, trolley collection, car park mar¬ 
shalling and other services for 200 shopping 
centres and supermarkets up and down the 
UK, but has sought to raise its environmental 
profile. 

It started by 
launching a new 
approach to car 
washing, using spe¬ 
cially designed 
micro-fibre cleaning 
materials to retain 
water and draw dirt 
into their fibres. 

Hands On claims 
it provides the 
same clean finish 
yet cuts water con¬ 
sumption by more 
than 60 per cent. 

The move has 
already earned three awards: a Green Apple 
for Environmental Best Practice, Green Mark 
Level One accreditation - a recognised green 
credential and platform for ISO 14001 status - 
and the Green Hero Award, which helps 
organisations save money by reducing costs 
through energy saving techniques and green 
policies. 

The company will also feature in the next 
Green Book, the environmental ‘bible’, and has 
signed up to the new Green Achiever scheme 
developed by E4environment, encouraging 
companies to undertake a gradually escalat¬ 
ing route to best green practice. 

Commercial director Robert Dine said of 
Green Achiever: “It allows us to show busi¬ 
nesses and potential customers that we are 
doing our bit to help the environment. 

“Green Achiever is a very positive step with 
realistic, sustainable targets set by us that 
customers and suppliers can understand.” 

Mandy Stoker, director at E4environment, 
said: “People are becoming increasingly vocal 
about what they expect from retailers and 
manufacturers, for example, less packaging 
and more recyclable products and packaging, 
as well as services and products that are envi¬ 
ronmentally friendly.” 



Think global, but buy local 



THIS week’s UN climate change summit 
showed how difficult it is to achieve unity on 
global warming, writes Pat Crawford. 

Adding to the pressure is the forecast there 
will be three billion more people to feed by 
2050. Global warming and population pose a 
huge challenge, yet any country taking uni¬ 
lateral action would be disadvantaged. 

So it is heartening that more people are 
considering their lifestyle and taking action. 

Five years ago, the term ‘local food’ was 
rarely heard but, conscious of the urgency to 
cut ‘food miles’ to reduce carbon emissions, 
more of us opt to buy British. 

The UK has the ability to become far more 
self-supporting in food production, but we 
have a chicken-and-egg-situation (no pun 
intended) to overcome first. Not long ago, our 
farmers and growers went through a tough 
time. Things are looking up, but we need to go 
on increasing confidence in the sector by buy¬ 
ing seasonally available British food. 

And consumers have the power to ensure it 
happens. A lot of moaning goes on about the 
power of the supermarkets, but rather than 
creating demand, they react to it. If con¬ 
sumers demand British-produced food, 
supermarkets will be stocked accordingly. 

But we cannot increase food production 
unless we have a highly trained and skilled 
workforce and the farming industry is 
already recording skill shortages in certain 


sectors. This relates to farming becoming 
‘unfashionable’ during the bad years, but it is 
making a comeback and encouraging more 
new entrants, looking for careers that com¬ 
bine opportunities with a unique lifestyle. 

■ GROWING demand from clients for 
locally produced food and drink 
has prompted a Kent conference venue 
to sign a deal with the county’s leading 
English wine producer, adds Andy Rogers. 

Pines Calyx, at St Margaret’s, near 
Dover, has asked Tenterden-based 
Chapel Down Winery to supply its 
award-winning wines for conferences, 
weddings and events. 

Louise Kjaertinge of Pines Calyx said: 
“There’s been an increase in delegates 
and event-bookers asking for Kent-pro¬ 
duced food and drink. Chapel Down 
was the obvious choice and the wines 
have been a huge success. We also want¬ 
ed to extend our beer offering and the 
winery produces three bottled beers.” 

Pines Calyx plans to add more Kent 
suppliers in 2010. Ms Kjaertinge said: 
“We already have local preferred suppli¬ 
ers, including Black Pig butchers, 
Kingsdown Water and Core Juice.” 

She also revealed plans for a commu¬ 
nity farm and making land available for 
food production in the Pines Garden. 
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The cake’s progress 

FATE took a hand when luxury cake maker Wendy Douglas Sinclair 
donated a festive creation for the Christmas raffle at her daughter’s 
school in Aldington, near Ashford. 

The winner kindly donated it to another draw at a local church - 
and Wendy couldn’t believe it when she won the cake back. 

“My children, Lottie and Fergus were a bit miffed to see the cake 
leave the house in the first place, but were thrilled when fate took a 
hand and returned it, just in time for Christmas,” said Wendy. 

The cake - known as ‘Chocolate Fireplace’ because the central 
feature is solid chocolate - is one of an offbeat series by Wendy who 
recently set up Absolutely Caking-lt in response to what she saw as 
a niche for bespoke premium cakes for special occasions and 
events. 

“I’ve had a passion for baking since I was knee high,” said Wendy. 
“But I’ve become more interested in the creative opportunities from 
decorating, using lots of different edible things - the Christmas tree 
on this one is an ice-cream cone. 

“I try to ensure there is something for everyone in my cakes and 
part of the fun is discussing with customers exactly what they want 
to see and enjoy from cakes they order.” 

Absolutely Caking-lt is listed on Facebook and will soon to have 
its own website. Wendy said the start-up idea came from baking 
spectacular cakes for friends and relatives, including a recent land¬ 
mark birthday for actor husband Andrew, whose credits include 11 
years with the Hoi by City TV series. 



WAIT FOR IT: Wendy 
Douglas Sinclair with 
Chocolate Fireplace 


Three cheers for growth 


NEW jobs figures paint the 
strongest overall growth figures for 
more than two years, writes Andy 
Rogers. 

The Recruitment and Employment 
Confederation (REC) and KPMG Report on 
Jobs uses recruitment consultancy data for 
what is claimed to be the most comprehensive 
guide to the UK labour market - and the 
result for November showed three promising 
trends: 

• Growth of permanent staff appointments 
was the strongest since July, 2007. 

• Temp billings rose at the sharpest rate for 19 
months. 


• Permanent salaries increased for the first 
time in 15 months. 

Nursing/medical/care was the most in- 
demand category of permanent staff, while 
engineering/construction employees were the 
most sought-after temps. 

The rise in staff salaries was modest though, 
and countered by a further fall in hourly rates 
of pay for temporary/contract employees. 

REC chief executive Kevin Green said: “This 
is very positive news. November’s figures show 
the fastest rise in permanent jobs for 28 
months. Employers in nearly all sectors are 
lifting recruitment freezes and starting to hire 
again. Flexibility in the UK’s labour market 
has proved effective in ensuring unemploy¬ 
ment has not reached the levels experienced 


by some of our international competitors. 

“While UK output has shrunk by 5.9 per cent, 
employment has declined by only two per cent. 

“Despite the positive signs, the Government 
needs to do more - particularly to help the one 
million 18 to 24-year-olds out of work.” 

KPMG partner Bernard Brown said: 
“Looking at the latest data one might get the 
impression the recession is over. 

“Confidence has definitely returned to the 
private sector and the UK jobs market looks 
healthier than at any time in the last two-and- 
a-half years. 

“However, we are still to see the impact of 
the Government’s anticipated public sector 
cuts on the jobs market, which will play out 
over the next 12 to 18 months.” 


Stick to the limit with staff Christmas party 


EMPLOYERS haved been warned about ‘one 
too many’ at Christmas staff parties - not that 
extra tipple, but a penny too many on this fes¬ 
tive staff perk. 

The consequence of exceeding the £150 per 
head tax-free limit on food and drink, accom¬ 
modation and any transport - if paid by the 
company - is that staff and employer alike 
become liable for the full amount on their tax 
and National Insurance bills. The party-poop¬ 


ing news comes from the Institute of 
Chartered Accountants of England and Wales, 
though it does point out that the office ‘do’ 
could be a timely morale booster if firms don’t 
go over the limit. 

“Businesses should make the most of the 
tax-free amount and not just resort to putting 
up cheap tinsel in the office and offering plates 
of pretzels and soft drinks,” said ICAEW offi¬ 
cial Anita Monteith. 


“It has been a tough time for many business¬ 
es and staff are probably in need of having 
their spirits raised. 

“A Christmas party is a real morale boost 
and rewards the work staff put in over the 
year. 

“It’s a good way for businesses to show 
appreciation for their employees’ contributions 
and encourages their commitment and ongo¬ 
ing efforts.” 


■ POOR weather and the recession has 
failed to trim the ambition of 
Maidstone lawn treatment business 
GreenThumb. 

Jim Gray and David Hayter launched it 
10 years ago and report that business is 
booming as cash-strapped homeowners in 
the county invest in their lawns rather 
than move home or take expensive 
holidays. 

GreenThumb employs 10 people and has 
defied the slump by growing more than 20 
per cent this year, with more expected in 
2010 judging by inquiries. 

Jim said: “In most cases our treatments 
cost less than people will spend on products 
in DIY stores, so we’ve picked up a good 
deal of business in the slump.” 

The company tends more than 5,600 
lawns throughout Maidstone and Medway 
and is also working flat out to repair lawns 
scorched by the summer drought. 

GreenThumb in Maidstone is part of a 
200-strong nationwide franchise and won 
the network’s Business Development of the 
Year award for 2009. GreenThumb market¬ 
ing manager David Collison said: “It’s a 
tremendous achievement and shows how a 
good business model can thrive even in 
tough economic times.” 

■ VAT-registered businesses in Kent 
are being urged to get ready now 
for major changes to return filing and 
payment arriving on April 1,2010. 

Those with an annual turnover of 
£100,000 or more (excluding VAT) will 
have to file their VAT returns online 
and pay VAT electronically, as will any 
business registering on or after April 
1, 2010, whatever their turnover. 

■ COUTTS & Co’s Tunbridge Wells 
team raised more than £5,000 for the 
Prince’s Trust by hosting a Christmas 
reception and charity auction for more than 
100 local clients and contacts. 

The event at Coutts’ office at Wellington 
Gate, Church Road, was both a thank you 
to clients and a fund-raiser for the trust’s 
work providing training and development 
opportunities for unemployed and disad¬ 
vantaged young people. 

Many clients and local businesses donat¬ 
ed auction lots such as an Aston Martin 
driving experience, a Champneys Spa 
Party for 12, a private fragrance consulta¬ 
tion with world renowned perfumer Roja 
Dove and lunches. 

Coutts’ spokesman John Goss said: 
“Events such as these are very important 
to us. Not only do they give our clients and 
ourselves an opportunity to contribute 
towards the initiatives of good causes in the 
festive season, but it also provides an excel¬ 
lent opportunity for our clients to network 
with each other, providing further opportu¬ 
nity to build on their business links locally.” 
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CATCH-UP: Hythe (in red) have three games 
in hand over main rivals Faversham 


Hythe hunting 
points to boost 
promotion bid 



THREE points for Hythe Town could prove 
vital today if they wish to be contenders for the 
Kent League title this season. 

Scott Porter’s side have been playing catch¬ 
up for the majority of the season due to com¬ 
mitments in the FA Cup, FA Vase and the Kent 
League Premier Division Cup. 

Going into this afternoon’s trip to 
Lordswood, Town are 16 points adrift of 
league leaders Faversham Town, but have 
three games in hand. 

Although Town are unbeaten in their last 
five games, goals have been scarce in the last 
two weeks following consecutive goalless 
draws against Deal Town and Tunbridge Wells. 

Goal drought 

Porter will hope his side can find their shoot¬ 
ing boots again to end the goal drought and 
pick up a valuable three points. 

Arguably the tie of the day is at Park View 
Road, where third-placed Sevenoaks Town 
meet the hosts, fourth-placed Erith & 
Belvedere. 

Both sides have accrued 24 points this season 
and sit poised for a title push. The two sides 
have boosted their resources this month, with 
veteran striker Walid Mat at a joining the 
Deres and Tony Atkins and Badar Mohammed 
joining Town. 

League leaders Faversham continue to be the 
team to beat after a relatively comfortable 3-0 
win against Sevenoaks Town last time out. 
Today they host mid-table Deal Town, who are 
unbeaten in their last three games. 

Second-placed Heme Bay could close the gap 
to Justin Luchford’s Faversham, if they can 
find a way past Holmesdale. 

KENT LEAGUE FIXTURES 

TODAY 

(All games kick-off at 3pm unless otherwise stated): 
KENT LEAGUE PREMIER DIVISION: Corinthian v 
Beckenham Town, Erith & Belvedere v Sevenoaks Town, 
Faversham v Deal Town, Holmesdale v Herne Bay (2pm), 
Lordswood v Hythe Town, Norton Sports v Erith Town, 
Tunbridge Wells v Greenwich Borough 
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Teams seek festive cheer 


RYMAN PREMIER DIVISION 

AFC Hornchurch v Tonbridge Angels 

TONBRIDGE Angels’ promo¬ 
tion hopes have been dented 
* after losing three of their last 
four league games, but a win today could ele¬ 
vate them back in the play-off frame. 

Tommy Warrilow’s side have been under- 
performing of late and this afternoon’s trip 
to AFC Hornchurch will provide a tough 
challenge, as they head into the match 
unbeaten in their last five games. 

Warrilow welcomes back Paul Booth 
from suspension, but Carl Rook misses the 
game having accrued five yellow cards. 
New signing Akwasi Edusei is in con¬ 
tention for a start. 


■ 


Carshalton Athletic v Maidstone United 

THE form book shows 
Maidstone United are bottom of 
the league, making a win this 
afternoon all the more vital as they head into 
a busy Christmas period. 

The Stones’ last league win came on 
November 17 against Sutton United. Since 
then inconsistency has plagued Alan Walker 
and Lloyd Hume’s side, which has seen them 
slip to 14th in the table. 

Today’s opponents, Carshalton, have also 
struggled this season, but the Surrey side 
are always dangerous with striker Richard 
Jolly, who has finished the league’s top 
scorer for three of the last four seasons, lead¬ 
ing their attack. 

Cray Wanderers v Aveley 

. CRAY Wanderers’ run of good 
* 13 4 form came to a shuddering halt 

" — last week in a 3-1 defeat to 

Harrow Borough, but Ian Jenkins will hope 
his side only suffered a blip as they face 
in-from Aveley. 

Jenkins’ side, who also lost 2-0 to smug¬ 
glers Bognor Regis Town in midweek, have 
stormed up to 17th in the table after a 
lengthy spell in the relegation zone but will 
face a challenge in Aveley, who have won 
their last two games. 

Horsham v Dartford 

LEAGUE leaders Dartford could 
, - / move 12 points clear of their 
^ nearest rivals if they can find a 
way past play-off challengers Horsham. 

Tony Burman’s Darts have suffered a blip 
in relative terms, with a defeat against AFC 
Hornchurch this month. However, last week 
they returned to form with a 2-1 win against 
Waltham Abbey. 

Jay May could return to the side after 
missing last week’s game with a knee injury. 



STRUGGLE: Tonbridge Angels (left) have lost their last three games and Margate (right) 
have yet to win at Hartsdown Park under the leadership of new boss Mark Butler 


from their defensive errors in time for the 
visit of Sutton United. 

Joe Healy should return to the side after 
missing last week’s game and Charlie Read, 
on-loan from Ebbsfleet United, could be in 
contention for a place in defence. 

RYMAN DIVISION ONE SOUTH 

Ashford Town v Croydon Athletic 

WITH his side five points adrift 
of safety in the relegation zone, 
W Ashford boss Steve Lovell is 
desperate to pick up a win going into a hec¬ 
tic Christmas period. 

Town have struggled for form this season 
and are without a league win since October. 
Lovell is hoping to bring a couple of new 
faces for the clash against Croydon, who 
thrashed Ashford 7-0 on the opening day of 
the season. 

Chatham Town v Godaiming Town 

. t > L CHATHAM Town look to head 
* . * into the Christmas period on 

^ the verge of the play-off posi¬ 
tions if they can beat high-flying Godaiming 
Town today. 

Godaiming suffered a shock defeat to lowly 
Whitstable Town last week and will be des¬ 
perate to bounce back. 

Chats defender Ben Payne is available 
after completing a two-game suspension, but 
defender Cedric Ngakam is likely to start 
instead of the former Sittingboume man. 


Margate v Sutton United 

BO ^ * MARGATE boss Mark Butler is 
f determined to record his first 
home win since taking charge 
after throwing away three points against 
Harrow Borough in their last fixture at 
Hartsdown Park. 

The Blues stormed into a 2-0 lead before 
being pegged back by Borough who earned a 
point. Butler is hoping his side have learnt 


Dulwich Hamlet v Folkestone Invicta 

NEIL Cugley is set to name an 
Jrl unchanged starting XI for the 
^ 11th game in a row with his 
side looking to extend their lead to seven 
points. 

Folkestone have been the team to beat in 
the division after recording a 13-game 
unbeaten run that stretches back to 
September. 

Striker Jimmy Dryden will start on the 
bench, but is likely to be involved. 


Fleet Town v Ramsgate 

JIM Ward could risk key player 
Warren Schulz for today’s clash 
^ with play-off rivals Fleet Town. 
Skipper Schulz has been sidelined with 
injury, but Ward has admitted he may be 
forced to play the midfielder against Fleet to 
keep the good run of form going. Ward has 
also got to decide who to hand the number 
one jersey to, Sam Mott or Danny Twyman. 

Whitstable Town v Burgess Hill Town 

t x STUART Vahid, Dan Whisker 
A and Dan Dolton could all return 

to the starting line-up after 
being caught up in an accident on the 
Thanet Way last week. 

In their absence, the Oystermen secured 
one of their best results of the seasons, with 
a 1-0 victory against Godaiming Town. 
Manager Mark Munday will be calling for a 
similar performance this afternoon. 

Whyteleafe v Sittingboume 

INCONSISTENCY and post¬ 
ponements have disrupted 
Sittingboume, who will be keen 
to enter the Christmas schedule on a high. 

The Brickies have recorded back-to-back 
wins just once this season and manager 
Gary Abbott will be hoping his small squad 
can secure a win to keep them in touching 
distance of the top 10. 

Abbott is expected to name an unchanged 
side for the game. 

NON-LEAGUE FIXTURES 

TODAY 

(All games kick-off at 3pm unless otherwise stated): 
RYMAN PREMIER DIVISION: AFC Hornchurch v 
Tonbridge Angels; Carshalton Athletic v Maidstone United; 
Cray Wanderers v Aveley; Horsham v Dartford; Margate v 
Sutton United 

RYMAN DIVISION ONE SOUTH: Ashford Town v Croydon 
Athletic; Chatham Town v Godaiming Town; Dulwich Hamlet 
v Folkestone Invicta; Fleet Town v Ramsgate; Whitstable 
Town v Burgess Hill Town; Whyteleafe v Sittingboume 


online TVjas it happens 


Watch the latest web TV sport news and actior kentnews.co.uk 
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Belgian run 

Lotto race big chance for runners 


By TOM HOWARD 



MAIN HOPE: Andy Combs of Tonbridge is 
in good form ahead of under-20 race 


SEVERAL athletes from 
Tonbridge Athletic Club head to 
Belgium this weekend to take 
part in the IAAF Cross Country 
League Lotto Cross Cup. 

With the cross-country season heading 
into a break, 23 athletes from the Tonbridge 
club will end 2009 by testing themselves 
against some of the best runners in the 
world in Brussels. 

The event, held on Sunday, is the third of 
12 meetings on the IAAF Cross Country 
League and will see stars from the tradi¬ 
tional powerhouses - Kenya and Ethiopia - 
compete for glory 

Tonbridge’s main hope for success is in the 
under-20 race where the highly-rated Andy 
Combs hopes to fulfill his potential. 

The 19-year-old has been in a rich vein of 
form this year, winning the National Junior 
Athletic Championships and the Kent 
Schools Championships. 

Combs eclipsed those results earlier this 


month, by finishing second overall in the 
men’s senior race in the third round of 
the Kent Cross Country League at Bexley’s 
Danson Park. 

He will be joined by fellow Tonbridge ath¬ 
lete Josh Bentham, who has also enjoyed a 
successful season, winning the under-17 
1500m Inter Counties Championship. 

The club will have a number of promising 
young athletes taking part in the junior 
event held over a 4000m course. 

National cross-country U15 bronze 
medalist, Corey De’Ath, and U13 national 
champion, George Duggan, will both be 
aiming for honours. 

The club’s youth cross-country manager, 
Mark Hookway, believes the event in 
Brussels will help the younger athletes 
develop and learn to cope with larger scale 
events. 

He said: “We’re all looking forward to the 
trip as it’s a great course and should be a 
treat for everyone. It’s a great learning 
curve for the younger athletes. 

“They will also get the chance to run 
against some top runners and learn how to 
deal with crowds, as cross-country is well 
supported in Belgium.” 


Sevenoaks set to go for 
indoor title ‘in a big way’ 


SEVENOAKS 
HOCKEY ROUND-UP 


SEVENOAKS take their first steps in the 
world of senior men’s indoor hockey today as 
they travel to Eastleigh to compete for a place 
in the National League. 

Fleming Park plays host to the Southern 
qualifying section, with eight teams split into 
two pools and two sides progressing into 
Division 2 South in January. 

Sevenoaks will be up against Winchester, 
Old Georgians and University of Chichester 
and player-coach Pete Turner believes it could 
be a huge day for the club. 

He said: “We’re going for it in a big way - 
we’ve set a target of trying to get into this tour¬ 
nament and beyond. These qualifiers are a bit 
of a lottery but, individually, we are very good. 

“Lots of people still don’t recognise 
Sevenoaks as a national league side so this is 
another way to get our name on the map and 
to recruit new players.” 


SEVENOAKS HOCKEY FIXTURES 

TODAY 

MEN: Crawley v Sevenoaks 4th XI (12pm); Sevenoaks 6th XI 
v Folkestone 6th XI; Sevenoaks Shadows v Old Mid 
Whitgiftians 3rd XI (12pm) 

LADIES: Marden Russets 1st XI v Sevenoaks 4th XI 


The ladies’ 1st XI concluded 2009 with a dra¬ 
matic, but ultimately disappointing Kent Cup 
tie against Maidstone at Holly Bush Lane. 

There was an unfathomable sluggishness 
about Oaks’ first-half play and they found 
themselves 2-0 down in a matter of minutes. 

Despite having their fair share of possession, 
the hosts were unable to penetrate and looked 
susceptible to the counter-attack every time 
Maidstone regained the ball. 

The visitors were clinical as they charged 
into a 5-0 half-time lead and the tie appeared 
dead and buried. Not until midway through 
the second period did Sevenoaks come to life, 
with captain Fiona Harland netting a hat- 
trick and Beth Begg making it 5-4 late on to 
conclude the scoring. 



NEW ADVENTURE: Sevenoaks are aiming 
for indoor success at Eastleigh 



BIG WIN: Tunbridge Wells ladies beat 
high-flyers St Albans last week 

Wells ladies 
end year on 
a high note 


TUNBRIDGE WELLS 
HOCKEY ROUND-UP 


TUNBRIDGE Wells will begin their prepa¬ 
rations for the second half of the season now 
as the outdoor hockey season stops for its 
winter break. 

The club’s ladies 1st XI entered the winter 
break on a high with an impressive 1-0 win 
against high-flying St Albans last week. 

The victory, which came courtesy of skip¬ 
per Jen Hunt’s strike, has firmly put them 
in the race for the title. 

With 13 points separating the top five 
teams in the table, Wells, in fifth, have plen¬ 
ty of games to impose themselves on the title 
race. The ladies resume their East Women’s 
League Division One South campaign on 
January 9, with a trip to lowly Waltham 
Forest. 

The men’s 1st XI will have some thinking 
to do over the holidays, after finishing the 
first half of the season with a crushing 8-0 
defeat to Folkestone last week. 

Skipper Jamie Harfoot’s side have 
endured a mixed season, but have been 
largely fighting towards the bottom of 
Kent/Sussex 2. 

With just four wins from 11 games, ninth- 
placed Wells have got some work to do to 
avoid being dragged into the relegation 
zone. However, a strong run in January 
could keep them in touch with the top six. 

The men are back in league action on 
January 16 when they travel to second- 
placed Kings & Alleyns. 
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OLD FRIENDS: Cranbrook face Ashford today 

Cranes ready to 
heap more pain 
on derby rivals 

Cranbrook RFC v 
Ashford RFC 

KICK-OFF 2.30PM AT TOMLIN GROUND 

IT’S derby day at the Tomlin Ground, with 
Ashford providing the opposition for Cranbrook 
in their final Kent 1 fixture before Christmas. 

Cranbrook won 10-3 at Ashford in September 
and the visitors have lost their last four games, 
culminating in a 40-0 drubbing at Sittingboume 
last week. 

“They’re not going very well by the look of their 
results, but we’ve told the lads to expect a hard, 
physical game and not to take them for granted,” 
a cautious director of rugby, Mike Catt said. 

The Cranes meanwhile erased some of the pain 
of their narrow defeat to Dartfordians a fortnight 
ago, staying fourth in the table with a 22-15 win 
at Anchorians last week, their first win in 
Gillingham for six years. 

After conceding an early penalty, Phil Metcalf 
touched down and although Anchs regained the 
lead, Tom Alderwick equalised and Miles 
Harvey’s conversion, his only successful kick of 
the day, made it 12-10. 

Andy Clarke’s try extended the lead, Anchs 
retaliated, but Nick Bunyon barged over from 30 
metres for the decisive final score. 

“The scoreline didn’t really do us justice, as we 
missed about six penalties,” Catt said. 

Despite Harvey’s indifferent day at the office, 
Catt says today’s side will be largely unchanged, 
despite the return of a number of players for the 
university holidays. 

“They’re going to have to go into the 2nds 
because we’ve got a good spirit in the squad at the 
moment and we’re going to stick with the lads 
who’ve done the business in the last few games.” 


RUGBY LEAGUE TABLES 

1 LONDON 1 SOUTH 


P 

w 

D 

L 

F 

A 

GD 

Pts 

1 Gravesend. 

..14 

13 

0 

1 

351 

133 

218 

26 

2 Dover. 

..14 

11 

1 

2 

363 

192 

171 

23 

3 Cobham. 

..14 

10 

0 

4 

331 

193 

138 

20 

4 Chichester. 

..14 

8 

0 

6 

259 

159 

100 

16 

5 Old Colfeians. 

..14 

8 

0 

6 

303 

257 

46 

16 

6 Chobham. 

..14 

8 

0 

6 

305 

277 

28 

16 

7 Sidcup. 

..14 

7 

1 

6 

279 

228 

51 

15 

8 Wimbledon. 

..14 

7 

0 

7 

241 

269 

-28 

14 

9 Beckenham. 

..14 

6 

1 

7 

247 

277 

-30 

13 

10 Thanet Wanderers ... 

..14 

6 

1 

7 

237 

275 

-38 

13 

11 Tunbridge Wells .... 

..14 

6 

0 

8 

216 

302 

-86 

12 

12 Old Elthamians. 

..14 

5 

0 

9 

244 

263 

-19 

10 

13 Maidstone. 

..14 

1 

0 

13 

125 

472 

-347 

2 

14 Aylesford Bulls. 

..14 

0 

0 

14 

147 

351 

-204 

-2 

1 LONDON 2 SOUTH EAST 

1 Tonbridge Juddian— 

.. 11 

11 

0 

0 

574 

88 

486 

22 

2 Hove. 

..11 

9 

1 

1 

328 

99 

229 

19 

3 Sevenoaks. 

..11 

8 

0 

3 

304 

272 

32 

16 

4 Warlingham. 

..11 

7 

1 

3 

335 

140 

195 

15 

5 Old Reigatian. 

..11 

6 

1 

4 

207 

206 

1 

13 

6 Lewes. 

..11 

6 

0 

5 

170 

227 

-57 

12 

7 KCS Old Boys. 

..11 

5 

1 

5 

185 

290 

-105 

11 

8 Deal & Betteshanger.. 

..11 

4 

0 

7 

181 

182 

-1 

8 

9 Purley John Fisher.... 

..11 

3 

0 

8 

169 

274 

-105 

6 

10 Old Dunstonians. 

..11 

3 

0 

8 

126 

358 

-232 

6 

11 Bromley. 

..11 

2 

0 

9 

173 

302 

-129 

4 

12 Eastbourne. 

..11 

0 

0 

11 

87 

401 

-314 

0 

I KENT 1 1 

1 Dartfordians. 

..11 

11 

0 

0 

326 

84 

242 

22 

2 Sittingboume. 

..11 

7 

1 

3 

263 

150 

113 

15 

3 Guys' Hospital. 

..11 

7 

0 

4 

280 

197 

83 

14 

4 Cranbrook. 

..11 

7 

0 

4 

243 

166 

77 

14 

5 Vigo. 

..11 

6 

1 

4 

202 

170 

32 

13 

6 Gillingham Anch. 

..10 

6 

0 

4 

210 

161 

49 

12 

7 Old Olavians. 

..11 

4 

1 

6 

163 

209 

-46 

9 

8 Beccehamian. 

..11 

4 

1 

6 

147 

255 

-108 

9 

9 Ashford. 

..10 

3 

1 

6 

167 

189 

-22 

7 

lOErith. 

..11 

4 

1 

6 

111 

235 

-124 

7 

11 HSBC. 

..11 

2 

0 

9 

137 

237 

-100 

4 

12 Sheppey . 

..11 

1 

0 

10 

115 

311 

-196 
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By FRED ATKINS 


Deal & Betteshanger RFC v 
Tonbridge Juddians RFC 

KICK-OFF 2.15PM AT CANADA ROAD 

THEY may not be hanging out 
the Welcome to Hell ? banners at 
Deal & Betteshanger this after¬ 
noon, but Tonbridge Juddians 
know they’re in for a feisty recep¬ 
tion at Canada Road. 

The TJs’ squad includes a trio of former 
D&B players in Carl Ambrose, Jack Browne 
and Arthur Evans and Ambrose in particular 
is expecting the kind of treatment Kevin 
Pietersen is getting in South Africa. 

“I think I might be the most hated man in 
Deal & Betteshanger,” he joked, referring to 
the game at The Slade in September, when 
he was cited for a punch and banned for 
three games. 

TJs’ 42-10 win was overshadowed by a red 
card for skipper Neil Meyer and five yellows. 

The Lions’ official report was less than 
complimentary, accusing TJs of using their 
deeper pockets to poach players and saying it 
would be “churlish to suggest their success 
comes at a price” while implying exactly that. 

Ambrose says D&B will try to intimidate 
his side today, but says he has no problem 
with that. 

“The old Betteshanger club had a reputation 
for being tough, uncompromising and some 
would say dirty,” he said. 

“When they merged with Deal they carried 
that on. They like to intimidate and I think 
that’s fair enough.” 

Ambrose admits he was disappointed to be 
singled out at the last game given how much 
was “going on”, but bears no grudges. 

“There are still some lads there who are my 
friends and we’ll text each other to see how 
we’ve got on. I’ll be playing against the guys 
who did the bricklaying at my house.” 

The squad was hit by a flu epidemic this 
week and training on Tuesday was cancelled. 

Yet if TJs win this afternoon, as expected, 
they will have gone an entire calendar year 
undefeated in London 2 South East and 
Ambrose, 35, admits that as he gets older he 
does pay more attention to records. 

“Twenty years ago it wouldn’t have both¬ 
ered me, but as you get older you’ve only got a 
limited amount of time left in the game and I’d 
like to finish the season unbeaten and play at 
Twickenham once again,” he said. 

KCS Old Boys proved no match for TJs in 
last Saturday’s game at The Slade. 

The first-ever encounter between the sides 
resulted in a 84-5 pummelling in front of a 
crowd of around 300, with TJs running in 
seven tries in each half. 
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BATTLEGROUND: 
TJs’ visit to Deal 
todSy promises to be 
a hard-fought affair 

Picture: NICK DUNGAN 


Oaks different proposition this time round 


Picture: NICK DUNGAN 



ROLLING ON: Sevenoaks want to make amends for Hove defeat 


Sevenoaks RFC v 
Hove RFC 

KICK-OFF 2PM AT KNOLE PADDOCK 

ANYONE who witnessed Hove 
hammer Sevenoaks 65-13 on the 
second day of the season would 
have dismissed out of hand the 
idea that today’s rematch at 
Knole Paddock could be crucial 
to the promotion race. 

Yet a resurgence by the Oaks 
means they go into today’s game 
in third place on the back of five 
straight wins in London 2 South 
East. With Tonbridge Juddians 
seemingly untouchable at the 
top, today’s game is key to the 
battle for second place, with Hove 
three points clear of the Oaks. 

Sevenoaks head coach James 
Leverington will field a drasti¬ 
cally different XV to the side 


that was dismantled in Sussex 
back in September and says 
there is a completely different 
mindset at the club now. 

“It’s veiy good,” he said. “There 
is only one player in the team that 
started the match against Hove 
who is still in the side. Our atti¬ 


tude is we fear no one, so we are 
veiy confident at the moment.” 

Payback, however, is not on 
the agenda with Leverington 
fearing any revenge mission 
could distract his side. 

‘What happened, happened,” 
he said. “If we go with a point to 


prove we might lose sight of our 
own game plan and that we can¬ 
not do. We want the win for 
league status, we can never undo 
what is done.” 

Hove are unbeaten in four 
league games, going back to a 
narrow home defeat to TJs and 
confidence is high in the camp 
after they beat Lewes 23-0 in a 
derby last Saturday. 

They will almost certainly pro¬ 
vide more resistance than Old 
Dunstonians, who Sevenoaks 
outplayed last week to record a 
48-3 away win. 

Jon Pollock scored a hat-trick of 
tries and A1 Barber touched 
down twice for an easy win. 

“They’ve got a good pack at 
spoiling ball, but we knew that,” 
Leverington said. We absorbed 
whatever they had, but had more 
fire power all over the pitch.” 
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LOST OPPORTUNITY: Benji Agana (pictured in red) scored the opener for Wells as boss Martin Larkin (right) watched his side lose 

No room for sentiment 
iff Wells are to progress 


MARTIN Larkin says his players 
must learn from their mistakes 
in last Saturday’s 2-1 defeat to 
Heme Bay if they are to take 
anything from today’s game 
against Greenwich. 

The Tunbridge Wells manager saw his 
side take a 1-0 lead in the Kent Senior 
Trophy tie, courtesy of striker Benji Agana, 
before Bay struck twice in the second-half to 
set up a quarter-final date with Holmesdale. 

Larkin said: “I was happy with the first 
hour, we were the better side, but in the last 
half-hour their quality showed through. 

“Heme Bay are possibly the best attacking 
team in the league and their movement is 
certainly the best. 

“The goals we conceded were disappoint- 


By GLENN PEARSON 


Tlinbridge Wells v 
| Greenwich Borough 

KICK-OFF 3PM AT CULVERDEN STADIUM 

ing, but they are a very good team. 

“They showed why they’re second and 
we’re seventh. The boys are learning and 
they need to understand why they made the 
mistakes they did on Saturday.” 

Wells take on Greenwich this afternoon 
knowing a win could lift them up to fifth as 
the Kent League prepares to take its winter 
break. 

When the sides met at Oakley Road four 
weeks ago, Wells ran out 3-0 winners and 


Larkin described the performance as the best 
away display during his time at the club. 

Unbeaten at home in the league since 
August, Wells have made Culverden 
Stadium something of a fortress, although 
seven drawn games - three more than any 
other side in the division - have prevented 
Larkin’s side making more upward progress. 

He said: “I will continue to work with the 
squad I have, but if they don’t improve I will 
bring in other players. 

“We have targets for this year and next 
year, and the players are doing well, but if I 
don’t get good enough performances I’m not 
sentimental and I will change it - the guys 
know that.” 

Having played the full 90 minutes last 
Saturday, Tom Davey will make his league 
debut for Wells following his move from 
Chatham Town. 


Archers’ are too 
hot to handle for 
depleted Suns 

LEN Busch believes his young Sevenoaks Suns 
players will learn from last Saturday’s 90-48 
defeat at the hands of UWIC Archers. 

The Suns womens’ head coach was without a 
number of his regular starters and even named 
14-year-old Cheridene Green in the squad as the 
Cardiff side’s experience proved too much. 

Renee Busch, a 
familiar face in the 
Suns ranks, top-scored 
for the visitors with 15 
points, but the Archers 
tide was irresistible 
leaving Busch philo¬ 
sophical about the 
defeat. 

He said: ‘We were 
hoping we could do a 
little bit better, but 
they were stronger 
than we thought - 
they didn’t have a 
weak group to put out. 

Damage 

“It was hard work for 
us, their players played 
half the game each 
whereas we had three 
or four who played 35 
minutes. They came 
out quickly in the third 
quarter, went into a 25- 
point lead and from 
then on it was damage 
limitation. 

“However, it was a DEFEAT: Renee Busch 
good chance for the shot 15 points, but 
girls to play more min- Sevenoaks Suns were 

utes so it was benefi- we|| beaten b UW|C 
cial m that sense. 

Greene is one of three Suns players heading to 
the England national under-16 training camp on 
December 21 and 22, alongside team-mates 
Ashleigh Munns and Caitlin Lewis. 

Meanwhile, the Suns’ under-18 side conclude 
2009 with their Sureshot National Cup quarter¬ 
final at Northants Lightning this afternoon, with 
tip-off at 2pm. 

Nottingham Wildcats await the winners in the 
semi-final, with the game to be played on 
January 17 and Sevenoaks will have home 
advantage should they advance. 



Jones is not about to 
do a Mick McCarthy 


SEVENOAKS Town will make a few 
changes for today’s Kent Senior Trophy sec¬ 
ond round tie at Milton & Fulston United, 
but manager Simon Jones ruled out the kind 
of tinkering that landed Wolves boss Mick 
McCarthy in hot water earlier this week. 

This game was originally scheduled for 
Tuesday, but was postponed due to the pitch 
being frozen. As a result the original league 
fixture with Erith & Belvedere will have to 
be rearranged. 

“It’s a chance to play one or two of the guys 
who have been on the bench,” Jones said. 

‘We’ve had a settled side recently so they 
haven’t had a chance, but I’m not going to 
play 10 reserves. It may be Christmas, but 
I’m not Santa Claus.” 

The Town boss concedes that changing his 
team for a tie with County League opposi¬ 
tion is a risk. 

“It’s the proverbial banana skin,” he 
admitted. “It’s always possible the guys 
coming in will not perform and that could be 


|MiHon & Fulston IJtd v 
Sevenoaks Town 

KICK-OFF 3PM AT UK PAPER SPORTS GROUND 

a leveller, but they’ll get their chance.” 

Competition for places intensified last 
week, when Jones swooped for former Town 
favourite Tony Atkins and Badar Mohammed, 
both of whom were released by Holmesdale. 

“We’re really very, very lucky to have got 
them as a number of other clubs were inter¬ 
ested,” Jones said. 

The move was instantly vindicated when 
both men scored as Town recovered from 2-0 
down to win 3-2 at Corinthian last week. 

Joe Creasey’s strike moments before half¬ 
time proved crucial as Sevenoaks improved 
dramatically in the second-half, although 
they didn’t draw level until Mohammed 
scored with 15 minutes left. 

Atkins then struck a 79th-minute winner. 



ON THE BALL: Town set to play a changed team 


RYMAN LEAGUE PREMIER DIVISION 


P 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A 

GD 

Pts 

1 Dartford. 

.17 

14 

2 

1 

50 

13 

+37 44 

2 Hastings United_ 

.20 

10 

3 

7 

31 

27 

+4 

33 

3 Kingstonian. 

.19 

10 

2 

7 

37 

34 

+3 

32 

4 Tooting & Mitcham.. 

.18 

9 

3 

6 

28 

23 

+5 

30 

5 Wealdstone. 

.15 

8 

5 

2 

23 

19 

+4 

29 

6 Canvey Island. 

.18 

8 

4 

6 

26 

21 

+5 

28 

7 Horsham. 

.18 

8 

3 

7 

32 

26 

+6 

27 

8 Ashford Town (Mx).. 

.20 

7 

6 

7 

33 

36 

-3 

27 

9 Sutton United. 

.18 

8 

2 

8 

28 

20 

+8 

26 

10 Harrow Borough... 

.18 

7 

5 

6 

30 

27 

+3 

26 

11 Tonbridge Angels. 

.19 

7 

4 

8 

33 

34 

-1 

25 

12 Aveley. 

.17 

7 

3 

7 

34 

31 

+3 

24 

13 Boreham Wood ... 

.17 

7 

3 

7 

20 

18 

+2 

24 

14 Maidstone United.. 

.18 

6 

5 

7 

22 

24 

-2 

23 

15 AFC Hornchurch .. 

.18 

6 

5 

7 

21 

23 

-2 

23 

16 Carshalton Athletic. 

.17 

6 

4 

7 

28 

32 

-4 

22 

17 Cray Wanderers ... 

.21 

6 

3 

12 

25 

41 

-16 

21 

18 Margate. 

.17 

5 

4 

8 

24 

35 

-11 

19 

19 Hendon . 

.16 

5 

3 

8 

22 

28 

-6 

18 

20 Waltham Abbey ... 

.19 

4 

5 

10 

22 

36 

-14 

17 

21 Billericay Town .... 

.15 

3 

6 

6 

10 

18 

-8 

15 

22 Bognor Regis Town 

.19 

3 

6 

10 

19 

32 

-13 

15 

KENT LEAGUE PREMIER DIVISION 

1 Faversham Town ... 

.14 

11 

2 

1 

35 

10 

25 

35 

2 Herne Bay. 

.12 

8 

1 

3 

31 

21 

10 

25 

3 Sevenoaks Town .. 

.14 

7 

3 

4 

31 

25 

6 

24 

4 Erith & Belvedere ... 

.13 

8 

0 

5 

27 

25 

2 

24 

5 Hythe Town. 

.11 

5 

4 

2 

25 

9 

16 

19 

6 Beckenham Town .. 

.12 

6 

1 

5 

20 

12 

8 

19 

7 Tunbridge Wells ... 

.14 

4 

7 

3 

25 

22 

3 

19 

8 Erith Town. 

.11 

5 

3 

3 

25 

18 

7 

18 

9 Greenwich Borough. 

.13 

5 

3 

5 

22 

23 

-1 

18 

10 Deal Town. 

.12 

4 

4 

4 

21 

25 

-4 

16 

11 Sporting Bengal Utd 13 

4 

3 

6 

27 

40 

-13 

15 

12 Norton Sports. 

.11 

4 

1 

6 

13 

15 

-2 

13 

13 Holmesdale. 

.13 

4 

1 

8 

21 

26 

-5 

13 

14 Fisher. 

.16 

3 

3 

10 

22 

40 

-18 

12 

15 Corinthian. 

.12 

2 

3 

7 

15 

28 

-13 

9 
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A BELEAGURED Tommy 
Warrilow is hoping for a slice of 
lady luck this afternoon as he takes 
his Angels side to Essex on the 
back of three defeats on the spin. 

The Tonbridge boss will take comfort from 
the fact his side are far from out of the 
Ryman Premier play-off race, but results are 
going to need to change rapidly if the Angels 
are to stay in contention. 

Last weekend’s 3-2 defeat to Wealdstone 
at Longmead was hardly the tonic for back- 
to-back defeats and despite an improved 
second-half showing, Tonbridge slipped to 
their third loss in a row, leaving them 11th 
in the division. 

While the Angels boss concedes last 
month’s abject performance against 
Billericay was a defeat his team deserved, 
results in their other fixtures of late could 
have gone either way. 

“I look at the type of goals we have been 
conceding and the chances we have missed 
in the last few games and I just think we 
could do with a bit of luck,” Warrilow said. 


INTELLIGENT TECHNOLOGY. 
SMART CHOICE. 



VERSATILITY, REFINEMENT - 
AND TYPICAL 0%APR 


The Freelander 2 combines true versatility with the latest 
in Land Rover technology. New intelligent Stop/Start 
system is now standard on all manual Freelander 2 models, 
offering an improvement of up to 11.9% on combined cycle, 
reduced C02 emissions and lower BIK%. With outstanding 
on and off-road capability, along with new technologies 
designed to help improve fuel efficiency, the new 
Freelander 2 is a smart choice in every sense...and it's in 
our showroom now. 


Why get a car when you can get a Land Rover? 
Call us today to book a test drive. 


TYPICAL ADVANCE PAYMENT PLAN EXAMPLE 

FREELANDER 2 TD4 S 10MY 


On the Road Price 

£21,295.00 

Initial Payment 

£12,5430.00 

GMFV [Optional Final Payment]/Amount of Credit 

£8,752.00 

Term [months] 

24 

Total Amount Payable 

£21,295.00 

Mileage charge in excess of 24,000 

12p per mile 

Typical 0% APR 

Pay 55% - 65% now, then after two years, either pay the balance 

outstanding or return the car to us. 


SALES • SERVICE • PARTS • ACCIDENT REPAIR CENTRES 

Harwoods Land Rover Tonbridge 

Vale Rise, Tonbridge, Kent, TN9 1TB 


0844 856 4084 www.harwoods.tonbridge.landrover.co.uk 

GENERATION 

GO BEYOND 


w>warranty December 2009. Further charges may be made subject to the 
OFFSET condition of the vehicle, if the vehicle is returned at the end 
FOR THE FIRST of the finance agreement. Total initial payment varies 
45,000 MILES dependent on model and mileage, and is typically between 55% 
and 65%. Finance subject to status. Guarantees/indemnities may be 
required. Details correct at time of going to press and are subject to 
change without notice. Land Rover Finance, PO BOX 108, Leeds LS27 0WU. 
Vehicle shown is a Freelander 2 TD4 S with optional metallic paint priced at 
£21,824.. 

RANGE OF FUEL ECONOMY FIGURES FOR THE FREELANDER 2 
TD4 RANGE IN MPG [L/100KM]: URBAN 26.4 [10.7]-33.2 [8.5] 
EXTRA URBAN 42.8 [6.6]-49.6 [5.7] COMBINED 35.8 [7.9] — 

42.2 [6.7] C02 EMISSIONS: 214 -179 G/KM. 39632 


By GLENN PEARSON 


AFC Hornchurch v 
Tonbridge Angels 


KICK-OFF 3PM AT THE STADIUM 


“People often say that’s an excuse, 
but that’s my opinion and I’m entitled to 
that. The league is tight at the moment and 
even if we went and won the next three I 
wouldn’t be jumping up and down; likewise 
I won’t panic that we’ve lost the last three. 

“Everyone goes through a bad patch and 
we’re having ours now.” 

Warrilow has striker Paul Booth available 
after completing a two-game suspension 
and he will take leading scorer Carl Rook’s 
place in the side as he serves a one-match 
suspension for accruing five yellow cards. 

New signing Kwesi Edusei could make his 
first start since rejoining the club from 
Kent rivals Margate, but the Tonbridge 
manager is not expecting to make wholesale 
changes as he bids to overturn the Angels’ 
recent slump. 

Defender Lewis Hamilton and forward 
Jean-Michael Sigere have both departed 
Longmead to help balance the books, and 
Warrilow has called on his side to pull 
together over the next couple of weeks. 

“I believe in the players I have got here,” 
he said. “If we played the way we did 
against Billericay every week and we 
were down the bottom then I would panic, 
but we haven’t.” 



Chairman wants a 
change of attitude 
from careless Wells 


THERE will be no Christmas spirit on 
show when kick-off arrives this after¬ 
noon as Tunbridge Wells look to finish 
2009 with an emphatic victory. 

Having run leaders Gravesend close 
last weekend, Wells welcome back 
several university students for the 
visit of Maidstone today and will name 
their strongest side so far this season. 

Fly-half Ollie Smith, who was due to 
feature a week ago, missed the 
Gravesend game with an injured 
ankle, but is now fit and will line-up 
alongside James Linden, playing his 
first game of the season, and Jonte 
van der Meulen, playing his last 
before returning to South Africa. 

Wells chairman Roger Clarke says 
the players at their disposal are a real 
plus, but that unless attitudes are 
right before the game, their quality 
counts for nothing. 

He said: “Complacency is always the 
biggest obstacle when you play a team 
at the bottom. We’ve completed our 
first cycle of 13 games and we should 
have won nine. 

“The three we lost were all due to 
the manner in which the players came 


Tlinbridge Wells RFC v 
Maidstone RFC 

KICK-OFF 2.15PM AT ST MARK’S RECREATION GROUND 


out of the changing room, so there 
needs to be a consistency regarding 
which Tunbridge Wells comes out of 
the dressing room.” 

Wells have won four of their last six, 
although they remain near the bottom 
of a tightly-bunched pack in London 
1 South. 

Maidstone, meanwhile, will be glad 
to see the back of 2009, as they remain 
odds-on favourites to be relegated 
along with neighbours Aylesford Bulls. 

The Wells’ winning margin was 27-0 
when the sides met at Mote Park in 
September and Clarke says the visi¬ 
tors are in for an even rougher ride at 
St Mark’s today. 

Mike Doherty, Jon McMahon and 
Stuart Norton have all completed 
their university studies for the year 
and are in contention for places, while 
Tom Hathaway, another to miss out at 
Gravesend, returns at number eight. 



QUALITY CONTROL: Tunbridge Wells are at full-strength 
for the visit of struggling Maidstone this afternoon 



STOP PRESS! 
STOP PRESS! 
STOP PRESS! 


Did you know. 1 Lincoln Furniture 
Warehouse are now open at the end 
of the Pantiles. 


Picture: BRUCE ELLIOTT 









































































